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SAN JOSE Memorandum

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

TO: RULES COMMITTEE FROM: Councilmember Sam Liccardo
Councilmember Forrest Williams

SUBJECT: Single Serving Plastic Water Bottles DATE: December 14, 2007
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Direct staff to prepare a work plan assessment for a proposal to halt City purchases of single
serving plastic bottled water. The work plan assessment should examine the feasibility of
disallowing any City department or agency using public funds to purchase single-serving bottles
of water, and to ascertain whether limited exceptions may need to exist for community events, or
for health or safety reasons. The assessment should detail the cost savings of halting the City’s
purchase of bottled water.

It is recommended this work plan be added to staff’s analysis of opportunities for the
implementation of the Mayor’s —and the City’s—“Green Vision.”

OUTCOME
Halting the City’s purchase of single-serving bottled water will result in important environmental
benefits and budgetary savings.

BACKGROUND
Under the Mayor’s Green Vision, San Jose has charted an environmentally sustainable course
that serves as a model for cities across the United States.

Several jurisdictions, including our own Santa Clara Valley Water District, have already joined
the campaign to prohibit government-funded purchases of bottled water. These efforts seek to
increase diversion rates of plastic from landfills, promote the benefits of tap water, and reduce
the wasteful use of resources in bottled water production and shipping.

ANAYLYSIS

The bottled water industry impacts the environment in several ways. According to the Container
Recycling Institute, supplying the plastic water bottles that American consumers purchase in one
year requires more than 47 million gallons of oil, the equivalent of one billion pounds of carbon
dioxide that is released into the atmosphere. More than one billion plastic water bottles end up in




California’s landfills each year, taking 1000 years to biodegrade and leaking toxic additives such
as phthalates into the groundwater. Nationally, landfills absorb 38 billion water bottles every
year--more than $1 billion worth of plastic.

Based on current trends, these environmental burdens imposed by the industry appear likely to
grow. The global consumption of bottled water—exceeding 41 billion gallons in 2005—
increased 57 percent over the previous five years.

This product generates substantial waste and pollution despite the fact that, by objective
standards, it often falls short of the quality of San Jose’s own tap water. The Natural Resources
Defense Council tested 103 U.S. bottled water brands and found 25% contained chemical or
bacterial contamination. Also, drinking water standards set by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency for tap water exceed those standards set by the FDA for bottled water.

The City’s role in halting its purchase of single-bottled water with City funds will set an
environmental example, promote the consumption of tap water and reaffirm its commitment to
providing a healthy, safe, reliable supply of water. The fiscal savings could be significant as
well, over tens of thousands of dollars.

Some exceptions may need to be made, such as for emergency preparedness, and large, multi-
gallon container purchases of water for community events and venues where tap water does not
appear readily accessible. The staff’s analysis should assess the need for such exceptions, where
appropriate.



