
  

 

 TO:  HISTORIC LANDMARKS FROM: Rosalynn Hughey 

  COMMISSION   

   

SUBJECT:  REFERRAL OF A SITE  DATE: March 28, 2018 

 DEVELOPMENT PERMIT REQUEST   

 (FILE NO. H17-050, CITYVIEW PLAZA  

RESIDENTIAL TOWER) THAT INCLUDES  

A PROPOSAL TO DEMOLISH A CANDIDATE CITY  

 LANDMARK (SUMITOMO BANK BUILDING)  

 
              

 

         COUNCIL DISTRICT: 3 

 

         

RECOMMENDATION 

Review the proposed Site Development Permit project plans, receive public comments, and 

provide recommendations on information to be included in the analysis of the proposed project, 

as required by the City Council Policy on the Preservation of Historic Landmarks. 

 

BACKGROUND 

If approved, the Site Development Permit request, File No. H17-050, would allow the 

development of a 24-story building with up to 253 residential units and approximately 4,800 

square feet of ground-floor commercial space on an approximately 0.61-gross-acre site on the 

northeast corner of Park Avenue and Almaden Boulevard (170 Park Center Plaza). 

The Site Development Permit request includes a proposal to demolish the Sumitomo Bank 

Building that is designated as a Candidate City Landmark on the City’s Historic  

Resources Inventory.   

 

Sumitomo Bank Building 

The project site is currently developed with the Sumitomo Bank Building, also known as the 

Family Courts Building. This minimalist building was constructed in 1979 by the architect Cesar 

Pelli. The Sumitomo Bank Building is representative of the internationally distinguished 

architect’s style and is consistent with his other well-known buildings include the Pacific Design 

Center in Los Angeles (1975-1976) and the World Financial Center Towers in New York (1982-

1987). The overall form of the Sumitomo Bank Building is designed as though two massive 

walls have split apart by a simple rectangular block to allow an entrance. The smooth texture of 

the concrete accentuates the starkness of the design. 

 HLC AGENDA: 04-04-18  

 ITEM: 3.a. 
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