
From: City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2026 3:07 PM 
To: Peak, Dana <Dana.Peak@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: Fw: For the record re: Historic Landmarks Commission March 4 meeting, Item 6 (a) 

Office of the City Clerk | City of San José 
200 E. Santa Clara St., Tower 14th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95113 
Main: 408-535-1260 
Fax: 408-292-6207 

How is our service?  Your feedback is appreciated! 

From:  
Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2026 2:50 PM 
To: City Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov> 
Cc: 'Bill Rankin'  'Joan Cosby'  

<  
 

Subject: For the record re: Historic Landmarks Commission March 4 meeting, Item 6 (a) 

Good evening Commissioners, 

I am writing to advocate for keeping the Five Wounds Trail Coyote Creek Trestle in place. Future generations 
deserve the preservation of the last historic railroad trestle in our valley to understand not only the history 
of the Western Pacific Railroad but also its role in the history of downtown canneries and its reason for 
existing to rival the behemoth Southern Pacific. Its proximity to the Rail Museum at History San Jose and its 
value for educating the thousands of children who visit History San Jose annually is priceless. 

Keep the trestle, build a new bridge for the Five Wounds Trail alongside so that people can appreciate the 
architecture and history of the structure. 

Regards, 
Davide Vieira 

Friends of Five Wounds Trail 

All you leave behind are memories -- make them good ones 

PLEASE NOTE: This message, including any attachments, may include privileged, confidential and/or inside 
information. Any distribution or use of this communication by anyone other than the intended recipient(s) 
is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by 
replying to this message and then delete it from your system. Thank you 

 

  [External Email. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. Learn more] 

  
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted 
sources. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WGJZ872
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Terry Christensen  
Sent: Monday, March 2, 2026 12:43 PM 
To: Peak, Dana <Dana.Peak@sanjoseca.gov> 
Cc: Joan Rivas Cosby ; Imelda Rodriguez ; Davide 
Vieira  Alie Victorine  Larry Ames 

; Velazquez, Daniela <Daniela.Velazquez@sanjoseca.gov>; Tordillos, Anthony 
<Anthony.Tordillos@sanjoseca.gov>; Keith Ball  Bill Rankin ; 
Ben Leech  
Subject: Save the Trestle! 

  

Commissioners, San José Historic Landmarks Commission 
Email: Dana.Peak@sanjoseca.gov, Dana Peak, Historic Preservation Officer 
Agenda Item: Five Wounds Trail Master Plan 

Save the trestle!  As you consider the future of the Coyote Creek Trestle, please support Option 3 to 
stabilize and preserve the trestle and build a separate bypass bridge.  

The trestle is a crucial juncture in the link between the future Three Creeks Trail to the south and the future 
Five Wounds Trail to the north.  Preserving the trestle would provide a distinctive landmark for the trails 
and a recognition and an important reminder that the trails run along an historic railroad line.  To further 
emphasize that history, when the Valley Transit Authority removed railroad signage some years ago, 
Friends of Five Wounds Trail persuaded VTA to store the signage in partnership with the City for future use 
along the trail.  We hoped to see the signs along the trail -- with the preserved trestle. 

Option 3 preserves this bit of local history at a time when such physical elements of our history are rare 
and disappearing and it saves money at a time when funding for parks is inadequate.  

Thank you for your service and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Christensen 

Professor Emeritus, San Jose State University 

Founding Member, Friends of Five Wounds Trail 

 

 

  [External Email. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. Learn more] 

 You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important  

  
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from 
untrusted sources. 

mailto:Dana.Peak@sanjoseca.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: D7 Leadership Group  
Sent: Monday, March 2, 2026 9:12 AM 
To: PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov> 
Subject: Historic landmark Commission: 6a Five Wounds Trail and Coyote Creek Trestle 

 You don't often get email from Learn why this is important  

Dear Commissioners,  

The D7 Leadership group is composed of the active neighborhood associations and community leaders in San Jose City 
Council District 7.  We advocate for our district, our neighborhoods, and our city.  

We fully support and are eager for the Five Wounds Trail, but we are concerned about the fate  of the historic trestle that spans 
Coyote Creek Creek and Trail at Coyote Meadows and lies at the endpoints of the future Five Wounds Trail and eastern portion 
of the Three Creeks Trail.  At our February 5th general meeting, we voted to support the preservation of the historic trestle. We 
feel the city’s proposed option 3, which preserves the trestle as a landmark, closing it off to public use, while building the very 
important adjacent modern bridge for the Five Wounds Trail endpoint is the best choice. 

The trestle is a city wide historic landmark that adds beauty to the Coyote Creek Trail and affords an opportunity for the public 
to learn about the influence railroads had on the development of our city. Preserving  the trestle connects not only trails but 
also connects nearby History Park,  the Ashworth-Remillard House to the east and the canneries to the south. This is a huge 
part of the history of the Valley of Hearts Delight and we would like to see this history promoted rather than torn down. This is an 
opportunity to build on the history in this area with educational signage, but signs alone cannot impart the significance of the 
railroads. It is the trestle itself that reminds us of our history and inspires residents to ask questions and make connections. As 
one of our members so aptly said,” If we tear down the trestle we can never replace it.” 

Please help us protect the trestle, while continuing  the work on the Five Wounds Trail that is an important transportation 
corridor for D-7 and D-3 residents. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter, 

Alie Victorine. President 

 

Executive Board 

      Alie Victorine, President (Seven Trees NA)  

      Lydia Petrovic, Vice President (Alma NA) 

      Steve Navarro, Secretary (Tropicana-Lanai NA) 

      Orlana Mejia, Treasurer (Lone Bluff-Senter NA)  

  

  

  [External Email. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. Learn more] 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.  

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Greg Peck - ADLG  

Sent: Monday, March 2, 2026 4:31 PM 

To: PlanningSupportStaff <PlanningSupportStaff@sanjoseca.gov> 

Cc: The Office of Mayor Matt Mahan <mayor@sanjoseca.gov>; District1 <district1@sanjoseca.gov>; 

District2 <District2@sanjoseca.gov>; District3 <district3@sanjoseca.gov>; District4 

<District4@sanjoseca.gov>; District5 <District5@sanjoseca.gov>; District 6 

<district6@sanjoseca.gov>; District7 <District7@sanjoseca.gov>; Councilmember Domingo 

Candelas <District8@sanjoseca.govx-addressing-grammar>; District9 <district9@sanjoseca.gov>; 

District 10 <District10@sanjoseca.gov>; Maguire, Jennifer <jennifer.maguire@sanjoseca.gov>; City 

Clerk <city.clerk@sanjoseca.gov>; Taber, Toni <toni.taber@sanjoseca.gov> 

Subject: March 4th agenda item 6a: “Five Wounds Trail and Coyote Creek Trestle” 

[External Email. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. Learn 

more<https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification>] 

 

Hello, 

Please find attached a letter from the All District Leadership Group (ADLG) regarding the Coyote 

Creek Trestle. Please provide a copy to each member of the Historic Landmarks Commission. 

Thank you, 

Greg Peck, Chair, ADLG 

 

cc: 

Mayor, City Council, City Clerk, City Manager 

 

Attachment: 

ADLG to HLC re Coyote Creek Trestle - March 2, 2026.pdf 
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untrusted sources. 
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1 

 
All District Leadership Group 

Council Districts 
D1 - D2 - D3 - D4 - D5 - D6 - D7 - D8 - D9 - D10 

San José, California 
 

Members of the Historic Landmarks Commission 
City of San José 
via email, sent March 2, 2026 
 

re: March 4th agenda item 6a: “Five Wounds Trail and Coyote Creek Trestle” 
 

Dear Commissioners, 
 

The All District Leadership Group (ADLG), comprised of the leaders of the Neighborhood Leaders’ Groups 
from San José’s ten Council Districts, exists to facilitate communicaXon between San José’s many diverse 
communiXes and the City. At our monthly Board meeXng on February 14, 2026, we reviewed the Staff 
Report on the Five Wounds Trail and Coyote Creek Trestle and then voted to send you this le^er. 
 

The Coyote Creek Trestle is an 
unused City-owned century-old 
Western Pacific railroad bridge. It is 
located just north of Kelley Park at 
the juncXon of three developing 
regional trails – the Five Wounds 
Trail, the Three Creeks Trail, and the 
Coyote Creek Trail – which together 
will serve many of San José’s 
neighborhoods. 
 

The City commissioned a study of 
the trestle – the reports are on the 
City’s Five Wounds webpage.1   
The consultants evaluated three alternaXves: 

• Op4on 1: Fully retrofit exisXng trestle bridge for mulX-purpose trail use.  
• Op4on 2: Demolish the exisXng trestle and construct a new single-span weathering steel truss 

bridge for mulX-purpose trail use.  
• Op4on 3: Retrofit exisXng trestle for collapse prevenXon and construct a new single-span 

weathering steel truss bridge adjacent to the exisXng trestle. 

 
1 h#ps://www.sanjoseca.gov/Home/Components/FacilityDirectory/FacilityDirectory/3038/2058 



2 

We would like to propose an Op4on 3a: retrofit the trestle as 
in OpXon 3, but construct the new single-span bridge 
approximately 80 f east of the trestle (e.g., at survey line 
105693.4 in the diagram rather than 105612): the truss bridge 
could be over 15% shorter (and cheaper?) at that locaXon, and 
the extra separaXon reduces the likelihood of future trail 
closures if there were to be a trestle fire or vandalism. 

The consultants esXmate that it will take 47 months to fully 
rebuild the trestle (OpXon 1) or to stabilize it and build a new 
bridge nearby (#3 or 3a), but it would take an addiXonal 10 
months (57 months in total) to demolish the trestle and then 
build a new bridge. They also esXmate that it’d cost roughly 
$750,000 more to demolish and replace the trestle than to 
stabilize it and build the new bridge alongside it. 

The consultants’ report goes on to state that “the Coyote Creek Trestle appears to be individually eligible 
for lisXng on the NaXonal Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR), and as a San Jose City Landmark.” It also says they reviewed the alternaXves: 
“AlternaXve 1 [retrofit and adapt] was found to be parXally complaint with the [the Secretary of the 
Interior’s] Standards [for the Treatment of Historic ProperXes]; AlternaXve 2 [replace] was found to not 
be compliant with the Standards; and AlternaXve 3 [stabilize and parallel] was found to be in full 
compliance with the Standards.” 

The consultant’ “Structural EvaluaXon” report says “The Coyote Creek Trestle is built with, generally, 
high-quality piles and Xmbers. With some repairs and limited replacement of members, the trestle can 
provide service … for decades with minimal maintenance.”  

However, the webpage’s “Summary” says that OpXon 2 (demolish and replace) has already been 
selected – even though neither the City’s Historic Landmarks Commission nor the Parks and RecreaXon 
Commission have even been briefed on the issue, nor has the City Council considered the ma^er.  

We respecrully request, as you consider the Staff reports, that you do not “accept” their selecXon of the 
demoliXon opXon but instead support some variant of Op4on3.  

San José is a historic city, but we have lost so much of our historic structures. In this case, we can have a 
safe new trail connecXon and save and preserve this fascinaXng remnant from our past! 

Thank you. 

Greg Peck, Chair, ADLG 

D 1 - Gary Cunningham D 2 - John Leipelt D 3 - Joan Rivas-Cosby 
D 4 - Linda Locke D 5 - Guadalupe Gonzales D 6 - Ed Saum, Larry Ames 
D 7 - Alie Victorine D 8 - Pat Waite D 9 - Kelsey Colson  
D10 - Vasundhara TadimeX, David Heindel  Member At Large - Jim Carter 




