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1. Staff Suggested Potential Names (From Survey#1) 
These names were included in the survey document. Based on the research that was conducted, staff came up 

with these name suggestions for the park site. Each of these names meet the naming criteria defined in Council 

Policy 7-5, Naming of City-Owned Land Facilities.  

 

Name Suggestion Reasoning/Background for the Name Suggestion 

Eiichi Edward Sakauye 

Park 

Honors Eiichi Edward Sakauye, a Japanese American activist that documented life 

in a Japanese American internment camp, helped found the Japanese American 

Museum of San Jose (JAMSJ), & farmed the land on which the park site will sit.  

Sakauye Park 

Honors the Sakauye family that farmed the site for 2 generations, including Eiichi 

Edward Sakauye and his father Yuwakichi Sakauye, who purchased the site in 1907 

and helped other Japanese American farmers obtain access to land during a period 

of anti-Asian discrimination that significantly limited their access to property and 

citizen rights. 

Eiichi Park 

Honors Eiichi Edward Sakauye, a Japanese American activist that documented life 

in a Japanese American internment camp, helped found the Japanese American 

Museum of San Jose (JAMSJ), & farmed the land on which the park site will sit. 

Sakauye & Seely Park  

Honors the enduring friendship of Eiichi Edward Sakauye and Edward Seely, who 

helped each other during times of hardship and anti-Asian sentiments. Both 

individuals were former landowners of the park site.  
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2. Response Rate of Survey Results 

Montague & Seely Conceptual Design & Park 

Naming Survey #1 Column1 

What park name are you suggesting? (Optional Question) 

Answered 32 

Skipped 78 

Total  110 

 

3. Frequency of Name Suggestions 

Name Suggestion Count of Response Rate 

Aulintac 1 

Edward Seely Park 1 

Eiichi Edward Sakauye  1 

Eiichi Edward Sakauye Park 9 

Eiichi Park 2 

Green Oaks Park 1 

Mahatma Gandhi Park (Gandhi was a beacon of peace in the 

world)) 1 

N/A 1 

Persimmon Park 1 

River Oaks Park 1 

Sakauye & Seely 1 

Sakauye & Seely park 2 

Sakauye (as listed above) is fine  1 

Sakauye Park 3 

Sakauye Seely Friendship Park 1 

Save bumble bees park 1 

Seely 1 

Seely Park 1 

Unity Park 2 

Grand Total 32 
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4. Analysis of Survey Results 
Name Suggestion Survey (Survey #1) Results & Analysis 

(Staff reviewed the name suggestions for compliance with the City's Naming Policy) 

Table Legend 

Name complies with the City's Naming Policy (Green row) 

Name does NOT comply with the City's Naming Policy (Red row) 

*Similar names that were consolidated/combined (Green row with *)   

Multiple name submissions by same respondent (Yellow row)  

# 

Proposed Name  

(As submitted by 

respondent) 

Reasoning  

(As submitted by respondent) 

Does Name Comply with the 

City's Naming Policy?  

(Staff analysis) 

1.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 

Sakauye Family farmed this land >100 yrs. 

Elected to Santa Clara Unified School District 

Board of Education, County Agricultural 

Commission. Santa Clara Pear Association. 

President of Japanese American Citizens 

League. On of founders of the Japanese 

American Museum of San Jose. Deceased 2005 

Yes, because the individual 

referenced (Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye) has been deceased for at 

least 5 years (1912 - 2005) and 

was born and raised in San José. 

Eiichi Edward Sakauye was a 

Japanese American activist that 

documented life in a Japanese 

American internment camp 

thereby increasing awareness of 

the Japanese American 

experience during World War II. 

He also helped found the 

Japanese American Museum of 

San José, farmed the land on 

which the park site will sit, and 

was a life-long resident of San 

José. 

 

 
Pictured: Eiichi Edward Sakauye 

 

Source 1: JAMSJ Blog 

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/12757/636669904910330000
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Source 2: California Pioneers  

Source 3: Japanese American 

National Museum 

Source 4: Densho Encyclopedia  

 

 

 

2.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 

The Sakauye Family has farmed on this 

property for over 100 years.  Eiichi has 

contributed to the community in many areas as 

an educator who was elected and served on the 

Jefferson School Board of Education and the 

Santa Clara Unified School Board for several 

terms.  He served on the Santa Clara County 

Historical Commission, worked with various 

local and state agricultural agencies and 

committees, and active with Santa Clara 

Fairground agricultural committees setting up 

agricultural displays at the Santa Clara County 

Fair.  While relocated at Heart Mountain 

Relocation Camp, Eiichi served in many 

leadership positions including Assistant 

Superintendent of Agriculture in charge of all 

food production for the camp and recently had 

the only remaining Root Cellar dedicated in his 

name.  Eiichi has given many lectures with his 

personal film footage of the camp life to school 

children and university students regarding his 

experiences in the Heart Mountain Relocation 

Camp.  Many of his other contributions are 

listed in the Historical Context of the Park Site. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

3.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye* 

Deceased 2005Santa Clara Historical Heritage 

Commission, one of founders Japanese 

American Museum of San Jose, Santa Clara 

Valley School District Board, County 

Agricultural Commission, 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

4.  Sakauye & Seely 

Park* 
No response provided by respondent. 

Yes, because it references the 

enduring friendship of Eiichi 

Edward Sakauye (1912 - 2005) 

and Edward Seely (1896 -

Unknown). The Sakauye family 

watched over Edward Seely’s 

farm and cared for his ailing 

https://californiapioneers.com/about/austen-warburton-award/eiichi-ed-sakauye/
https://eacc.janm.org/migration/train-ride-to-the-unknown/
https://eacc.janm.org/migration/train-ride-to-the-unknown/
https://encyclopedia.densho.org/The_Nisei:_The_Pride_and_the_Shame_(film)/


 

mother while Seely was away 

serving in World War I. During 

World War II, Edward Seely 

returned the favor by watching 

over the Sakauye farm while the 

Sakauye family was interned at 

Heart Mountain Relocation 

Center during World War II.  

 

Source 1: California Pioneers 

Source 2: JAMSJ Blog 

 

5.  Edward Seely 

Park* 
The family owned the land originally 

Yes, because the individual 

referenced (Edward Seely) has 

been deceased for at least 5 years 

(1896 - Unknown).  Edward 

Seely inherited the farm site from 

his father, Charles Seely, for 

whom Seely Avenue is named 

for. Edward farmed the site until 

selling the property and moving 

to Lewis R. Dorn Ranch in Upper 

Lake, in 1953. During the 

Japanese American internment of 

World War II, Edward Seely 

watched over and protected the 

Sakauye farm while the Sakauye 

family was interned at the Heart 

Mountain Relocation Center in 

Wyoming. 

 

Source 1: California Pioneers 

 Source 2: School of Adaptive 

Agriculture, Seely Farm Stand 

 

6.  Aulintac We need more Indigenous names 

Could not verify the relevance to 

the San José area nor whether the 

local tribes support/recognize this 

name suggestion. Tribal Chair 

representatives for the Tamien 

and Mutsun Band of Costanoan 

tribes were contacted via email, 

inquiring whether they would 

https://californiapioneers.com/about/austen-warburton-award/eiichi-ed-sakauye/
https://www.jamsj.org/blog/tag/Eiichi+Sakauye
https://californiapioneers.com/about/austen-warburton-award/eiichi-ed-sakauye/
https://schoolofadaptiveagriculture.org/the-school/community-network/
https://schoolofadaptiveagriculture.org/the-school/community-network/


 

support including the name in a 

ranked choice voting survey and 

whether it is a name the tribes 

sees as appropriate and 

representative of the San José 

area. No response was received 

from the tribe. Staff also 

contacted the individual that 

suggested the name. The 

individual stated they suggested 

the name because they had 

searched for an indigenous name 

that “had a good ring to it” and 

seemed to be “linked to the area 

on the maps.” When asked, they 

acknowledged they did not have 

any input from the local tribes 

when suggesting the name. 

 

Aulintac is primarily associated 

with the Santa Cruz area and may 

have been the indigenous name 

for the village that became Santa 

Cruz. There seems to be some 

association with an Aulintac 

village along Coyote Creek and 

the Evergreen area of San José, 

however very little information 

and sources were available to 

verify the connection. 

 

Source 1: Aulintac, Santa Cruz 

Source 2: Aulintak village  

Source 3: Aulintac, Asawas 

village (Santa Cruz) 

Source 4: Aulintac on 

Coyote/Evergreen  

(Blog with no source 

information) 

Source 5: Santa Clara Tribes and 

villages 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/research/places/?pagenum=1&pagesize=20&reqParents=395591&reqParentsLabel=Santa%20Cruz,%20California,%20United%20States&reqParentsType=209&reqTypeGroups=8&reqTypeLabel=Cities%20and%20Towns&focusedId=5667581
https://dsasantacruz.org/articles/martin-rizzo-martinez/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awaswas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awaswas
https://www.evergreenmuralwalk.com/2016/04/25/before-the-rancho/
https://www.evergreenmuralwalk.com/2016/04/25/before-the-rancho/
https://www.liquisearch.com/list_of_ohlone_villages/santa_clara_valley
https://www.liquisearch.com/list_of_ohlone_villages/santa_clara_valley


 

7.  Save bumble bees 

park 
save bees plant more trees 

No, because the name does not 

align with the applicable criteria. 

8.  Sakauye Park* 

I am putting my vote behind "Sakauye Park" as 

it promote the ethnic diversity of the city, and 

never forget that we interned Japanese citizens. 

Yes, because it references Eiichi 

Edward Sakauye (1912 - 2005) 

and his father, Yuwakichi 

Sakauye (1874 - 1956). Both 

have been deceased for at least 5 

years. Yuwakichi purchased the 

site in 1907 and helped other 

Japanese American farmers 

obtain access to land during a 

period of anti-Asian 

discrimination that significantly 

limited their access to property 

and citizen rights. Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye was a Japanese 

American activist that 

documented life in a Japanese 

American internment camp 

thereby increasing awareness of 

the Japanese American 

experience during World War II. 

He also helped found the 

Japanese American Museum of 

San José, farmed the land on 

which the park site will sit, and 

was a life-long resident of San 

José. 

 

 
Pictured: Yuwakichi Sakauye 

 



 

 
Pictured: Eiichi Edward Sakauye 

Source 1: JAMSJ Blog 

Source 2: California Pioneers  

Source 3: Japanese American 

National Museum 

Source 4: Densho Encyclopedia  

 

9.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 

Because of his contribution to the area and the 

community at large 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

10.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 

The land the park will be situated in part was 

the property of Eiichi E. Sakauye who was a 

very important member of our City. He was 

active in the local history and historic 

preservation community. He was also an 

important advocate for educating our local 

community about the agricultural legacy of the 

area through his work as a farmer and 

orchardist. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

11.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 

Eiichi was a San Jose city resident who played 

a prominent role in the preservation of Japanese 

American agricultural history, which, along 

with Chinese and Filipino agricultural history a 

real touchstone for the Valley of Heart's 

Delight. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

12.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 
Founder of JAMSJ 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

13.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 

Eiichi both farmed the land the park will be on 

but was also an important leader in the San Jose 

community. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

14.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 

Eichi Sakauye was a visionary and worked hard 

to preserve Japanese American history in our 

area 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

15.  

Mahatma Gandhi 

Park (Gandhi was 

a beacon of peace 

in the world)) 

No response provided by respondent. 
This name is not specific to San 

Jose.  

https://www.jamsj.org/blog/tag/Eiichi+Sakauye
https://californiapioneers.com/about/austen-warburton-award/eiichi-ed-sakauye/
https://eacc.janm.org/migration/train-ride-to-the-unknown/
https://eacc.janm.org/migration/train-ride-to-the-unknown/
https://encyclopedia.densho.org/The_Nisei:_The_Pride_and_the_Shame_(film)/


 

16.  Eiichi Edward 

Sakauye Park* 

Remembrance of a prominent Japanese 

American who also was a founder of the 

Japanese American Museum of San Jose. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

17.  Unity Park No response provided by respondent. 
No, because the name does not 

align with the applicable criteria. 

18.  Sakauye Seely 

Friendship Park* 

It reflect the friendship and caring that 

preserved the land during two world wars. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #4 

19.  Green Oaks Park No response provided by respondent. 

No, because the name does not 

align with the applicable criteria. 

Additionally, this name is too 

similar to the name of River Oaks 

Park nearby. 

20.  Eiichi park* No response provided by respondent. 
Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

21.  Eiichi park* Simple and elegant 
Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #1 

22.  Unity Park No response provided by respondent. 
No, because the name does not 

align with the applicable criteria. 
23.  N/A No response provided by respondent. N/A. No name provided. 

24.  Sakauye Park* Sakauye Park honors the original family. 
Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #8 

25.  Sakauye & Seely 

park* 
No response provided by respondent. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #4 

26.  Seely Park* 
Resonates with Seely, which is well known 

right of way for the residents in that area. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #5 

27.  Sakauye Park* No response provided by respondent. 
Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #8 

28.  River Oaks Park River Oaks park 

No, because a park with this 

name already exists. River Oaks 

Park is located less than a mile 

from the new park site.  

29.  Seely* No response provided by respondent. 
Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #5 

30.  Persimmon Park Trees at site 

Unable to verify whether 

persimmons were part of the 

farm. 

31.  Sakauye & Seely* 
Because it’s along Seely Ave. and the Sakauye 

property. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #5 

32.  Sakauye (as listed 

above) is fine* 
No response provided by respondent. 

Yes, see staff analysis for name 

suggestion #8 

 

 



 

 

5. Name Options for the Ranked Choice Voting Survey (Survey #2) 
Name Options for the Voting Survey (Survey #2) 

(Staff consolidated, combined, and refined name suggestions. All the name options listed below 

comply with the City's Naming Policy) 

# Proposed Name  Reasoning & Criteria 

1.  Sakauye Family Park 
Honors the Sakauye family that farmed the site for two generations, 

including Eiichi Edward Sakauye (1912-2005) and his father 

Yuwakichi Sakauye (1874-1956), who purchased the site in 1907 and 

helped other Japanese American farmers obtain access to land during 

a period of anti-Asian discrimination that significantly limited their 

access to property and citizen rights. 

2.  Sakauye and Seely Park 
Honors the enduring friendship of Eiichi Edward Sakauye (1912-

2005) and Edward Seely (1896-Unknown), who helped each other 

during times of hardship and anti-Asian sentiments. Both individuals 

were former landowners of the park site.  

3.  Eiichi Edward Sakauye Park 

 

Honors Eiichi Edward Sakauye (1912-2005), a Japanese American 

activist that documented life in an internment camp, helped found the 

Japanese American Museum of San José (JAMSJ), and farmed the 

land on which the park now sits. 
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