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Originally, the Port of Alviso was a small .town laid out on a grid patterﬁ-:—
at the head of a navigable slough extending inland from the south of San
Francisco Bay.

The pre-1850 Guadalupe River access from the Bay to the Town was_joiﬁed to
a neaby sdough by means of a channel dug in 1858, (see "slough" on USGS
Milpitas, Calif. 7.5 Min. Map) :

The east bank of Alviso Slough (formerly known as Steamboat Slough), from
Catherine St. to Elizabeth St., represents the Port of Alviso virtually
unchanged from. about 1880 to 1890. The Port now shelters transportation
beoats and the yachts of the South Bay Yacht Club.

The present historic district is bounded on the north by -an arm of Alviso .
Slough; to the west by Alviso Slough, the 1850 canal, and the Guadalupe
River; to the south by Moffat St.; and the eastern boundary consists of a
line down ‘the center of Gold St. to Catherine St., west on Catherine to the
center of the block between El Dorado and Gold, and then south to Moffat.
There are many historic structures remaining in the district from Alviso's
heyday of 1849-1900. Among them are: the 0ld Union Warehouse and Docks
(ca. 1858) at the SW corner of Hope and Elizabeth Streets; the Laine Res-
idence (1887) and Store (ca. 1860) at 970 and 996 Elizabeth Streets; the
Trevey Residence (1902) at 1413 El Dorado Street; the Railroad Depot (1904)
at the SE corner of El Dorado and Elizabeth Streets; Captain John Martin's
House (ca. 1860) at 1080 Catherine St.; the La Montagne Boarding House (ca.-
1887) at 1440 Catherine St.; the South Bay Yacht Club (1905) at NE corner

house (ca. 1860) at 1641 and 1657 El Dorado; and the Constable Office and
Jail (ca. 1865) at 1621 E1 Dorado.
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18TH CENTURY - One of the earliest ports on the U.S. West Coast -
preceding San Francisco itself. The Alviso District was known as'early
as 1792 when English explorer George Vancouver noted at Santa Clara
Mission a shallow rivulet nearby at the southeast end of Port of San
Francisco "with the confines of a port". A virtually unchanged, un-
suburbanized old California port town. The slough is still undeveloped
by modern technology. It possesses that intangible feeling that age and
mood create to give a town historical integrity.

19TH CENTURY - Alviso was the major north-south passenger and
freight link between San Francisco and the southern bay area. The stage
roads were virtually impassible in wet weather. It was also the major
commercial shipping depot for the entire Santa Clara Valley. In Richard
Henry Dana's "Two Years Before the Mast", C. 1828, he mentioned on page
222 that Mission Santa Clara does a greater business in hides and tallow
than any other in california from its creek on the bay. The local
Indians manned the boats for the padres. '

The Embarcadero was an important Bay port- by 1841 when Commodore
Charles Wilkes visited it. : )

In the Mexican War, Colonel Fremont and Captain Hinckley sailed from
Yerba Buena (San Francisco) to the Embarcadero at Alviso on January 21,

1846.

By 1849, three argcnauts-had.purchased the land of two local
ranchos--"Embarcadero de Santa Clara" ("Barcelia Bernal Martin" and
"Rincon de los Esteros" from the heirs of Ignacio Alviso, a D'Anza
settler, soldier and Mission ‘Santa Clara official after whom the town was
named. See Map A-45 (Santa Clara County records) plate of Town of Alviso
1850, filed 1869.

By 1851 there were .several warehouses along the slough. One of
these.very.early'warehousesfstill stands at Hope and Elizabeth Streets.
The whole town still looks very much as it did in 1880-90 when the port
activity slowed due to the railroad competition. ' =
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT Al{D ORIGINAL (if kmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

PRESENT - Alviso remains a typical 0lé®Sen Francisco Bay port lying
in south end of San Francisco Bay. Alviso Slough and marshlands, from
Catherine Streect to Elizabeth Street, represents the Porti of Alviso
virtually unchanged from C 1880-90. | e

The originzl pre 1850 Guadalupe River access from the Bay to the
Town was joined to a nearby slough by means of a channel dug in 1855.

See "slough" on UGS Milpitas, Cglif. 7.5 Min. Map.
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preceding San Francisco itself.

Francisco "with the confines of a port".
suburbanized old California port town.
by modern technology.

18TH CENTURY - One of the earliest ports on the U. 3. West Coast -
The Alviso District wias known as early
as 1792 when English explorer George Vancouver noted at Santa Clara
shallow rivulet nearby at the southeast end of Port of San

A virtually unchanged, un-
The slough is still uncevelopad

It possesses that intangible feeling that age and
mood create to give a town historical integrity.

19TH CENTURY - Alviso was the major north-south passenger anc
freight link between San Francisco and the southern bay area.
roads were virtually impassible in wet weather.
commercial shipping depot for the entire Santa Clara Valley.
Henry Dana's "Two Years Before the Mast, C.
229 that Mission Santa Clara does a greater business in hides and tallow
than any other in California from its creek on the bay.
Indians manned the boats for the padres.

The stage
It was also the major

In Richard
1828, he mentioned on page

The local

The Embarcadero was an important Bay port by 1841 when Commcdore
Charles Wilkes visited it.

In the Mexican War, Colonel Fremont and Captain Hinckley sailed
from Yerba Buena (San Francisco) to the Embarcadero at Alviso on

By 1849, three argonauts had purchased the land of two local
ranchos--"Embarcadero de Santa Clara" (Barcelia Bernal Martin" and
"Rincon de los Ssteros from the heirs of Ignacio alviso, a D'Anza settler,
soldier and Mission Santa Clara official after whom the town was named.
See Map A-U45 (Santa Clara County records) plat of Town of Alviso 1850,

By 1851 there were several warehouses along the slough, One of
these very early warehouses still stands at liope and =lizabeth Sireets.
The whole town still looks very much as it did in 1880G-90 when the port
activity slowed due to the railrcad competition. :
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ALVISO zMBARCADERO

Comment on Integrity:

This submittancq_anslies'to pecgravhical site only...thile

e

several old wa houses "emaln, the intent and purpose is to register .

the.water frontage which comprised the cld port of Alvisa,

Haticnal Register Criteria of Bvaluation: (opinion)

Teem 1L(R) ~ Events: Voderate Lo strong

Ttem 2(B) - PerSons: Edderate to Strgp2

Ttem 3(Q) - Architecture: Non apollcabWe

Tten (D) - Information: Moderate to poor

L

General Comnent

Staff Opinion: Aa_é site the Alviso Embarcadero has integrity-.

———en

of 1ocat10n and hlotorﬁcal s1gn1f1cance. It does nof ROSSEES e

- tangible evidence of history--but nevertheléss exerted wide in-. . ...

fluence over that part of the state. Recommend Apprcval,
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