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Council Approves Modifications to Public Drinking Establishments
Council Will Now Approval Large Club CUP Applications and Clubs Will Be Required to Have Management Plans
SAN JOŚE, CALIF. – Today Council approved a change to city ordinance that will require; 1) the City Council, rather than Planning Commission, as the final decision maker on conditional use permits for new public drinking establishments operating after midnight with occupancy greater than 250 and 2) require all new public drinking establishments, regardless of occupancy, to have a “Management Plan” to obtain a Conditional Use Permit.  The changes are the culmination of years of collaborative efforts between the City and the Downtown community to improve nightlife in the downtown core.    
The Council vote today promotes a nightlife focused on smaller venues, requiring Council deliberation for approval of larger clubs and ensures adequate measures for club management and operations.
Currently, the Planning Commission is the decision maker on CUP’s for new public drinking establishments. With the new ordinance change, the application would still go to the Planning Commission for report, but the Council would be the final decision maker. Creating an enhanced level of review for large clubs allows the Council to ensure applications meet the goals and strategies for the downtown. 
A management plan is currently not a requirement of the CUP application process. Under the new policy change all public drinking establishments, regardless of occupancy, will be required to work with the City Manager’s Office to prepare a management plan using the guidelines soon to be set forth in the “San Jose Nightlife Business Best Practices Guidelines,” prior to Council consideration of the CUP. City staff is currently working with Planning, Police, San Jose Downtown Association and businesses to develop the “best practices” plan to be used. 
Since 2007, the City Council has passed a series of initiatives focused on increasing the accountability of the clubs, improving the quality of the experience for Downtown visitors, and softening the interaction of police with club patrons.  The changes include:
· creating a licensing scheme to force entertainment promoters to submit to background checks and assume greater responsibility for security;

· reducing the number of police deployed in the downtown core; 

· enhancing security, lighting, and cleanliness of downtown parking garages with user fees; 

· assessing clubs for police overtime costs;

· implementing a deployment model that gets the officers out of their cars and on to the sidewalks, in more interactive manner;

· streamlining permit processes by consolidating CUP and entertainment permit requirements 

· creating a “soft closing” pilot to enable patrons to leave at a leisurely pace at closing time rather than feeling “pushed” out;
· reducing limitations on downtown food vendors; 
· improving training for bartenders and bouncers to reduce over-serving and address problem behaviors before the police become involved;  and

· easing restrictions on “sidewalk cafes” to promote them throughout our streetscape. 
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