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/ SAKTA <CL.ARA
47/:8 Valley Transportation Authority
January-8, 2009

City of San Jose . ’ ,
Department of Planging and Busldmg L ‘ i
200 Bast Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

Attention: Jared Hart

Subject: City File No. 87 0826’ { Branh'am Lane-Snell Avenne Roadway Widening
Dear Mr. Hart: | | |
Santa Clara Valley Tr%nsportatibﬁ Authority (VTA) staff have reviewed the Initial

Study/Negative Declaration for roadway improvements op Branham Lane and Snell Avenue, We
have the following comments,

Bus Service

VTA provides bus service and maintains bus stops on Snell Avenue within the project limite. In
order to provide conveniont access io transit service, VTA recommends that the City retain the
bus stops aud provide the following improvements for the existing bus stops:

| do
s A 22-foot curb lane or bus duckout (see-YTA, standards attached). D e went o
¢ A 10° X 55 PCC bus stop pavement pad (sce VTA standards attached). ov \’35 P‘)
o A 10’ X 40' passenger waiting pad per ADA standards Qb (v v{w\~
*+ No trees or shrubs within the bus stop area \9&0 _
»

Pedestrian slgnal for the bus stop at Obert Drive P 0\(’,?

~ We disagree with the project proposal 1o efiminate the bus stop on the west side of Snell Avenue
at Obext Drive, The ourrent spacing bctwcen bus stops is ideal for transit passengers.
Elimination of this bus stop would create ovér a half-oile distance botween bus stops in the
soutthbound dtreotlon

Pedestrian and Bicycle Acoommodations .

VTA supports the proposed design features that would enhance pedestrian safely and
convenience along portions of the project area, including the installation of a sidewatk from the
Snell Avenue/Bravham Lane intersection to the bus stop on southbound Snell Avenne, and the
removal of the “pork ohop” islands at the Chynoweth Avenue/Snell Avenue intersection, VTA
also supports the inclusion of bicycle lanes along hoth sides of Branbam Lane and Suell Avenue
in the proposed widening project. Together these measures will promote walking, bicycling and
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transit use along this corridor, which is served by multiple bus routes and is within one mile of
VTA light rail service. The proposed desiga features are also consistent with VTA’s Pedestrian
‘Technical Guidelines and the principles of VTA’s Commuuity Design & Transportation (CDT)
program, )

VTA requests that the City of San Jose continue to coordinate with the Master Plan process for fH CuRner |
the future Martial Coitle Park to provide a continnous pedestrian path along the south side of i
. Branham Lane and the west side of Snell Avenue in the project area. VTA notes that sidewalks )’No\ ) 20!

- are not being provided in these areas as part of this roadway widening project, but ratber are Jeft &Q)N \‘L ?
to consideration by the pask Master Plan process. VTA. recommaends that pedestrian paths along for SRS
these strest frontages bs created (whether in the fotra of a sidewalk or a multi-use pai), and that
they be as direct as possible and open to the general publio in addition to park users. The
creation of such paths will be important 1o ensure pedestrian access to transit, to the new county
park, and to the commercial plaga near the intersection of Branham Lane and Snell Avenue,

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. If you h_éva any questions, please call me at
(408) 321-5784,

qugre]y,

Roy Molseed
Senior Environmental Planner

RiMi:kh

ce: Satantha Swan, VA .
Bbrahim Sohrabi, San Jose Public Works

810826
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DEVELOPE S HT GEEVICES
Mr. Joseph Horwedel
Department of Planning, Building, and Code Enforcement
City of San Jose
200 East Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113
Subjecti Public Nofice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Branham

Lanef Snell Avenue Roadway Widening and Improvement Project, File No.
PP08-054 .

Dear Mr. Horwedsl:

The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) has reviewed the Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) and Initial Study (IS) for the Branham Lane/ Snell Avenue Roadway Widening and
Improvement Project recelved December 10, 2008. ~

Based on our review of the above document, we have the following comments:

The District's Snell pipeline, a 66-inch diameter high pressure treated water transmission line is
located along the west side of Snell Avenue within a District easement. A copy of the district’s
sasement deed and the as-huilt plans for the Snell Pipaline are enclosed for your information,
The District’s Water Resources Protection Ordinance (WRPO) states that any proposed work -
which affects a District facility including any creek within a pipe or a Disirict water supply
pipeline, or work which takes place wilhin any District right of way (easement & fee title) will
require a District permit. To obtain a permit, please submit a permit application, which can be
found at www.valleywater.org under "Water Resources Protection Ordinance” under the <@Jick

links, and two sets of plans for permit review. —% (Y & il LI ?g)‘ml\. (Vo (b

Any questions may be referred to Ms. Colleen Haggerty at (408) 265-2607, extension 2322,
Please reference File No. 31203 on any future correspondence regarding this project.

Sincerely,
Z\Q{W

Cristina Estrella
Engineering Intern
Community Projects Review Unit

Enclosures: SCVWD Easement Deed for Snell Pipeline
Snell Pipeline Phase | Plan and Profile As-Built Sheets 12 — 14 of 87

ce: S. Tippets, C. Haggerty, C. Estrella, File
31203_51500ch01-08

The mission of 1he Sanla Clary Valley Woter Disirict is o haalihy, safe and enhanced qualily of living in Senta Clora Coundy through wotershad

P29
stewardship und comprahensive management of woler resources in o praciical, cosi-effeclive and environmentally sensifive manner. Lt




County of Santa Clara
Parks and Recreation Department
298 Garden Hill Drive

Los Gatos, California 95032-7669

(408) 355-2200 FAX 355-2290
Reservations {408) 355-2201

www.parkhere.org

January 13, 2009

Attn: Jared Hart

City of San Jose Department of Plannmg and Building and Code Enfoxcement
200 East Santa Clara Street

San Jose, CA 95113-1905

Subject: Initial Study/ Mitigated Negaﬂve Declaration for Branham Lane/ Snell Avenue
Roadway Widening and Improvement Project (File No. PP08-054)

Dear Mr. Hatt:

The County Parks and Recreation Department (“County Parks Department™) is in receipt of an
Tnitial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Branham Lane/ Snell Avenue.
Roadway Widening and Improvement Project (Rile No. PP08-054), Although the County Patks
Department and the State of Californta jointly own the 287.54-acre Marital Cottle Park, the
County Parks Department has been the lead agency coordinating with the City of San Jose Public
Works Department on the negotiations for the right-of-way property from the County-owned
parcel (APN# 4G4-06-020) for the roadway widening and improvement project.

Since 2007 the County Parks Department has been planning for the future development of
Martial Cottle Park and currently working on refinements to a preferred draft alternative for the
Park Master Plan, The City of San Jose Public Wotks and Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood
Services (PRINS) Departments have been actively engaged in this collaborative planning process
with the County. The County Parks Department’s coniments are primarily focused on the
potential impacts of the proposed project related to the future park development and operations at
Martial Coitle Park.

SECTION 3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION .
3.2.4 Landscaping

As part of the future design and implementation of the landscaping along the no _gﬂ_s;de of
Branham Lane, a future sidewalk or trail connection should be accommodated within or
alongside this landscape area at Branham Lane (south side) to afford pedestrian access from the
neighborhood and the future park, It would be recommended for the County and City Public

5™
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Works Depa: tment to work togethm on the desx gn of these facilities to mtegnate as patt of the
landscaping plan. - PM Wi ;5 R-0-wW fr fu‘wu\\r’

3.2.5 Construction Schedule

Given the City’s funding ‘constraints associated with project implementation, the late summer
2010 start date for the project should be adjusted to reflect a more accurate construction
schedule, -~ OY,(L\)B -

3.3 Property and Easement Acquisitions

The Project Description identified an approximately 4,400-foot long easement, with widths

varying from 33 to 65 feet, from the County of Santa Clara adjacent to the future Maitial Cottle

Park property for the Branham Lane impyovements. In addition the Project Descr iption identified
“the City's acquisition of an approximately 2,550-foot long easement, with widths varying from

two to 50 feet, from the County of Santa Clara for the Snell Avenue improvements. [Does the e, 44 ‘mh\@f\
anticipated easement area include the portion of Snell Avenue improvements within the Life (g Gaeig?
Estate AreaTyThere should be a discussion about the property and easement acquisition that the(. y lg, v S“‘*
City would need from Mr. Walter Cottle Lesterifor the portion of the Snell Avenue P ¢
improvements that take place within the Life Estate Aiea, a 32-acre portion of Martial Coltle

Patk, which the Donor has exclusive use,

3

Until the City obtains the necessary right-of-ways for the i'oadway widening and improﬁeinent
project, the County Parks Department will continue to complete a long-range plan for Martial |
Cottle Park that fulfills the County’s obligations with the Property Transfer Agreement between

the County and Mr, Walter Cottle Lester and implement the intent of the Donot’s vision for the Al

patk. Currently, the Preliminaty Draft Preferred Alternative for the Master Plan identifies a v offt
buffer width of 30 to 75 feet for future landscaping and sxdeww Any additional i Sk
propenty that thm d need for the roadway widening and 1mp10vement project would ove O Wi/f
affect the future operations of the commercial agucultmal use ateas in the patk and potential hos ‘“‘““'1
main vehicnlar entrance into the park, o . wegly r}h
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

Section 4.2.2.1: Tinpacts to Agricultural Lands
There should be a correction to the date when the County of Santa Clara filed a notice of non-

renewal of the Williamson Act Contract for the County-owned portion of the Park. The County . ‘7 !
filed the notice on Apil 2, 2007 and not April 9, 2007, where the contract would terminate on 4 ” *Pﬂ\
January 1, 2017. i,

Mattial Coitle Park is jointly owned by the County and the State, and there is a portion of the
Snell Avenue improvements that is part of the Life Estate Area. Although the City would not
need fo seek acquisitions from the State-owned parcel for the roadway widening and
improvement project, the Williamson Act Contract applies to all four parcels within the patk
(including a County-owned parcel, State-owned parcel and two parcels-within the Life Estate
Area), The Life Estate Area continyes to be under Williamson Act contract as requested by the
Donor, Mr, Walter Cottle Lester,
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In regards to the State’s initiation of the Willamson Act Contract nontenewal, the County Cletk
of the Board recorded a Notice of Nonrenewal for the State-owned parcel on October 31,
2008and the State’s Williamson Act contract would terminate on January 1, 2018.

In regards to the City of San Jose’s compliance with the Williamson Act contract’s development
guidelines, the City should consult with the County Planning Office’s Williamson Act Program
Manager; Dana Peak, at (408) 299-5798, for an early consultation about these guidelines. o
According to the Santa Clara County Williamson Act Progtam, there ave restrictions on’ B
“development, which includes public infrastructure, on contracted parcels that continue to exist £4) W
through the contract nonrenewal period that concludes in 2017 for the County-owned propert;S o VW‘*‘(’ )

RECREATION

Section 4,14.1; Setting

" The IS/MND notes there are several City of San Jose neighborhood parks located within a half aj) 0%

mile from the project alignments. The IS/MND should also identify Martial Cottle Park as a j
regional park and state park located within the vicinity of the project alignments.

TRANSPORTATION

Section 4.15.2.1: Future Conditions

The IS/MND discusses future fraffic conditions along Branham Lane and Snell Avenue as
estimated in the year 2020, This.analysis should also include a discussion of the future Martial
Cottle Park as a nearby land use to the project, The IS/MND states that, “pedestiian signals and
north-south crosswalks are not provided at the Branham Lane/Branham Plaza intersection,
because pedestrian facilities do not exist on the south side of Branham Lane. There are no ,

. 1 T ; " , » Qs o ‘s gkoJU *
crosswalks at the unsignalized intersections along the project alignment.” Since it is anticipated R
that Martial Cotile Park would be developed and open to the public ih 2012, the need for ot @ Gl

" pedesteian signals and crosswalks should be considered as future condmons for the City's %‘M\
roadway widening and itaprovement pr .
Y g P 1tp oject e \\\weu j

. Section 4,15,2,3; Pedestr lan, Blcycle, and Transit Facilities : A0pS
The IS/MND discusses the climination of the existing bus stop on southbouitd Sneil Avenue at ‘
Obett Drive given the lack of pedestrian facilities. The IS/MND also notes that the alternative to \Nl

this bus stop would be the two existing stops located on Chynoweth Avenue and Brankam lane, b Ag g
however the walking distance would increase for some transit riders. Taking into account the L, s S
planned future Martial Cottle Park located across the street from the Snell Avenue bus stop, there | " k”
would be an increased need for public transit options for future park users and this bus stop W, —%
should not be eliminated. . \7>

' Sect;on 4.4.2.3 City of San Jose Heritage Trees

The valley oak tree that is located on Snell Avenue is proposed for removal as patt of the pIOJGCt
is of Ordinance size for the City of San Tose Heutage Trees. Although the valley oak tree is not-
on listed on the City of San Jose’s official Heritage Tree list for protection, there is strong
community sentiment and concern from the Donm Mr, Waiter Cottle Lester, for this valley oak
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tree to be protebted and maintained at its current location, The County Patrks Department highly
recommends that the City consider the protection of this valley oak tiee in its roadway widening
and improvemen{ project, ' '

The County Parks and Recreation Department appreciates the opportunity to review and submit
comments on the IS/MND for the Branham Lane/ Snell Avenug Roadway Widening and
Improvement Project. If you have any questions régarding these comments, please feel fiee to
contact me at (408) 355-2230 or via email at Kimbeily.Brosseau@prk.scegov.org.

‘ Sincerely,

Kimberly Brosseau
Park Planner IIT

¢ Lisa Killough, Director
Julie Matk, Deputy Director of Adminisiration
Jane Mark, Senior Planner
Dana Peak, Santa Clara County Williamson Act Program Manager, County Planning Office




