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PROJECTS  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

   

Accept this report on the status of San José Safe Neighborhood Parks and Recreation Bond 

Projects. 

 

 

OUTCOME 

 

This report provides an opportunity to review the status of the projects funded by the San José 

Safe Neighborhood Parks and Recreation Bond Program approved by voters in November 2000.  

This report also gives the community the opportunity to provide input on the remaining projects 

to be delivered by the Parks and Recreation Bond Program.  Acceptance of this report, together 

with the audit of the Parks and Recreation Bond Projects Fund for the year ending June 30, 2015, 

would conclude the review of the implementation of the Parks and Recreation Bond Program for 

2014-2015 by the Parks and Recreation Commission (PRC). 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

In November 2000, the City of San José voters approved a $228 million General Obligation 

Bond, specifically known as the San José Safe Neighborhood Parks and Recreation Bond 

(Measure P), for the purpose of acquiring property for and constructing improvements to parks 

and recreation facilities throughout the City.  This bond passed with an over 78% approval 

rating.   
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On April 10, 2001, the City Council designated the PRC as a Committee of the Whole 

(Committee) to conduct the citizen’s oversight review responsibilities associated with Measure 

P.  The Parks Bond Citizen Oversight Committee (COC) meetings provided the public with the 

opportunity to understand, review, and address any significant and relevant issues related to the 

implementation of the parks and Recreation bond projects.   

 

On May 7, 2013, the City Council consolidated the Parks and Recreation Bond COC with the 

PRC.  All Parks and Recreation Bond COC related business is now on the agenda to be heard by 

the combined PRC. 

 

The Parks and Recreation Bond COC (now the PRC) has conducted public hearings on the status 

of projects.  This report provides an update on the status of the remaining projects through June 

30, 2015  

 

 

ANALYSIS 

 

I.  Project Status 

 

2014-2015 marks the fifteenth year of the City’s implementation of the Parks and Recreation 

Bond Program.  Improvements to sixty-nine neighborhood parks, seven regional parks projects, 

construction/renovation of nine community centers/facilities and five trail projects have been 

completed.  The construction of two sports complexes remain to be completed.  

 

The Coleman Soccer Facility design phase is complete, and the construction phase was delayed 

due to the discovery of asbestos containing material during the demolition of the existing paved 

areas.  On August 26, 2015, the City re-bid the project and received bids on October 15, 2015. 

The bids are currently being evaluated and the final recommendation for how to proceed is 

pending.   

 

The last remaining Bond project is the regional softball facility.  On December 9, 2014, the 

Mayor and City Council approved and authorized the City to negotiate and execute a Purchase 

and Sale Agreement (PSA) with Arcadia Development Co., in the amount not-to-exceed 

$500,000 for the purchase of approximately 14.54 acres for a lighted four-field softball facility. 

The PSA is nearly finalized, however the developer is waiting to get through planning approvals 

before finalizing the PSA and the final purchase price.  A Request for Proposal was issued for 

Management, Operation and Maintenance of the Proposed Softball Facility on August 4, 2014. 

Any selected vendor will be required to sign a Qualified Management Agreement (QMA) which 

is a management, service or incentive payment contract between a government agency and a 

service provider under which the service provider oversees services involving all, a portion of, or 

any function of, a facility paid for with tax exempt bonds.  Only one proposal was received and 

the vendor requested a waiver of prevailing wages and QMA.  Staff is currently reviewing the 

proposal from the City of San José’s Citywide Sports Program and will return with 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=1919
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recommendations on the management, operation and maintenance of the facility and how to use 

any remaining park bond funds. 

 

Although cost information still needs to be refined, it is anticipated that both projects will need 

additional funds.  Staff will report to the City Council with final costs for both projects in 

December 2015 or January 2016. 

 

II. Annual Audit of the Parks and Recreation Bond Projects Fund 

 

The Parks and Recreation Bond Projects Fund (Fund 471) is supported solely by General 

Obligation (GO) Bond proceeds and accounts only for expenses that are eligible to be paid for by 

the bond proceeds.  GO Bonds were issued in six series between 2001 and 2008 to provide 

funding for projects that include those funded by the Parks and Recreation Bond Program. 

 

A total of $228,030,000 in General Obligation Bonds (the entire Parks and Recreation Bond 

Program authorization) was issued to fund Parks and Recreation Bond projects.  These bond 

proceeds, combined with interest earnings and other revenues of $25,963,215, provided total 

revenues of $253,993,215 through 2014-2015.  A total of $223,777,561 of these funds has been 

expended and $11,010,371 encumbered through June 2015.  The balance of the funds will be 

used to complete the projects indicated above.  There are no new projects to be funded by the 

Parks and Recreation Bond Program. 

 

The independent accounting firm of Macias Gini & O’Connell LLP completed their annual audit 

of the Parks and Recreation Bond Projects Fund (Fund 471) for the fiscal year that ended on June 

30, 2015 and submitted its report to the City on September 21, 2015.  The report was presented 

to the PRC on December 2, 2015.   

 

The audit is posted on the City’s website: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=1919 

Copies can also be obtained from the Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Department 

on the 9th floor of City Hall at 200 East Santa Clara Street, San José, California.   

 

 

EVALUATION AND FOLLOW-UP 

 

The PRC reports on the status of the Parks and Recreation Bond Program to the City Council on 

an annual basis.  

 

 

COORDINATION 

 

This report was coordinated with the Finance Department, the City Manager’s Budget Office, the 

City Auditor’s Office and the City Attorney’s Office.   

 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=1919
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PUBLIC OUTREACH/INTEREST 

 

The City posted this item on the PRC’s website for its December 2, 2015 meeting.  Outreach was 

conducted through posting of flyers in community centers and libraries.   

 

 

FISCAL/POLICY ALIGNMENT 

 

This report meets the legal commitment and requirement of the PRC to review the 

implementation of the Parks and Recreation Bond Program and provide the public with 

opportunities to understand, review, and address any significant and relevant issues related to the 

implementation of the Program. 

 

 

CEQA 

 

Not a project. 

 

 

SERGIO JIMENEZ 

Chair 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

 

 

For questions please contact Marybeth Harasz, Interim Deputy Director, Parks, Recreation and 

Neighborhood Services Department at (408) 793-5514. 
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