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Campaign Concept

RECOMMENDATION

Accept the Initial Report of the Elections Commission which outlines the preliminary
work plan and timeline regarding the Voter-Owned Campaign concept, request for
appropriation action and authorize the City Attorney to contract with Alex Stuart.

BACKGROUND

On April 18, 2006, the City Council approved the recommendation from Mayor
Gonzales directing the San Jose Elections Commission to explore the creation of a fully
public-funded voter-owned campaign ordinance that would take effect in time for the
municipal primary elections in June 2008. The direction included a report back in May
to the Council with a timeline and more inclusive process and necessary staffing needs.

On May 1, 2006, the Elections Commission discussed and prepared a tentative work
plan in response to the Council’s direction. This report will provide an outline of the
work plan and summarize the Commission’s request for a budget appropriation and
authorization for the City Attorney to contract with attorney and former Commission
Chair Alex Stuart.

ANALYSIS

A. Election Commission Work Plan (tentative)

At its May 1 meeting, the Election Commission discussed a tentative work plan with
respect to the exploration of a fully publicly funded Voter-owned campaign ordinance as
directed by the City Council. The tentative work plan and the timeline incorporates the
Commission’s understanding that its workload and the timeline could be affected by the
filing of any complaints during the election cycle, the need for extensive research on
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