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ARTS COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING:  MINUTES

5:30 PM Monday, January 25, 2016   City Hall, Wing Rooms 119 & 120

Meeting was audio-recorded.

Call to Order & Roll Call
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  5:32 PM by Chair P. Allen

Roll Call:
Present:  Peter Allen (Chair), Nicholas Adams, Lynne Brown, Roma Dawson (arrived at 5:47 
p.m. under item d.), Richard James, Albert Le, Leanne Lindelof, Tina Morrill, Ron Muriera, 
Freya Seeburger, Ramona Snyder

Commission Council Liaison:  Hon. Magdalena Carrasco, District 5 (not present).

Absent:  none 

City Staff attending:  Kerry Adams Hapner (OCA), Arlene Biala (OCA); Karen Park (OCA); 
Emily Sevier (OCA), Lynn Rogers (OCA); Tina Iv (OCA); Jessie Quijada (District 5); Patricia 
Ceja (District 3)

(b) Announcements 
(1) From the Public:

(a) Tom Ingalz, representing Noon Arts & Lectures Series announced that lectures are still 
continuing throughout the year. Currently, Noon Arts and Lectures has had 67 lectures.

(b) Tom Ingalz, representing Mission Chamber Orchestra announced that they are going to have 
a concert on February 7, 2016 at the Le Petite Trianon Theatre.

(c) Tom Ingalz, representing San Jose Valley Arts Coalition announced that the 12th annual Arts 
Panorama event is on January 29, 2016.

(2) From Commission members
(a) A. Le announced San Jose Valley Arts Coalition’s Arts Panorama event will take place on 

January 29, 2016 at the Le Petite Trianon Theatre. He also announced that the Far East 
Dragon Lion Dance Association had its 15th Anniversary celebration on January 16, 2016. 
He acknowledged staff members Arlene Biala and Karen Park for coming to support the 
event.

(b) R. Snyder reported on the Illuminating Downtown event. She also commented on attending 
Pippin at Broadway San Jose.

(c) N. Adams attended various events in downtown San Jose. He acknowledged Illuminated 
Downtown and was thrilled to see many events activated for Super Bowl 50 week.

(d) Chair P. Allen commented on his attendance for the Americans for the Arts: New 
Community Visions Initiative event that took place on November 19, 2015. He also 
commented on his attendance at the Abhinaya Dance 35th anniversary concert in December 
2015 at Santa Clara. He also mentioned on his attendance at Tabard’s Theatre Company’s 
Swift Justice by former Mayor Tom McEnery.

(e) R. James thanked the staff, Public Art Committee, and all of the partnerships that came 
around for Illuminating San Jose.
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(f) F. Seeburger announced her upcoming exhibition, “Cellista: The End of Time," at Anno 
Domini on February 20th, March 12th, and March 13th.

(g) L. Brown acknowledged Jennifer Easton, Director of Public Art, for her lecture at Noon Arts 
& Lecture at San Jose Museum of Art. She also commented attending Symphony Silicon 
Valley’s Raiders of Lost Ark live in concert. She also announced upcoming Symphony 
Silicon Valley’s live concerts, The Godfather and Titanic.

(h) L. Lindelof reported on the Illuminating Downtown event. She also commented on her 
attendance at Pippin at Broadway San Jose. She reported on the Gold Rush event for Super 
Bowl 50. 

(i) R. Muriera announced that California Arts Council will be celebrating their 40th 
Anniversary. He also announced that PJ and Roy Hirabayashi will be performing with San 
Jose Taiko at the event. 

(j) T. Morrill reported that Councilmember Raul Peralez is currently doing a participatory 
budget process. The participatory budget process allows neighborhood leaders come together
to decide on how to spend $100,000 funds in the District 3 community.

(k) Chair P. Allen announced that Arlene Biala has been appointed as 2016-17 Santa Clara 
County Poet Laureate.  

(c) ACTION: Approval of Minutes for meeting of November 16, 2015
Approved with the following changes.

(1)  Item g: Chair P. Allen requested for synopsis of the key points on the discussions from the
       retreat.

Mvd/2nd: R. Muriera/ R. James; Passed 10 yes; 0 no. (R. Dawson was not present to take a vote.)

(d) Council Liaison’s Report
Jessie Quijada (D-5 staff member) provided a brief report on behalf of Councilmember Carrasco.

(e) Chair’s Report  
(1) No report.

(f) PRESENTATION: Silicon Valley Creates Center for the Arts
Presentation was made by Alexandra Urbanowski and Connie Martinez, CEO.

(g) ACTION –Recommend that the City Manager approve a grant to the San Jose Stage Company 
for a Capital Campaign Fundraising Feasibility Study in the amount of $18,000.

Mvd/2nd: R. Dawson and N. Adams. Motion passed as amended on 2nd Amendment.

Introduced by K. Adams Hapner, Director of Cultural Affairs, with additional comments from the
members of San Jose Stage Company: Randall King, Artistic Director; Dennis Martin, Board Member; 
Patricia MacDonald, Board Member; Richard Hilovsky, Board Member. 

1st Amendment:
1. Extend the grant amount with an additional $10,000; in total the grant amount will be $28,000 

for the Feasibility Study. 

Mvd/2nd: R. Dawson/N. Adams; Passed: 5 yes; 4 no; 1 abstained (A. Le). R. Muriera 
recused himself from the vote. 

2nd Amendment:
1. Motion revised with stipulation of $18,000. If there is enough funds in the budget, then 

$10,000 will be added for the Feasibility Study for San Jose Stage Company.

Mvd/2nd: R. Dawson/ N. Adams; Passed: 8 yes; 1 no; 1 abstained (R. Snyder). R. 
Muriera recused himself from the vote.
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Note: L. Brown offered a friendly amendment to grant an additional $10,000 which comes to a total of 
$28,000 for the Feasibility Study for the San Jose Stage Company. R. James questioned what percent 
of the budget would be available. K. Adams Hapner will check with the budget. Chair P. Allen wants 
to ensure that there is enough budget for the remainder of the year.

(h) UPDATE: Levitt Pavilion Steering Committee Update. 

(1) Arts Commission received an update on the community-based Levitt Pavilion San Jose Steering 
Committee regarding its business planning, entity formation and fundraising efforts.

K. Adams Hapner and R. Holden presented and provided updates on the development of a Levitt 
Pavilion in St. James Park. 

(i) ACTION –Accepted the review panel’s recommendations for the Creative Industries Incentive 
Fund Round 4 Awards.  

Mvd/2nd: R. Muriera/ R. James; Passed: 11 yes; 0 no.
A. Biala, Sr. Arts Program Manager, presented items from the memo. She thanked Commissioner 
A. Le for his time, thoughtfulness, expertise, and being on the panel. She also acknowledged the 
following organizations for their attendance: Jai Tanju, Seeing Things Gallery; Keith Hames, 
Akoma Arts; Bob Schmeltzer, Circle-A Skateborad; and Samuel Tomsing, Desmadre.

(j) ACTION – Accepted the Arts and Cultural Exchange Grant Guidelines.

Mvd/2nd: L. Brown/ R. Muriera; Passed: 9 yes; 0 no; 2 abstained (N. Adams and R. 
Dawson).
K. Adams Hapner, Director of Cultural Affairs and E. Sevier, Arts Program Coordinator, presented
items from the memo.

(k) ACTION – Accepted the proposed expanded framework for the Cornerstone of the Arts 
program and event.

Mvd/2nd: R. Dawson/ R. James; Passed: 11 yes; 0 no.
K. Adams Hapner, Director of Cultural Affairs, presented the items from the memo.

(l)   Executive Committee
(1) No report. Executive Committee did not meet in January.

(m)  Public Art Committee.
(1) T. Morrill announced the installation of the PEEP project at Parque de los Pobladores. PEEP is 

an artwork that is brightly painted 20’ shipping container with the word PEEP on the side that 
upon closer inspection reveals human trafficking. PEEP will be on display starting January 25th 
though March 6th. She also announced that the next Public Art Committee meeting will be on
February 16, 2016. 

(2) R. Muriera noted that January is Human Trafficking month. Chair P. Allen noted that PEEP will 
be on display during SoFA’s South First Friday, Winter Market on February 5, 2016.

(n) Standing Reports

(1) Office of Cultural Affairs
(a) Monthly report - K. Adams Hapner presented the OCA monthly report.
(b) Additional announcements:

(i) The Hammer Theatre will be launching its first event with Cinequest’s Film Festival 
on March 2, 2016. 
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(ii) San Jose Jazz will be providing live music and DJs at Plaza de Cesar Chavez during 
Super Bowl 50 week. Groundswell has designed improvements for the park and Team 
San Jose has featured a Beer Garden for the week of Super Bowl 50.

(iii) The 2nd phase of Building Public Will project will launch sometime in February.
(iv) The Office of Cultural Affairs has officially launched a new Facebook Page as San 

Jose Office of Cultural Affairs. 
(v) Next month’s Arts Commission agenda will be looking at annual budget process 

which includes a presentation from Lee Wilcox, Budget Director from Mayor 
Liccardo Office. 

(2) Arts Commission Liaisons (2 minutes per report unless otherwise indicated)

(a) City Hall Exhibits Committee – R. James had no report.
(b) Silicon Valley Arts Coalition – A. Le had no report.
(c) Silicon Valley Creates – No report. R. James suggested Commissioners on subscribing to 

Content Magazine. K. Adams Hapner added that OCA has partnered with Content Magazine 
with $25,000 in exchange for advertisement of Public Art’s artwork and other various 
announcements. OCA will have the opportunity to create content with Content Magazine.

(d) South First Area Committee (SOFAC) – L. Lindelof announced the next meeting will be on
January 27, 2016. 

(e) San Jose Downtown Association – R. Snyder had no report.
(f) Team San Jose – R. Dawson had no report.

(o)  Public Forum
(1) Ted Lorraine, representing San Jose Chamber Music Society announced a concert on Valentine’s

Day featuring the Flanders Recorder Quarlet. He also read a couple of thank you notes that 
students from Lincoln High School wrote to the Dali String Quartet for their performance. 

(p)  Ajourn
Meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM by Chair P. Allen.

Minutes recorded by T. Iv (OCA)


