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Transportation Innovations to Ease Impacts of High-Density Housing

Continuing work toward the City of San José’s goal of providing alternative transportation for residents and commuters, Mayor Reed and Councilmembers Sam Liccardo and Judy Chirco are calling for incentives to entice developers of high-density housing to finance eco passes and car share. The proposal will be heard at today’s Rules Committee meeting at 2p.m. 
The proposal aims to increase alternative transportation options and mitigate concerns regarding traffic and parking that often arise around high density housing. Specifically, the proposal calls for City staff to determine what set of incentives will entice developers of high density housing to:  
· finance eco passes for all residents of high density developments for a number of years; 

· provide sufficient capital start-up investment to launch a privately operated automobile sharing program in the downtown, North San Jose, San Jose State University or other high density areas; 
“In a world of $4 a gallon gas, housing developers that offer transportation related solutions will stand out among their peers,” commented Councilmember Liccardo. 
Residential densities will only increase as the City confronts the dual realities of population growth and environmental threat. In fact, the City’s general plan task force, Envision 2040, faces the difficult job of finding room in San Jose for 400,000 new residents over the next 30 years. The City’s commitment to building a city for people not cars and minimizing its carbon and fiscal footprint requires that San Jose build high density developments along transit corridors and key job centers. The proposal is a proactive approach to dealing with the traffic and parking issues that accompany high density development.  
“While the recent financial downtown has stalled market rate development, it’s also created an opportunity to evaluate future direction. This is an appropriate time to re-assess our policies to make density – and its resulting impacts – more livable, less onerous and more sustainable,” said Liccardo. 

Eco Passes provide free access to transit services for an entire year and the benefits are numerous including; reducing traffic congestion, mitigating parking demands, boosting public transportation ridership and reducing carbon emissions. 

Car share companies, such as ZipCar and CarShare, give access to a fleet of vehicles on an hourly basis. Members reserve a car as needed and are billed for their accrued time or mileage. Car sharing offers a host of benefits including; reducing greenhouse gas emissions, reducing parking demands and cost savings and greater mobility for residents. 
The recent emergence of residential towers in the downtown and continued high density developments throughout the City along transit corridors present an opportunity to encourage these alternate means of transportation. 
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