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ARTS COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING:  MINUTES

5:30 PM Monday, February 22, 2016   City Hall, Wing Rooms 119 & 120

Meeting was audio-recorded.

Call to Order & Roll Call
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  5:35 PM by Chair P. Allen

Roll Call:
Present:  Peter Allen (Chair), Nicholas Adams, Lynne Brown, Roma Dawson (left during item 
n.), Albert Le, Leanne Lindelof, Tina Morrill, Ron Muriera, Freya Seeburger, Ramona Snyder

Commission Council Liaison:  Hon. Magdalena Carrasco, District 5 (not present).

Absent:  Richard James

City Staff attending:  Kerry Adams Hapner (OCA), Karen Park (OCA); Tammy Turnipseed 
(OCA); Emily Sevier (OCA), Lynn Rogers (OCA); Arlene Biala (OCA); Tina Iv (OCA); Huascar
Castro (District 5); Patricia Ceja (District 3)

(b) Announcements 
(1) From the Public:

(a) Tom Ingalz, representing Noon Arts & Lectures Series commented that the Arts Panorama 
event was a great turn out. He also announced that Noon Arts & Lectures Series will be 
featuring 4 different events in the upcoming months.

(i) The San Jose Chamber Orchestra Anniversary Project on March 4, 2016.
(ii) Classical Guitar Alive on March 4, 2016
(iii) Son T. Rois discusses and performs Voice of the Whale on April 8, 2016.
(iv) Joy from the Planet Earth to the Firmament on May 13, 2016.

(b) Halfdan Hussey, representing Cinequest provided a brief overview of the upcoming theme 
and line up for Cinequest Film Festival. He also announced that James Franco will be 
receiving the Cinequest Maverick Spirit Award on February 28th and Rita Moreno will be 
premiering her latest comedic gem, Remember Me. 

(2) From Commission members
(a) T. Morrill reported on the San Jose Property-Based Improvement District (PBID) art 

crosswalks in the SoFA District. She also showed a brief slideshow of the art crosswalks. 
(b) R. Dawson reported on the art crosswalks and her attendance of El Teatro Campesino’s 

production of Valley of the Heart at the San Jose Stage Company.
(c) F. Seeburger reported on the sold out opening of Cellista in association with Juxtapositions 

presents: The End of Time on February 20th at Anno Domini. She announced that there will 
be two more showings on March 12th and March 13th.

(d) Chair P. Allen reported his attendance at the College of Adaptive Arts, Staff Showcase, at the
Mexican Heritage Plaza. 

(e) L. Lindelof reported on her attendance to Closer, by Patrick Marber, at the Northside 
Theatre Company. 
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(f) R. Snyder reported on her attendance at the PEEP project, Border Crosser by Chico 
MacMurtrie, and El Teatro Campesino’s production of Valley of the Heart at the San Jose 
Stage Company. 

(g) N. Adams reported on his attendance at various art functions. He thanked the Office of 
Cultural Affairs and the Chamber of Commerce Leadership San Jose for hosting the 
Leadership & the Arts: Building pARTnerships event on February 18th, 2016.

(h) R. Muriera reported on El Teatro Campesino’s production of Valley of the Heart at the San 
Jose Stage Company. He thanked Randall King, Cathleen King, Luis Valdez, and El Teatro 
Campesino for all of their time and effort for creating the show.

(c) ACTION: Approval of Minutes for meeting of January 25, 2016
Approved with the following amendment:

(1) Item g: L. Brown requested to receive a final outcome of the San Jose Stage Company
      Feasibility Study.

Mvd/2nd: R. Muriera/ N. Adams; Passed 10 yes; 0 no. (R. James was not present to take a vote.)

(d) Council Liaison’s Report
Huascar Castro (D-5 staff member) provided a brief report on behalf of Councilmember Carrasco.

R. Muriera requested Councilmember Carrasco to include District 5 office involvement in the arts 
community and coordination with the Office of Cultural Affairs in the report.

(e) Chair’s Report  
(1) No report.

(f) PRESENTATION: San Jose Stage Company
Arts Commission received an update from K. Adams Hapner in regards to the outcome of the 
recommended grant of $28,000 for the Fundraising Feasibility Study for the San Jose Stage Company. 
The OCA grant of $28,000 will require a $10,000 board match.

Presentation was made by Randall King and Brian Miller with additional comments from Dr. Clayton 
Feldman. 

(g) UPDATE – Silicon Valley Ballet

Arts Commission received an update from Millicent Powers with additional comments from José 
Manuel Carreño, Artistic Director, and Raymond Rodriguez, Managing Director.

(h) PRESENTATION – Budget 101 and an overview of FY 2016-17 Budget Process. 

L. Wilcox, Director of Budget and Finance, Office of Mayor Liccardo and K. Adams Hapner, Director 
of Cultural Affairs presented and provided an overview on the budget process.

T. Morrill questioned L. Wilcox about whether or not the Mayor will be dipping into the funds again 
this year for the Rotary Club Fireworks event. L. Wilcox responded that he does not know to the 
question. 

(i) ACTION –Accepted the recommendation of additions to the pre-qualified grant review panelist 
pool for Cultural Funding Portfolio: Investments in the Art, Creativity and Culture. 

Mvd/2nd: R. Muriera/ L. Brown; Passed: 10 yes; 0 no.
A. Biala, Sr. Arts Program Manager, presented items from the memo.
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(j) INFORMATION – Update on the San Jose Creates and Connects.

K. Adams Hapner, Director of Cultural Affairs, and E. Sevier, Arts Program Coordinator, presented 
items from the memo.

(k) Chair – Appointment of 3-person Elections Committee. 
Chair P. Allen requested Commissioners to volunteer themselves to be on the Elections Committee. N. 
Adams and R. Muriera volunteered to be on the committee if it does not in conflict with their ending 
terms. The third seat is still currently open; Chair P. Allen has decided to continue the appointment of 
the 3-person Elections Committee at the next meeting in March.

(l)   Executive Committee
T. Morrill provided a report on R. James behalf.
T. Morrill provided the following announcements from R. James:
(a) The City Hall Exhibit committee approved a tentative exhibition project called “This is San 

Jose.” It is a photography project that will ask photographers from each San Jose district to 
enter photos with the theme “This Is San Jose”.  The contest is open to students, amateurs 
and professionals - whether living in San Jose or not.  It’s sponsored by History San Jose, Vi
sual San Jose, Content Magazine, and others.

(b) Another exhibition entitled “Hidden Heritages, San Jose Pioneer French Families” has been 
approved. The exhibition will be a combination of photos, paintings, and written word that 
will highlight 7 to 9 French families that made a real difference in San Jose. The exhibit is 
scheduled to run from May through December.

(m)  Public Art Committee.
Committee Chair T. Morrill provided report on most recent meeting.
Chair provided the following announcements:
(a) New art projects will be developed and installed at the Iris Chang Park.

(n) Standing Reports

(1) Office of Cultural Affairs
(a) Monthly report - K. Adams Hapner presented the OCA monthly report.
(b) Additional announcements:

(i) The Hammer Theatre will officially be reopened on March 2, 2016 as part of the 
Cinequest Film Festival. 

(ii) Acknowledged Commissioners who have agreed to serve on the FY 2016-17 grant 
panels. 

(2) Arts Commission Liaisons (2 minutes per report unless otherwise indicated)

(a) City Hall Exhibits Committee – R. James had no report due to his absence.
(b) Silicon Valley Arts Coalition – A. Le reported that the Arts Panorama was a great event.
(c) Silicón Valley Creates – R. James had no report due to his absence.
(d) South First Area Committee (SOFAC) – L. Lindelof reported that the SOFAC was thrilled 

about SB50 at their last meeting.
(e) San Jose Downtown Association – R. Snyder had no report. However, she will be meeting 

with Blage Zelalich, Deputy Director of San Jose Downtown Association
(f) Team San Jose – R. Dawson had no report (left early before report could be made).

(o)  Public Forum

(p)  Adjourn
Meeting was adjourned at 8:26 PM by Chair P. Allen.

Minutes recorded by T. Iv (OCA)


