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Council to Vote on Bold Bicycle Program in the Downtown

Continuing to work toward the City of San José’s goal of providing alternative transportation for residents and commuters, the San Jose City Council today will vote on a Bicycle Master Plan for the City. The Master Plan contains two important elements - segregated bike lanes and a pilot bike share. 
The new bike plan marks a significant break from the past, with policy objectives to double the number of on-street lanes from 250 miles to 500 miles, add 5000 new bike racks, bring bicycle mode share to 5 percent, and achieve League of American Bicyclists (LAB) Gold-level Bicycle Friendly Community status, all by 2020. San Jose has tripled bicycle mode share in the last three years, up to 1.2 percent, which puts the city 15th among the largest 70 cities nationally, according to the San Jose Department of Transportation (DOT).
Councilmember Liccardo who is vice chair of Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) pushed for a pilot bicycle share program to be incorporated into the City’s master plan. City staff and VTA staff are currently developing a regional pilot “bike share” at key transit stations in the downtown areas of San Jose, Palo Alto and Mountain View. It’s anticipated funding for the bike share will be awarded in the next two months. 
In addition to working with the VTA a trial bike-share program, two projects in particular in the City’s Bicycle Master Plan will make giant steps in creating a bicycle friendly city. The first is the San Fernando bikeway, a painted, buffered bicycle lane from Diridon Station a mile and a half to downtown destinations, such as San Jose State University. 

Proposed by Councilmember Liccardo and Mayor Reed in August 2008, the second project of note is a bi-directional, physically separated cycle track on 4th Street from St. James Street to San Carlos Street, intersecting the San Fernando colored lane and linking up Japantown and destinations north with the downtown core. The DOT intends to remove a lane of vehicular traffic to make room for the cycle track, move the parking lane off the curb, and run the cycle track curbside. Numerous technical difficulties still need to be worked out, particularly the challenge of minimizing turning conflicts at the intersections where bi-directional bicycle traffic would create signal and visibility issues. 
"If we can implement this plan, it will set San Jose on a course to achieve a place among the great cycling communities in the nation, if not the world," said Liccardo. "Our weather, topography, and demographics make San Jose poised for enormous growth in biking mode share--we've tripled our number of riders in recent years--but it will take determination and resources to alter our streetscape and create a more bike-friendly ecosystem."
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