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APPENDIX A: SOIL, GEOLOGIC AND SEISMIC CONDITIONS THAT COULD ADVERSELY 
IMPACT FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
WITHIN SPECIFIC PLANNING AREAS OF THE CITY 
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Almaden Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Almaden Planning Area lies in the largely undeveloped southern quarter of the City, 
adjacent to the Santa Cruz Mountains.  The Almaden Planning Area is 10.2 square miles in 
size.  This planning area contains three Neighborhood Villages and the South Almaden Valley 
Urban Reserve.  The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards identified in the growth areas 
within the Almaden Planning Area based upon existing information are identified below. 
 
 

Table A1.  Almaden Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V71  ● ●  B ●       

V72  ● ●  B ●       

V73  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D ● 

 Other Areas 

South 
Almaden 
Valley 
Urban 
Reserve 

● ● ● ● A, B ●  ● ● ● D ● 

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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Alum Rock Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Alum Rock Planning Area is located east of Downtown and adjacent to the Diablo Mountain 
Range.  The Alum Rock Planning Area is 15.5 square miles in size.  This planning area contains 
one Employment Land Area, six Transit Oriented Villages and Corridors, two Commercial 
Center Villages and Corridors, and four Neighborhood Villages.  The potential soil, geologic and 
seismic hazards identified in the growth areas within the Alum Rock Planning Area based upon 
existing information are identified below. 
 

Table A2.  Alum Rock Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
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Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V49  ● ●  B ●       
V50  ● ●  B ●       
V51  ● ●  B, C ●       
V52  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
V56  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
VR11  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  
VR14  ● ●  B, C ●       
VR15  ● ●  B, C ●       
VR16  ● ●  B ●       
VT2  ● ●  B ,C ●  ●  ● D  
CR29  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  
C34  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  
C42  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  

 Other Areas 

Mabury 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  C ●  ●  ● D  

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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Alviso Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Alviso Planning Area is located adjacent to the southern tip of San Francisco Bay and is the 
northernmost planning area in San José.  The Alviso Planning Area is 16.8 square miles in size.  
The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards identified in the Alviso Specific Plan area within 
the Alviso Planning Area based upon existing information are identified below. 
 

Table A3.  Alviso Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

None 
Identified             

 Other Areas 

Alviso 
Specific 
Plan Area 

 ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D, E  

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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Berryessa Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Berryessa Planning Area lies northeast of Downtown and adjacent to the Diablo Mountain 
Range.  The Berryessa Planning Area is 9.8 square miles in size.  The planning area contains 
one Planned Community, three Employment Land Areas, four Transit-Oriented Villages and 
Corridors, and two Neighborhood Villages.  The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards 
identified in the growth areas in the Berryessa Planning Area based upon existing information 
are identified below. 
 

Table A4.  Berryessa Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
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Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V47  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
V48 ● ● ●  A, B ●      ● 
VR12  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
VR13  ● ●  B, C ●       
VT1  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
VT2  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  

 Other Areas 

Berryessa 
Business 
Park 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area  

 ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  

East Gish 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  

Berryessa 
Specific 
Plan Area 

 ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  

North San 
Jose 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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Cambrian/Pioneer Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Cambrian/Pioneer Planning Area is located in southwestern San José adjacent to the 
Santa Cruz Mountains.  The Cambrian/Pioneer Planning Area is 8.6 square miles in size.  The 
planning area contains one Transit-Oriented Village, two Commercial Center Villages and 
Corridors, and five Neighborhood Villages.  The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards 
identified in the growth areas in the Cambrian/Pioneer Planning Area based upon existing 
information are identified below. 
 
 

Table A5.  Cambrian/Pioneer  Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V64  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D, E  

V67  ● ●  B ●       

V68  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  

V69  ● ●  B ●       

V70  ● ●  B ●       

VR17  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  

C40  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D, E  

C44  ● ●  B ●       

 Other Areas 

None 
Identified             
 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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Central/Downtown Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Central/Downtown Planning Area encompasses Downtown and the surrounding area.  The 
Central/Downtown Planning Area is 11.8 square miles in size.  The planning area contains 
Downtown San José, four Planned Community/ Specific Plan areas, two Employment Land 
Areas, six Transit Oriented Villages and Corridors, two Commercial Center Villages and 
Corridors, and one Neighborhood Village.  The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards 
identified in the growth areas in the Central/Downtown Planning Area based upon existing 
information are identified below. 
 

Table A6.  Central/Downtown Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V57  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
VT3  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
VT4  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
VR9  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  
CR20  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  
CR28  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  
CR31  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
C33  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
C46  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  

 Other Areas 

Midtown 
Specific 
Plan Area 

 ● ●  C ●  ●  ● D  

Jackson-
Taylor 
Specific 
Plan Area 

 ● ●  C ●  ●   D  

Marth 
Gardens 
Specific 
Plan Area 

 ● ●  C ●  ●   D  

Tamien 
Specific 
Plan Area 

 ● ●  C ●  ●  ● D  

Downtown 
Area  ● ●  C ●  ●  ● D  

Continued on next page 
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Table A6.  Central/Downtown Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 Other Areas, continued 

Monterey 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  C ●  ●  ● D  

Mabury 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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Coyote Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Coyote Planning Area is located at the southern edge of San José’s Sphere of Influence.  
The Coyote Planning Area is 24.84 square miles in size.  The planning area contains the North 
Coyote Valley Employment Land Area and the Coyote Valley Urban Reserve.  The potential 
soil, geologic and seismic hazards identified in the Coyote Planning Area based upon existing 
information are identified below. 
 
 

Table A7.  Coyote Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
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Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

None 
Identified             

 Other Areas 

North 
Coyote 
Valley 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

● ● ● ● A, B ● ● ● ● ● D ● 

Coyote 
Valley 
Urban 
Reserve 

● ● ● ● A, B ● ● ● ● ● D ● 

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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Edenvale Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Edenvale Planning Area is located in the southern portion of the City.  The Edenvale 
Planning Area is 20.6 square miles in size.  The planning area contains one Employment Land 
Area (Old and New Edenvale), eight Transit-Oriented Villages and Corridors, one Commercial 
Center Village and Corridor, and four Neighborhood Villages.  The potential soil, geologic and 
seismic hazards identified in the growth areas within the Edenvale Planning Area based upon 
existing information are identified below. 
 

Table A8.  Edenvale Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
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Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V58  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
V59  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
V60  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
V66  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
VR10  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  
VR17  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
VR18  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  
VR19  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
VR24  ● ● ● B ●  ●   D ● 
VR27 ● ● ● ● A, B ●  ●   D ● 
VT6  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
VT7  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
C37  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  

 Other Areas 
Old 
Edenvale 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  B ●  ● ●  D  

New 
Edenvale 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

● ● ● ● A, B ●  ● ● ● D ● 

Silver 
Creek 
Specific 
Plan Area 

● ● ● ● A, B ●  ● ● ● D ● 

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 



 
 

Envision 2040 San José General Plan 
October 19, 2010 
118-13-3 

Page A-11 

 

Evergreen Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Evergreen Planning Area is located in southeast San José.  The Evergreen Planning Area 
is 15.1 square miles in size.  The planning area contains one Planned Community/Specific Plan 
Area, one Employment Land Area, two Transit-Oriented Villages and Corridors, one 
Commercial Center Village and Corridor, and three Neighborhood Villages.  The potential soil, 
geologic and seismic hazards identified in the growth areas in the Evergreen Planning Area 
based upon existing information are identified below. 
 

Table A9.  Evergreen Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V53  ● ●  B ●       
V54  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  
V55  ● ●  B ●       
VR22  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  
VR23  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
C34  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  

 Other Areas 

Evergreen 
Specific 
Plan Area 

● ● ●  A, B ● ●  ●   ● 

Silver 
Creek 
Specific 
Plan Area 

● ● ● ● A, B ●  ● ● ● D ● 

Evergreen 
Campus 
Industrial 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

● ● ●  A, B ●   ●   ● 

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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North San Jose Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The North San José Planning Area is located between Downtown and State Route 237.  The 
North San José Planning Area is 8.8 square miles in size.  The planning area contains one 
Planned Community/Specific Plan Area, one Employment Land Area, and one Transit-Oriented 
Village and Corridor.  The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards identified in the growth 
areas within the North San Jose Planning Area based upon existing information are identified 
below. 
 

Table A10.  North San Jose Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

VT5  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  

 Other Areas 

North San 
Jose 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D, E  

Rincon 
South 
Specific 
Plan Area 

 ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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South San Jose Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The South San José Planning Area is located directly south of Downtown between State Route 
87 and US 101.  The South San José Planning area is 11.4 square miles in size.  The planning 
area contains one Planned Community/ Specific Plan Area, two Employment Land Areas, six 
Transit-Oriented Villages and Corridors, and two Commercial Center Villages and Corridors.  
The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards identified in the growth areas within the South 
San Jose Planning Area based upon existing information are identified below. 
 

Table A11.  South San Jose Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

VR8  ● ● ● B ●  ●   D ● 
VR10  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  
VR24  ● ● ● B ●  ●   D ● 
VR25  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
VR26  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
VR27 ● ● ● ● A, B ●  ●   D ● 
C33  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
C45  ● ● ● C, B ●  ●   D  

 Other Areas 

Monterey 
Business 
Corridor 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  

Senter 
Road 
Employ-
ment Land 
Area 

 ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  

Communi-
cations Hill 
Specific 
Plan Area 

● ● ● ● A, B ●  ● ●  D ● 

 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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West Valley Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The West Valley Planning Area is the westernmost area of San José.  The West Valley 
Planning Area is 10.9 square miles in size.  The planning area contains two Transit-Oriented 
Villages and Corridors, five Commercial Center Villages and Corridors, and two Neighborhood 
Villages.  The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards identified in the growth areas in the 
West Valley Planning Area based upon existing information are identified below. 
 
 

Table A12.  West Valley Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V61  ● ●  B ●       
V62  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D  
C35  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
C36  ● ●  B ●       
C38  ● ●  B ●       
C41  ● ●  B ●       
C43  ● ●  B ●  ●   D  
CR30  ● ●  B, C ●  ●   D  
CR32  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D  

 Other Areas 

None 
Identified             
 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 
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Willow Glen Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 
 
The Willow Glen Planning Area is located southwest of Downtown.  The Willow Glen Planning 
Area is 10.4 square miles in size.  The planning area contains one Transit-Oriented Village and 
Corridor, three Commercial Center Villages and Corridors, and three Neighborhood Villages.  
The potential soil, geologic and seismic hazards identified in the growth areas in the Willow 
Glen Planning Area based upon existing information are identified below. 
 

Table A13.  Willow Glen Planning Area – Potential Soil, Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

 
 
Growth 
Area 

Soil and Geologic Hazards Seismic Hazards Within City’s Geologic 
Hazard Area (2010) 
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 Villages and Corridors 

V63  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D, E  

V64  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D, E  

V65  ● ●  B ●       

C39  ● ●  B, C ●       

C40  ● ●  B ●  ●  ● D, E  

C44  ● ●  B ●       

CR21  ● ●  B, C ●  ●  ● D, E  

 Other Areas 

None 
Identified             
 
Notes 

 
1) Other potential soil and geologic hazards present may include: A) Erosion; B) Artificial Fill; and C) Ground 

Subsidence due to ground water removal 
 

2) Other potential seismic hazards present may include:  D) Liquefaction Induced Ground Manifestations; E) 
Differential Seismic Settlement or Unsaturated Sand Compaction; and F) Seismically Induced Waves. 

  

 
 




