
Every two years in January, communities across the country 
conduct comprehensive counts of their homeless population to 
gain a better understanding of the individuals who are currently 
experiencing homelessness, and to apply for federal funding for 
homeless programs. 

The 2013 City of San Jose Point-in-Time Count was a community-
wide effort conducted on January 29th and 30th, 2013. In the weeks 
following the street count, a survey was administered to 456 
unsheltered and sheltered homeless individuals, in order to profile 
their experience and characteristics.
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A disabling condition 
is defined here as a 
physical disability, 
mental illness, chronic 
depression, alcohol or 
drug abuse, chronic 
health problems, HIV/
AIDS, Post-traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD), 
or a developmental 
disability.
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Disabling Conditions

Mental illness*  
(44%)
Substance  
abuse (17%)
Chronic physical  
illness (14%)
Physical  
disability (12%)
Developmental  
disability (3%)

* Mental illness includes PTSD, 
depression, and other mental illnesses including bipolar and schizophrenia.
Note: Multiple response question, numbers will not total to 100%.

Source: Applied Survey Research. (2013). City of San Jose Homeless Census & Survey. Watsonville, CA. 
For more detail or to view the comprehensive report, please visit www.appliedsurveyresearch.org. 
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Summary
These data provide a snapshot of those 
experiencing homelessness in the City 
of San Jose on January 29th and 30th. 
It provides a basic estimation of the 
number and characteristics of those 
experiencing homelessness on any given 
night in order to inform future service 
planning and provisioning efforts. 
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