City of San José — Lobbying Ordinance FAQ

Who is considered a lobbyist?
A person may meet one or more types of lobbyists under the ordinance:
« Contract Lobbyists receive $1,000 or more within three consecutive months.

* In-House Lobbyists collectively conduct ten or more hours of lobbying activity within
twelve months.

« Expenditure Lobbyists spend $5,000 or more annually urging the public to contact City
Officials.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.180

Who is exempt from the ordinance?
Exemptions apply to nonprofit 501(c)(3) staff, uncompensated nonprofit board members,

neighborhood associations, whistleblowers, and persons participating in competitive
bidding or appearing only at public meetings.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.020

Who are City Officials?

City Officials include the Mayor, Councilmembers, appointed officials, City Manager’s
Office leadership, department heads, and members of certain commissions.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.120

What are City Officials’ responsibilities?

City Officials are prohibited from recommending lobbyists and must disclose scheduled
meetings or calls with registered lobbyists before taking related action.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.700 / 12.12.800



https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT2DE_12.12.180LO
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT1TIPUAPEX_12.12.020EX
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showdocument?id=124461&t=638929445063620509
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT2DE_12.12.120CIOF
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT8DICORELO_12.12.800DICORELO
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What counts as lobbying activity?
Lobbying activity includes influencing or attempting to influence City Officials regarding

legislative or administrative actions.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.170

Do | file a weekly report if | did not lobby that week?
No. Weekly reports are filed only when lobbying activity occurred during that week.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.430

Does scheduling a meeting count as lobbying?
No. A communication must attempt to influence an action to be considered lobbying.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.170

Does research time count as lobbying?

Research and preparation time do not count unless the product is used to influence a
City Official.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.170

Is submitting an application considered lobbying?

Submitting required materials is not lobbying unless communicating with a Department
Head outside a public meeting to influence a decision.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.170/ 12.12.020



https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT2DE_12.12.170LOAC
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT4RE_12.12.430WERE
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT2DE_12.12.170LOAC
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT2DE_12.12.170LOAC
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT2DE_12.12.170LOAC
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How many contacts must be reported?

Each instance of communication meant to influence official action counts as a separate
contact.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.420(G)

How do | register as a lobbyist?

You must register within ten days of qualifying and renew annually by January 15 unless
you file a termination.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.400

What additional forms may be required?

Forms for contributions, fundraising, payments for services, and activity expenses must
be filed when applicable.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.420

How are new clients reported?

New client fees are due with the weekly report in which compensation exceeds $500 and
again during annual renewal.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.440(C)

When are campaign contributions reported?
The weekly report filed for the week of the contribution must include disclosure.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.420



https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO_PT4RE_12.12.420ADREINDI
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What counts as fundraising activity?

Fundraising must be disclosed only if contributions or donations actually result.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.190/ 12.12.420

What are the rules for contingent compensation?
Compensation dependent on the outcome of a governmental action is prohibited.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.300/12.12.310

Are commissions allowed?

No. Commissions or success fees for lobbying outcomes are prohibited.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.300

How is the ordinance enforced?

Enforcement occurs through the City Attorney, City Clerk, Elections Commission, and
potential civil penalties up to $5,000 or the value of compensation received.

San José Municipal Code § 12.12.610/ 12.12.630
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