
  

Draft Vision 

Inside: 

Community Engagement & 
Priorities 

2 

Targeted Growth— 
Planned & Identified 

3 

Preferred Land Use  
Scenario 

3 

Land Use/Transportation 
Diagram 

4 

Growth Horizons 4 

Next Steps 4 

General Plan.  Community 
members, the Envision Task 
Force and City staff worked 
together to formulate this  
vision through a series of  
meetings and workshops 

The Draft 2040 Vision    
expresses what the people of 
San José want their city to 
become through the success-
ful implementation of the 
Envision San José 2040  

held in 2007.  This Vision 
serves as the foundation for  
the on-going development of 
the Envision San José 2040 
General Plan policy docu-
ment.    

The City of San Jose’s General Plan Update 

 

Volume 1— 
August 2010 
Phase I & II 
Synopsis And   
Next Steps 

— — Beginning in 2007, Phases I & II of Envision San Jose 2040 explored how, how much, and where San Jose should 
grow over the course of the next 30 years.  This brochure summarizes the key accomplishments for these two phases. — —  

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/planning/gp_update 



ning priorities from approxi-
mately 1,000 respondents to 
an online survey with top 
priorities shown in bold.  

A stakeholder Task Force 
representing political, busi-
ness, resident, development, 
religious, and labor interests 
guides the Envision process.  

Key decisions of the        
Envision process are directly 
connected to the priorities 
expressed by Task Force and 
community members.  The 
chart above shows the plan-

The draft Envision San Jose 
2040 General Plan policy 
document aligns with     
community priorities by 
placing a strong emphasis on 
promoting job growth,    
protecting employment 
lands, fostering fiscal      
stability, and focusing 
growth capacity in urban 
Villages and near to transit.      

The American Planning  
Association, California and 
Northern California sections, 
have recognized Envision 
San Jose for its “Planning 
Best Practices.”  Effective 
community engagement  
activities included a video 
presentation, two online sur-
veys completed by 900 and 
2,800 community members 
and a Facebook page.  

Sign up for e-mail updates 
on our website or become a 
fan of our Facebook page! 

Community Engagement 

Envision San Jose 2040 is 
based on extensive commu-
nity engagement.  Phase I 
and II included: 

 8 community workshops 

 42 Task Force meetings 

 Meeting with 23 com-
munity organizations 

 A bus tour 

 On-line engagement 
with 4,500 participants  
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Community input has 

played a critical role 

in helping guide the 

development of the 

Envision Plan. 

Community Identified Planning Priorities
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The Envision “Growth    
Areas” concept promotes 
targeted infill development 
sites at strategic locations 
throughout the City.        
Already Planned Growth 
Areas include Downtown, 
North San Jose, Specific 
Plan areas and the City’s 
employment lands.  The  
Envision process adds 
“Village and Corridor” areas 
(shown in red on the map) 
along transit and in existing 
commercial areas.   
 
Environmental Leadership 
includes minimizing the en-
vironmental impacts of San 
José ’s future growth 
through use of the following 
smart growth strategies: 

Reduce vehicle miles trav-
eled (how much future 
residents and workers will 
need to drive) through an 
improved jobs to          
employed resident ratio 
and land use patterns that 
support transit.  

 Plan land uses to take ad-
vantage of BART and 
high-speed rail planned 
within the Envision 2040 
time frame, along with 
increased use of the     
existing transit system.   

Job and housing growth is 
limited to areas within the 
City’s Urban Growth 
Boundary.  The Envision 
plan does not support growth 
within the Mid-Coyote    
Valley or South Almaden 
Valley Urban Reserves.  

To develop this scenario, the 
Task Force and City Council 
carefully considered commu-
nity input, employment and 
demographic projections 
(including growth projected 
by the Association of Bay 
Area Governments ABAG, 
suggesting demand for 
340,000 new jobs and 

In April 2010, the Task 
Force and City Council se-
lected a Preferred Land Use 
Scenario.  The Preferred 
Land Use Scenario provides 
job and housing growth   
capacity in amounts and at 
locations throughout San 
Jose to best implement iden-
tified community priorities. 

160,000 new housing units), 
and technical fiscal and   
environmental analyses for 
six land use study scenarios.   

The Preferred Land Use Sce-
nario will be used to conduct 
additional environmental 
review and to further de-
velop the Envision Plan.    

Preferred Land Use Scenario 
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The draft Plan encourages job 
growth, mitigates environmental 
impacts, and protects single-
family neighborhoods. 

Focused Growth Strategy 

 Promote mixed-use devel-
opment and strongly em-
phasize building a      
walkable community.   

 
Because the majority of new 
growth would occur within 
the planned Growth Areas, 
this strategy protects the 
character and density of es-
tablished single-family 
neighborhoods.   

Envision San Jose 2040 
Plan Highlights: 

 San Jose as a Regional 
Job Center 

 Focused Growth Areas 

 Plan for People, Not Just 
Cars 

 Fiscal Sustainability 

 Planning Horizons 
(Phases) 

 Periodic Council Review 

 

Envision San Jose 2040 
Plan Growth Capacity: 

 470,000 New Jobs 

 120,000 New Housing Units  
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