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MEMORANDUM
CITY OF ~

SAN JOSE
CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

TO: Honorable Mayor & City Council FROM: Councilmember Dave Cortese

SUBJECT: Evergreen Visioning Project

APPROVE~~~

DATE:April 19, 2005

DATE:

¥iJ!~
RECOMMENDATION:

Approve staff's recommendation to:
1) Accept the status report on the Evergreen Visioning Project/Smart Growth Strategy
2) Initiate an update to the Evergreen Area Development Policy and associated General Plan

text amendments.

BACKGROUND:

District 8 has been the focus of major planning efforts (largely due to its challenging geographic
location, environmental issues and transportation constraints) since the early 1990s. The Evergreen
Specific Plan (a planned residential community with mixed uses at the center of an 800-acre parcel),
approved by the San Jose City Council in 1993, added over 3,000 residential homes to the southeast
portion of Evergreen near the foothills. Less than a decade later, the Knight Progra!ll in Community
Building sponsored the "Evergreen-Eastridge Knight Charrette" which brought a team of scholars

into Evergreen for an intense week-long planning process to envision what the West Evergreen area
could develop into that is both vibrant and an embodiment of smart growth. The Evergreen

Visioning Project (hereafter, "EVP") is the next step in a progression towards a sustainable District 8. .

EVP was devised to methodically plan out the balance of District 8's development potential such that
the area's basic needs are met from a transportation infrastructure and conupunity recreational

standpoint, by carefully reviewing the major remaining vacant parcels in District 8 and
recommending development potential. Per the City of San Jose's adopted policy, this advanced
planning effort (staff time, consultant studies) is being funded entirely by private dollars. All
consultant studies, although financed privately, are and will be intensely scrutinized by the City of
San Jose to ensure both accuracy and neutrality.

A task force consisting of charrette participants, neighborhood association leaders, Evergreen
stakeholder representatives as well as representatives of the four major opportunity sites was
convened in August 2003 to begin this arduous process. Part of the group's mandate was to create a
set of interest-based statements to guide future development in Evergreen (Guiding Principles - see
attachment 3 of the staff report). This completed, the Task Force embarked upon several meetings'

worth of traffic data review, learning about housing types, visiting smart growth sites, and most




