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News Advisory

Office of Councilmember Sam T. Liccardo
For Immediate Release: October 1, 2007
Local Partnership Offers Safety to Immigrants
Task force aims to reassure immigrant worries and announces efforts of support
Event:
Councilmember Liccardo, in partnership with People Acting in Community Together (PACT) and local officials, announce efforts to support immigrants. Task force will provide assurances that local police, fire, schools and medical services are available to serve local families regardless of immigration status. Spanish translations will be made available. 
When:

Press Conference – Thursday, October 4, 2007

Where:

St. Patrick’s Cathedral



10:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. – Remarks from speakers 


389 East Santa Clara Street


10:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. – Questions and Answers 


San Jose, CA 95113
Who:

Councilmember Sam Liccardo



Supervisor Blanca Alvarado 



Acting Consul General, José Eduardo Loreto



San Jose Police Chief Rob Davis
Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith


District Attorney Dolores Carr 
Background:
 With the failure of comprehensive immigration reform in Congress last summer, many immigrants in Silicon Valley fear accessing critical services, and have become reluctant to call the police or fire department, or to send their children to school or even seek emergency medical care. Recent raids by the federal Immigration Customs & Enforcement (ICE) agency have heightened those fears. 
Councilmember Liccardo noted, "Because of the fear of federal immigration authorities, San Jose families feel reluctant to access basic services such as emergency medical care, primary education, or police. We need our local families to obtain needed services from counties and cities, because if they don't, we're all made less safe and less healthy.  That is, when a stove catches fire in a family's apartment, the failure to call the fire department for assistance places everyone in the apartment complex in peril.  Reluctance in calling the police after a crime enables predators to continue to victimize.  We're all in this together." 
Efforts to support our local immigrants will include; informing the community of available local services; clarifying the recent changes in the Social Security Administration's policy on "No Match" letters to employers; making immigration reform and support for immigrant communities a priority for all current elected officials; and educating residents about their civil rights.
In March of this year, the San Jose City Council passed a resolution drafted by Councilmembers’ Liccardo, Nguyen, Campos, and Vice Mayor David Cortese, clarifying that San Jose city employees would serve all residents, regardless of immigration status.  Recently, local officials, in partnership with PACT, have formed a County Task Force on Law Enforcement & Immigrant Relations to facilitate communication between local law enforcement and immigrant communities.  That effort is led by District Attorney Dolores Carr, San Jose Police Chief Rob Davis, and San Jose Councilmember Sam Liccardo.  The San Jose Police Department has committed to continue avoiding any participation in raids conducted by ICE.  
Interviews: 
Councilmember Liccardo and other community partners will be available for one-on-one interviews. 
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