COUNCIL AGENDA: 03-15-05
ITEM: 11.2(a)

SAN JOSE Memorandum

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND FROM: PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY COUNCIL
SUBJECT: SEE BELOW DATE: March 10, 2005

COUNCIL DISTRICT: Citywide

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 20.100 OF
TITLE 20 OF THE SAN JOSE MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROVIDE FOR AN
EXCEPTION FOR CITY LANDMARK AND/OR HISTORIC DISTRICT HOMES AND
TO PROVIDE FOR A SIMPLIFIED AND COST EFFECTIVE (CATEGORY 1) SINGLE
FAMILY HOUSE PERMIT PROCESS FOR HOMES LISTED IN THE HISTORIC
RESOURCES INVENTORY '

RECOMMENDATION

The Planning Commission voted 7-0-0 to recommend that the City Council approve the proposed
ordinance amending Chapter 20.100 (Single Family House Permit) of Title 20 of the Municipal
Code to provide an exception for City Landmark and/or Historic District homes and to provide a
simplified and cost effective Category 1 Single Family House Permit for homes listed in the
Historic Resources Inventory where proposed work is in conformance with approved design
guidelines and with a Floor Area Ratio equal to or less than forty-five hundredths (0.45).

BACKGROUND

On March 9, 2005 the Planning Commission held a public hearing to consider the proposed
ordinance amending Chapter 20.100 (Single Family House Permit) of Title 20 of the Municipal
Code. The purpose of the ordinance is to deal with the design review of certain historic houses in
a more simplified and efficient manner. The Director of Planning recommended approval of the
proposed ordinance. There was no public comment in support of or in opposition to the proposed
changes. '

PUBLIC OUTREACH

The Historic Landmarks Commission discussed the creation of a reduced Category 1 SFH permit
fee for homes listed on the Historic Resources Inventory that are not City Landmarks or located in
a City Landmark District, with a floor area ratio equal to or less than 0.45 at their February 2,
2005 regular meeting. On February 8, 2005, a public hearing notice for the Planning Commission
and City Council meetings was sent to the San Jose Post Record for publishing in the February






