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SECTION 1 – SUMMARY OF COMMENTS  

This section provides a list of all written comments received on Senter Road Office Project Initial 

Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) during the public review period between June 

9,2017 to June 29, 2017. Table 1-1 indicates the commenter that submitted written comments and the 

date of the comments. Comment letters are included in Attachment A. 

Table 1-1 

Summary of Commenters 

Letter 

Number Commenter Date Received 

1 Representative of Amah Mutsun 

Tribal 
June 9, 2017 

2 Santa Clara Valley Transportation 

Authority (VTA) 
June 29, 2017 

 

SECTION 2 - RESPONSES TO COMMENTS RECEVIED ON THE IS/MND 

The following analysis includes the public comments on the IS/MND and staff responses to 

comments as they relate to the potential environmental impacts of the project under CEQA. The 

comments relate to several issue categories and the responses provided below address a range of 

project concerns identified in the comment letters received on the Initial Study. Although CEQA only 

requires that environmental issues be addressed, responses are also provided for non-CEQA 

comments. All comments are acknowledged and responses are provided if needed for clarification.  

A. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS FROM AMAH MUTSUN TRIBAL  

Comment A1: Our recommendations are: 

Cultural Sensitivity Training for all crews involved in any earth movement. 

A California trained Archaeological Monitor during earth movement. 

A Qualified and trained Native American monitor during earth movement. 

Response A1: Based on the literature review completed by Holman & Associates, the 

property has been inspected in the past and four additional studies have been completed (on-

site and within 1,000 feet of the project area) with no evidence of prehistoric subsurface 

resources. Even so, as part of the project condition, the project will implement permit 

conditions that would require earth moving activities to be stopped if prehistoric/historic 

resources, paleontologist resources, and/or human remains are encountered and a qualified 

archaeologist to examine and provide recommendations for recovery, documentation, 

reporting, and monitoring of the find. Other agencies such as the Santa Clara County Coroner 

would also be notify if of human remains are discovered during earth moving activities and 

Native American Heritage Commission would be contacted if remains are determined to be 
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Native American. With the incorporation of the identified permit conditions in the IS/MND, 

the project would result in a less than significant impact and no new mitigation measures will 

be required. The commenter’s recommendations are acknowledged. 

Comment B1: Santa Clara Valley Transpo1iation Authority (VTA) staff have reviewed the Initial 

Study for a 50,760 square-foot office building on 2.69 acres on Senter Road, south of Phelan 

Avenue. We have the following comments. 

Response B1: VTA’s understanding of the proposed project are acnowledged. The comment 

did not raise any environmental issue under CEQA and therefore, no specific response is 

required 

Comment B2: Pedestrian and Bicycle Accommodations  and Access to Transit 

The existing pedestrian accommodations on the project's Senter Road frontage consist of 

approximately 7-foot attached sidewalks with a buffer of street trees between pedestrians and 

automobiles. The Conceptual Site Plan in the Initial Study (Figure 3.0-1) indicates that this sidewalk 

will be widened to 10 feet and street trees will be retained.  VTA recommends that the City include 

these improvements as Conditions of Approval. Resources on pedestrian quality of service, such as 

the Highway Capacity Manual 2010 Pedestrian Level of Service methodology, indicate that a buffer 

containing landscaping elements, such as closely planted street trees, improve pedestrian perceptions 

of comfort and safety on a roadway. Such accommodations also support access to transit, specifically 

to VTA Route 73 bus stops located near the intersections on Senter Road to the north and south of 

the site. 

VTA supports bicycling as an important transportation mode and thus recommends inclusion of 

conveniently located bicycle parking for the project. Bicycle parking facilities can include bicycle 

lockers or secure indoor parking for all-day storage and bicycle racks for shmi-term parking. 

VTA's Bicycle Technical Guidelines provide guidance for estimating supply, siting and design for 

bicycle parking facilities . This document may be downloaded from http://www.vta.org/bikeprogram. 

Response B2: The project would include street improvements conditions that includes a 10 

foot attached sidewalk with tree wells along project frontage. The project would be required 

to provide bicycle parking consistent with City requirements prior to the issuance of a 

planning development permit. VTA’s additional recommendation and guidance on bicycle 

parking and design are acknowledged.  

Comment B3: Transportation Demand Management (TDM) & Trip Reduction 

VTA recommends that the City and project sponsor consider a comprehensive Transportation 

Demand Management (TDM) program to reduce the number of automobile trips and Vehicle Miles-

Traveled (VMT) generated by this project. VTA notes that such programs can be more effective 

when they include a vehicle trip reduction target, third-party monitoring of trip generation upon 

http://www.vta.org/bikeprogram
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project completion and a Lead Agency enforcement/penalty structure. Effective TDM programs that 

may be applicable to the Project include: 

* Parking pricing, unbundled parking and parking cash-out programs 

* Transit fare incentives such as free or discounted transit passes on a continuing basis 

* Bicycle lockers and bicycle racks 

* Showers and clothes lockers for bicycle commuters 

* Preferentially located carpool parking 

* Employee carpool matching services 

* Parking for car-sharing vehicles 

Response B3: As stated in the Initial Study Section 4.16, study found that all study 

intersection would continue to operate at the acceptable level during AM and PM peak hour 

and the project would provide all off-street vehicle and bicycle parking onsite. VTA’s 

recommendation for TDM programs is acknowledged.     

SECTION 3 – TEXT CHANGES TO THE IS/MND  

No text changes are required.  

SECTION 4 – PUBLIC COMMENTS ATTACHMENTS  

Please see copy of the original comment in the following pages. 
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Le, Thai-Chau

From: amahmutsuntribal@gmail.com on behalf of Amah Mutsun Tribal 
<irennezwierlein@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 3:51 PM
To: Le, Thai-Chau
Subject: Re: CEQA Public Notice of Intent: C16-034/CP16-039 Senter Road Office Project

Our recommendations are: 
 
Cultural Sensitivity Training for all crews involved in any earth movement. 
A California trained Archaeological Monitor during earth movement. 
A Qualified and trained Native American monitor during earth movement. 

 
 
On Fri, Jun 9, 2017 at 10:05 AM, Le, Thai-Chau <Thai-Chau.Le@sanjoseca.gov> wrote: 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

INTENT TO ADOPT  

A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

CITY OF SAN JOSÉ, CALIFORNIA 

  

Project Name: Senter Road Office Project                                                             

File No.: C16-034, CP16-039 

  

Description: The project proposes to rezone from A(PD) to HI Heavy Industrial Zoning District to develop an 
office building on the currently undeveloped site adjacent to an existing 50,360 square foot office building 
located at 1919 Senter Road, which is currently occupied by the Santa Clara County Social Services Agency. 
The Santa Clara County Social Services Agency plans to use the new office building for the Continuing 
Benefit Services Unit that would replace the two existing facilities at 1870 and 1877 Senter Road. The 
proposed building would be approximately 39 feet tall (two stories). The first floor of the office building 
would be approximately 25,235 square feet and the second floor of the office building would be approximately 
25,525 square feet, with a combined total of 50,760 square feet. 

  

Location: The 2.69-acre project site is comprised of one parcel located along the west side of Senter Road in 

the City of San José. 
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Assessor’s Parcel No.: 477-50-024                                                             

Council District: 7 

  

Applicant Contact Information: J.P. DiNapoli Companies, Inc., Representative Peter Larko, 99 Almaden 
Boulevard, Suite 565, San Jose, CA 95116. [408-535-2224] 

  

The City has performed environmental review on the project.  Environmental review examines the nature and 
extent of any adverse effects on the environment that could occur if a project is approved and 
implemented.  Based on the review, the City has prepared a draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for 
this project.  An MND is a statement by the City that the project will not have a significant effect on the 
environment if protective measures (mitigation measures) are included in the project. 

  

The public is welcome to review and comment on the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration. The public 
comment period for this draft Mitigated Negative Declaration begins on June 9, 2017, and ends on June 29, 
2017.   

  

The draft Mitigated Negative Declaration, initial study, and reference documents are available online at: 
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?nid=2165 . The documents are also available for review from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday at the City of San Jose Department of Planning, Building & Code 
Enforcement, located at City Hall, 200 East Santa Clara Street; and at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Main 
Library, located at 150 E. San Fernando Street.  

  

For additional information, please contact Thai-Chau Le at (408) 535-5658, or by e-mail at Thai-
Chau.Le@sanjoseca.gov.   

  

Best regards, 

Thai 

  

Thai-Chau Le  

Planner | City of San Jose 

Environmental Planning 

Planning, Building & Code Enforcement 
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Thai-Chau.Le@sanjoseca.gov 

1.408.535.5658 

  

 
 
 
 
--  
Michelle Zimmer 
 

Enrollment and Communications Officer of the  
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of Mission San Juan Bautista 
 
The contents of this message, together with any attachments, are intended only for the use of the individual or 
entity to which they are addressed and may contain information that is legally privileged, confidential and 
exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, or copying of this message, or any attachment, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
message in error, please notify the original sender. 
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VTA Development Review Program Contact List 
Last Updated: 3/24/2017 

 
Please route development referrals to: 
 
Environmental (CEQA) Documents, Site Plans, other miscellaneous referrals 
Roy Molseed – Roy.Molseed@vta.org – 408.321.5784 
 
Transportation Impact Analysis (TIA) Reports and Notification Forms:  
Robert Swierk – Robert.Swierk@vta.org – 408.321.5792 
Eugene Maeda – Eugene.Maeda@vta.org – 408.952.4298 
 
Electronic/email referrals are preferred, but please mail any hardcopy documents to: 
 
[Name of recipient(s) as detailed above, depending on type of document] 
Planning & Program Development Division 
3331 North First Street, Building B-2 
San Jose, CA 95134-1906 
 

 
Contacts for specific questions related to VTA comments on a referral are below by topic area: 
 
Transportation Impact Analysis (TIA) Guidelines (General Questions) 
Robert Swierk – Robert.Swierk@vta.org – 408.321.5949  
 
Auto LOS Methodology 
VTA Highway Projects & Freeway Ramp Metering 
Shanthi Chatradhi – Shanthi.Chatradhi@vta.org – 408.952.4224 
 
VTA Transit Service, Ridership & Bus Stops 
Ying Smith – Ying.Smith@vta.org - 408.321.5770 
Chad Steck – Chad.Steck@vta.org - 408.321.5898 
Paul Nguyen - Paul.Nguyen@vta.org - 408.321.5973 
 
TDM Programs 
Congestion Management Program (CMP) 
VTA Eco Pass Program Questions Before Project Approval (e.g. when writing Conditions of Approval) 
Robert Swierk – Robert.Swierk@vta.org – 408.321.5792 
 
VTA Eco Pass Program Questions After Project Approval (e.g. Program Implementation) 
Dino Guevarra – Dino.Guevarra@vta.org – 408.321.5572 
 
BART Silicon Valley Extension 
Kevin Kurimoto – Kevin.Kurimoto@vta.org – 408.942.6126 
 
VTA Bicycle & Pedestrian Projects 
Lauren Ledbetter – Lauren.Ledbetter@vta.org – 408.321.5716 
 

mailto:Roy.Molseed@vta.org
mailto:Robert.Swierk@vta.org
mailto:Eugene.Maeda@vta.org
mailto:Robert.Swierk@vta.org
mailto:Shanthi.Chatradhi@vta.org
mailto:Ying.Smith@vta.org
mailto:Chad.Steck@vta.org
mailto:Paul.Nguyen@vta.org
mailto:Robert.Swierk@vta.org
mailto:Maria.Cambra@vta.org
mailto:Kevin.Kurimoto@vta.org
mailto:Lauren.Ledbetter@vta.org
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VTA Real Estate 
Kathy Bradley – Kathy.Bradley2@vta.org – 408.321.5815 
Jessie Thielen – Jessie.Thielen@vta.org – 408-321-5950 
 
VTA Permits (Construction Access Permit, Restricted Access Permit) 
Victoria King-Dethlefs – Victoria.King-Dethlefs@vta.org – 408-321-5824 
Cheryl D. Gonzales – Cheryl.gonzales@vta.org – 408-546-7608 
 
Other Topics and General Questions about VTA Comments 
Roy Molseed – Roy.Molseed@vta.org – 408.321.5784 

mailto:Kathy.Bradley2@vta.org
mailto:Jessie.Thielen@vta.org
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