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STATEMENT OF COUNCILMEMBER SAM T. LICCARDO,

“By approving a Resolution of Intent to purchase a site for a downtown medical clinic, the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors today will take a bold step toward fulfilling our community’s ambition to restore medical care to the downtown.  I strongly support the County’s actions, and I would like to thank, in particular, County Executive Jeff Smith and the members of the County’s Health and Hospital Committee, Supervisors Ken Yeager and Liz Kniss, for their leadership on this initiative.  

“Since the closure of the San Jose Medical Center in 2004, and with the decision by HCA to refuse to provide elective care to Medi-Cal recipients at Regional Medical Center, the medical needs of downtown residents have gone badly underserved.  Despite the best efforts of strong non-profit providers like Gardner Healthcare, the dearth of medical services has seriously troubled the community that I represent.  As I came into office in 2007, I made the provision of medical care downtown a top priority of my tenure in office, a commitment that has carried us through countless hours of meetings and brainstorming sessions to find a solution.  

“While this decision opens the doors of a safe, modern facility in which our children will receive their immunizations and flu vaccines, our downtown gets a shot in the arm as well, and one that will enhance its vitality and long-term health.”  

“The residents of this County overwhelmingly supported Measure A on last year’s ballot to fund a downtown medical clinic, and we have the voters to thank for their vision and their willingness to invest in these essential services.  I am also grateful that the County and City have had a fruitful working relationship throughout this time, and we at the City of San José and the San José Redevelopment Agency stand prepared to continue to assist the County in every way to make this medical center available for the many underserved residents of downtown and central San José.”   
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