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RECOMMENDATION

Adopt resolution in support of High Speed Rail (HSR) and the Pacheco Pass, or Southern
Gateway, Alignment and communicate this support to the California High Speed Rail Authority,
as well as to State and Federal Legislative delegations.

BACKGROUND

At the recommendation of the Rules Committee, City Council is being asked to reiterate its
support for the California High Speed Rail project, and in particular, the Pacheco Pass or
Southern Alignment into the Bay Area. In 1999, the High Speed Rail Authority considered two
general alignments for service into the Bay Area: the Altamont Pass alignment and the Southern
alignment (Pacheco Pass). The Pacheco Pass alignment was adopted by the Authority on July
21, 1999 as part of the Draft Business Plan for the High Speed Rail project.

Analysis by the Authority determined that the Pacheco Pass was the most effective alignment for
providing high-speed service into the Bay Area region. This view is shared by the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission (MTC), which has adopted a resolution in support of the selection of
the Pacheco Pass alignment.

The urgency behind the Council’s support for the Pacheco Alignment is driven by renewed calls
for consideration and further study of the Altamont Pass alignment, which continues to be raised
as an option by some jurisdictions. The Altamont alignment has been previously considered and
dismissed as a viable option for High Speed Rail service into the Bay Area. The Altamont Pass
alignment would greatly reduce the level of service to either San José or San Francisco.

Southern access reduces travel time, increases ridership, accommodates double the number of
trains, improves distribution and connection opportunities and serves a greater population any
other potential option. The Southern alignment is expected to provide at least 1.1 million
additional riders and $56 million in additional revenue annually as compared to the Altamont






