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Councilmembers Call for Funding to Keep Community Centers Open

Vice Mayor Judy Chirco and Councilmembers Madison Nguyen and Sam Liccardo are calling for funding to keep six community centers — currently slated for closure in the proposed City budget — open for a year while alternative funding sources or partnerships with private operators are explored. 
The City budget currently recommends closure of 21 community centers, while leaving open ten larger community centers called “hubs.” Chirco, Liccardo and Nguyen’s proposal identifies an additional six community centers to keep open through October --Alma, Alviso, Alum Rock, Gardner, Washington and Starbird –  all of which have been acknowledged as “Tier 1” centers by Parks Recreation and Neighborhood Services or those serving the highest-need communities. 
Funding to keep the additional centers open would come from a variety of options. Primarily, $250,000 is recommended to be used from the Mayor’s Essential Services Restoration Fund to keep the centers open until October 31, 2010, or until an earlier date upon which Council has the opportunity to vote on a recommendation for an entire year of funding.  If approved, City staff will then return to the Council in October with a recommendation to allocate funds to keep services in these centers for the duration of the fiscal year, relying upon any the following sources: 
· Funds from excess ending fund balance, which will be known in October;

· Unexpended funds remaining from the business license fee incentive program, which will terminate on September 30, 2010; 

· Additional BEST funding for youth programs, allocated through the FY10-11 Redevelopment Agency budget process; 

· Alternative sources and service delivery models, including such efforts already underway from such organizations as Catholic Charities, Santa Clara University/ Sacred Heart, and Boys & Girls Clubs. 
The proposal allows more time to find sustainable alternatives while keeping the doors open to critical gang prevention and youth programs.  
The full council will take up this proposal during the City’s June budget discussions. 
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