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STATEMENT OF EXEMPTION 

FILE NO. SP25-029 
LOCATION OF PROPERTY 300 Holger Way 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION Special Use Permit (SUP) to allow a data center use (20 

megawatts [MW]) within an existing approximately 
97,800-square-foot research and development building 
on an approximately 4.86-gross-acre site. No changes to 
the site and building exterior are proposed. No 
expansion of the existing building footprint or site 
improvements are proposed. The project would involve 
interior tenant improvements only, including 
installation of data racks. No electrical and mechanical 
equipment, or emergency generators are proposed. No 
grading, excavation, demolition, tree removals, or 
landscaping changes are proposed. 

CERTIFICATION 
Under the provisions of Sections 15332 of the State Guidelines for Implementation of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as stated below, this project is found to be exempt from the 
environmental review requirements of Title 21 of the San José Municipal Code, implementing CEQA of 
1970, as amended. 
 
15332. IN-FILL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Class 32 consists of projects characterized as in-fill development meeting the conditions described in 
this section: 

a) The project is consistent with the applicable general plan designation and all applicable general 
plan policies as well as with applicable zoning designation and regulations. 

b) The proposed development occurs within city limits on a project site of no more than five acres 
substantially surrounded by urban uses. 

c) The project site has no value as habitat for endangered, rare or threatened species. 
d) Approval of the project would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air 

quality, or water quality. 
e) The site can be adequately served by all required utilities and public services. 

 
ANALYSIS 

a) The project is consistent with the applicable general plan designation and all applicable general 
plan policies as well as with applicable zoning designation and regulations.  

The project site is in the Industial Park (IP) Zoning District, which allows “data center” use subject to 
approval of a SUP. No exterior modifications would be made to the existing building, which will 
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remain consistent with the setback and height requirements of the Industrial Park Zoning District. 
Pursuant to approval of SUP, the project would comply with the development standards of the 
Industrial Park zoning district. The project site is designated Combined Indstrial/Commercial within 
the Land Use/Transportation diagram of the Envision San José 2040 General Plan. Properties with this 
designation are intended for commercial, office, or industrial developments or a compatible mix of 
these uses. The proposed reuse of the building as a data center is gnerally consistent with the General 
Plan designation because the project would preserve existing industrial areas and not establish any non-
industrial uses that are incompatible with the land ue designation.  
 

b) The proposed development occurs within city limits on a project site of no more than five acres 
substantially surrounded by urban uses. 

The project site is approximately 4.86 gross acres and is located within the City limits in an urbanized 
area. The site is surrounded by industrial uses to the east, south, and west. Directly north of the site is 
California State Route 237. A map of the project site is shown in Figure 1.  
 

c) The project site has no value as habitat for endangered, rare or threatened species. 
Although the project site is located in a Burrowing Owl Fee Zone, the project site is currently developed 
with an existing 97,800-square-foot research and development building and parking lot. Furthermore, no 
changes to the site and building exterior are proposed. Therefore, the project site has no value as a habitat 
for endangered, rare, or threatened species and burrowing owl fees are not required for the project.  
 

d) Approval of the project would not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air 
quality, or water quality. 

Air Quality  
Construction 
No changes to the site and building exterior are proposed. No new construction, demolition, or landscaping 
(including tree removals) are proposed. Therefore, there would be no impacts related to construction air 
quality.  
Operation 
The proposed use is a data center, which does not require regular employees for its operation; less 
employees are anticipated at the project site than in its current research and development use. Therefore 
the project would have no significant impacts to operational air quality. 
Noise 
Construction 
No changes to the site and building exterior are proposed. No new construction, demolition, or landscaping 
(including tree removals) are proposed. Therefore, there would be no impacts related to construction noise.  
Operation 
The proposed use is a data center, which does not require regular employees for its operation; less 
employees are anticipated at the project site than in its current research and development use. Therefore 
there would be no increase in traffic noise. No generators are proposed as a part of the project. The project 
would have no impacts to operational noise.   
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Traffic 
The project would have no impacts to traffic because the project is expected to result in less-than-
significant VMT impacts based on Table 1 (Screening Criteria for CEQA Transportation Analysis for 
Development Projects) of the Transportation Analysis Handbook 2023, as an equivalent small industrial 
infill project of 30,000 square feet of gross floor area or less. Based on the ITE Trip Generation Manual 
12th Edition, the equivalent industrial square footage of 97,800 square feet of data center building is 
19,800 square feet. Additionally, the projected traffic for the project was reviewed and found to be 
minimal due to fewer employees compared to the existing research and development use. 
Water Quality  
No grading is proposed as part of the project. Therefore, there would be no impacts to hydrology, water 
quality, and flood risk.  
 

e) The site can be adequately served by all required utilities and public services. 
The project site is already servedby existing utilities and public services. No off-site utility expansion 
is proposed.  The existing two inch water pipeline would be able to accommodate the potable water 
demads associated with the proposed operations.   
 
EXCEPTIONS 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 provides exceptions to the use of Categorical Exemptions where the 
use of a Categorical Exemption is prohibited under certain circumstances. The City has considered the 
projects applicability to all of the exceptions under Section 15300.2. An analysis of each of these 
exceptions in reference to this specific project is provided below.  

(a) Location. Section 15300.2(a) does not apply to the Class Category 32 of exemptions. 

(b) Cumulative Impact. Based on the above analysis, there is no evidence of a potential significant 
cumulative impact on the environment from the proposed project. It has been determined that the 
project will not cumulatively impact traffic, noise, air quality, or water quality because there will 
be no physical changes to the project site.  

(c) Significant Effect. The proposed project would be located within an existing building on a 
previously disturbed sight, and no grading is proposed. The project site does not have any unusual 
circumstances that would result in any significant effects on the environment.  

(d) Scenic Highways. The project site is not close to a scenic highway. The nearest scenic highway 
is Highway 9, which is 12.5 miles away.  

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. The project site is not on any list complied pursuant to Section 65962.5 
of the Government Code. 

(f) Historical Resources. Historical resources are not located on or adjacent to the project site.  
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