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Statement from Councilmember Liccardo Regarding November Ballot 
This November, the public faces many important decisions that could alter the direction of the country and local communities.  The presidential race could over shadow several local ballot measures that will have major impacts here in Santa Clara County. The impacts of local measures make it important to inform the public, although this office cannot utilize City resources to advocate for or against any particular measure, City offices can familiarize the public with local ballot measures:  

· Measure A  will authorize bonds to provide funding for both the reconstruction of the Valley Medical Center (VMC), and another $50 million for a medical facility in downtown San Jose.   Without this funding, state legislation requires the VMC to shut down several specialty care and trauma units and half of its hospital beds by 2013. 
· Measure B will provide operating and maintenance expenses for the planned BART extension to Milpitas, San Jose, and Santa Clara, the necessary link to make the project eligible for $750 million in federal funding.  The passage of this 1/8 cent sales tax measure would enable the VTA to begin construction of this project next year.  The extension will carry some 100,000 commuters each day, and will serve as the backbone of a transit network that connects Light Rail, CalTrain, and the Mineta/ San Jose International Airport. 
· Measure J will replace the expiring $1.75 emergency communications fee with a smaller tax of $1.57 per line, a reduction of 10%.   This measure will enable the City to maintain its current funding levels for police, fire, libraries, parks and other critical city services. 
· Measure K will reduce the telecommunications user tax rate from 5% to 4.5%, also a reduction of 10%, and would modernize the ordinance to apply equally to all telecommunications technologies.   Like Measure J, this measure will enable the City to maintain current levels of public safety and neighborhood services, both of which have suffered repeated cuts in recent years. 
· Measure M will allow the City Council to negotiate long-term lease agreements with nonprofit groups and businesses that can provide services in City parks, pools, and community centers.   This measure will enable community partners to provide programs that would otherwise strain the City’s strapped budget. 
For more information about these measures, please contact Office of Councilmember Liccardo at (408) 535-4903. 
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