
City Landmark Criteria Title 13.48. 
H. Prior to recommending approval or modified approval, the historic 
landmarks commission shall find that said proposed landmark has special 
historical, architectural, cultural, aesthetic, or engineering interest or value of 
an historical nature, and that its designation as a landmark conforms with the 
goals and policies of the general plan. In making such findings, the 
commission may consider the following factors, among other relevant factors, 
with respect to the proposed landmark: 

 
1. Its character, interest or value as part of the local, regional, state or national 
 history, heritage or culture; 

 
2. Its location as a site of a significant historic event; 
 
3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the 
 local, regional, state or national culture and history; 

 
4. Its exemplification of the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the 

City of San José; 
 
5. Its portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an era of history  
 characterized by a distinctive architectural style; 

 
6. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or 
 specimen; 
 
7. Its identification as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual  
 work has influenced the development of the City of San José; 

 
8. Its embodiment of elements of architectural or engineering design, detail,  

materials or craftsmanship which represents a significant architectural 
innovation or which is unique. 

 
 
Staff comment: No explicit mention of age



California Register Criteria 
To be eligible for application and listing on the California Register, a historical 
resource must be significant at the local, state, or national level under one or 
more of the following four criteria: 
 
A. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of 
California or the United States; 

 
 
 
B. It is associated with the lives of persons important to local, California; or 

national history; 
 
 
 
C. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method 

of construction, or represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic 
values; or 

 
 
 
D. It has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the 

prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation. 
 
 
 
In addition, the resource should be at least 50 years old, and 
retain enough of its historic character or appearance to be 
recognized as a historic property, and to convey the reason for 
its significance. 


