
Native trees such as cottonwood, 
sycamore and oak are an essential part of 
the stream ecosystem. Their spreading 
boughs shade the creek and keep it cool 

through the summer months. Tangled roots fringe the 
edges of deep pools, sheltering frogs and salamanders. 
Fallen leaves from these trees provide food and 
shelter for the insect larvae that sustain the trout 
and other denizens of the streams. Streamside trees, 
often the tallest trees in the area, provide nesting 
places for many species of birds. Shrubs and berries 
feed birds and small mammals.

Rainbow trout are excellent 
indicators of a healthy 
stream. They rely on cold, 
clean water, shaded by native 
trees and shrubs for shelter 
and food. Trout can still be found on 
our creek, providing us with good cause 
to protect this special place.

Upper Penitencia Creek
Originating high on Poverty Ridge in the eastern foothills, Upper Penitencia Creek plunges into Cherry Flat Reservoir, a nd then meanders through Alum 
Rock Park. The lovely Arroyo Aguague joins the stream deep w ithin the Park. Below the gates of the Park, Upper Penitenci a Creek winds through the 
Berryessa and Alum Rock neighborhoods, a narrow ribbon of ta ll trees, cool water, and bird song. Not far from the Santa Clara County fairgrounds, our 
stream joins the mighty Coyote Creek -- the longest stream and largest watershed in Santa Clara County. Not far from Alviso, Coyote Creek flows through 
the estuary to San the Francisco Bay.

Red-shouldered hawks often 
breed along streams. Red-
shouldered hawk nests have 

been observed high in the eucalyptus trees 
along Upper Penitencia Creek. Known for 
their vocal displays and soaring flight, a 
pair of red-shouldered hawks may use the 
same territory for many years. 

The California Tiger Salamander 
has disappeared from many of our 
local watersheds, and has recently 

been listed as a "threatened species" by the 
federal government. These rare and beautiful 
salamanders still lurk in the hidden valleys of 
the upper watershed.

Upper Penitencia 
Creek and its 
associated fields 
and ponds offer 
many opportuni-
ties for graceful 
and lovely herons 

and egrets to forage for 
frogs, fish, and other 
tasty morsels.

What is a watershed?
A watershed is the land surrounding a stream or river. A watershed includes the 
whole valley up to the ridgeline. All the rain water that is not soaked up is shed by 
this land and runs off into the stream or river which runs through it. No matter 
where you live, you live in a watershed, and  your actions can influence the health of 
your local creek. 




