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Councilmembers Call to Ease Burdens on Events & Festivals 

Pushing toward the City of San José’s goal of creating a culturally vibrant City, Councilmembers Sam Liccardo and Nancy Pyle are calling for policy changes to reduce the burden of City fees on event producers. The proposal will be heard at tomorrow’s Rules Committee meeting at 2p.m. 
The proposal aims to reexamine fees on events and asks whether costs imposed are necessary. The plan calls for City staff to look at alternatives for event producers in the areas of cost control, revenue generation and park use regulation, specifically;   
· For neighborhood events, allow fees to be waived when neighborhoods can use volunteers to perform task the City would charge a fee for; 

· Eliminate fees where the City incurs little or marginal cost;
· Revise policies to allow event organizers to generate more revenue at their events and control costs on things like secondary employment and fire inspections.  

Recently, increasing fees, declining City grants and private sponsorships have made it difficult for event producers to continue. One example is the 2009 America Festival which cancelled their July 4th event.  

“Our events and festivals provide a critical means to build community and enhance the cultural life of our city.   They also serve as important fundraisers for many of our nonprofits, but too our own City fees and regulations get in the way, and dissuade some promoters from bringing their events to San José,” commented Councilmember Liccardo.  “We need to change that.”  
With eight consecutive years of budget deficits, the City’s fee schedule has been increasing in conformity with the Council’s policy of “full cost recovery.” Often, this mandate has created unintended consequences and hurdles for event producers. 
“Festivals and events are vital to creating a unique identity for the diverse neighborhoods in San Jose. During these tough economic times, we have the opportunity to reevaluate fees and charges and the way we work with our community event organizers,” said Councilmember Pyle, who chairs the City’s Community and Economic Development Committee.  
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