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Bre e ze  of 
Innova tion   

A Proje c t of the  
San  J ose  Lig h t 

Towe r Assoc ia tion
d b a  Urb an  

Conflue nce  Silicon  
Va lle y



”Bre e ze  o f In n ova tion  is  p os s ib ly th e  m os t  e xc it in g  op p ortu n ity a h e a d  o f u s  …a n d  n o  ta xp a ye r 
d o lla rs  w ill b e  u se d  in  th e  c re a t ion  o f th is  in c re d ib le  la n d m a rk”

Ma tt  Ma h a n , Ma yor o f Sa n  J osé



White
73.9%

Hispanic or Latino
11.4%

Other
6.7%

Asian
6%

Black or African American
1.5%

How d o you  
id e n tify your 

e thn ic ity?  
What g end e r b est d escrib es you?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?

Wha t g e nd e r b e s t 
d e sc rib e s  you?

Male
49.4%

Female
35.9%

Other
14.6%

What g end e r b est d escrib es you?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?
How d o you  id e n tify your 

e thn ic ity?  

451 Resp onses471 Resp onses



How d o you  
id e n tify your 

e thn ic ity?  
What gender best describes you?What gender best describes you?

If the re  a re  any ch ild re n  re s id ing  in  
your house hold , wha t ag e  g roup  

b e s t re p re se n ts  the m ?

Wh a t  le ve l o f e d u c a t ion  h a ve  you  
c om p le te d ?

Over 16
43.4%

Under 10
33.7%

10 to 16
22.9%

Bachelor's 
Degree
45.5%

Master's Degree  or 
Higher
43.8%

Associate  
Degree

7.7%

High 
School

2.6%

158 Resp onses474 Resp onses



Yes
76.7%

No
19.7%

Other
3.6%

How d o you  
id e n tify your 

e thn ic ity?  
What g end e r b est d escrib es you?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?

Do you  b e lie ve  tha t San  J ose  is  
m iss ing  an  icon ic  visua l land m ark?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?

Do you  sup p ort chang ing  and  
im p roving  Plaza  d e  Ce sa r Chave z 

b ase d  on  conse nsus  of p a rk 
s take hold e rs?  

Yes
71.5%

No
25.1%

Other
3.4%

479 Resp onses476 Resp onses



Yes
60.4%

No
34.3%

Other
5.4%

Do you  sup p ort 
Bre e ze  of 

Innova tion , 
ad d itiona l 

e le m e n t(s ) tha t 
honor Ce sa r 

Chave z, and  o the r 
im p rove m e n ts  a s  

p a rts  of a  m od ifie d  
Plaza  d e  Ce sa r 

Chave z?  
475 Resp onses



Yes
54.6%

No
26.1%

Maybe
19.3%

How d o you  
id e n tify your 

e thn ic ity?  
What g end e r b est d escrib es you?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?

Would  you  b e  willing  to  con trib u te  
financ ia lly, th roug h  d ona tions  or 

sp onsorsh ip s , to  sup p ort the  
cons truc tion , m a in te nance , and  

op e ra tions  of Bre e ze  of Innova tion?

What g end e r b est d escrib es you?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?

Would  you  sup p ort Bre e ze  of Innova tion  
and  e le m e n t(s ) tha t honor Ce sa r Chave z 

b e ing  g ive n  as  a  g ift to  the  City of San  
J ose ?  Bre e ze  of Innova tion  will b e  p a id  for 

e n tire ly with  p riva te  m one y.

No
54.8%

Yes
24.2%

Maybe
21.1%

459 Resp onses475 Resp onses



Yes
63.9%

No
21.5%

Other
14.6%

How d o you  
id e n tify your 

e thn ic ity?  
What g end e r b est d escrib es you?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?

If Bre e ze  of Innova tion  is  im p le m e n te d , wou ld  you  sup p ort a  p a rk g ove rn ing  org an iza tion  
con trac te d  b y the  City of San  J ose  to  m anag e , op e ra te  and  m a in ta in  the  p a rk?  (e .g ., a  

conse rvancy, a  “frie nd s” g roup )

458 Resp onses



0 100 200 300 400 500

Breeze  of Innovation 

Improvements to events stage  

Expansion of park  

Improvements to existing  fountain 

Supporting  existing  events  

Improvements to existing  site  furniture , p romenade, and  landscaping  

Adding  e lements honoring  Cesar Chavez 

Other 

Do you  sup p ort the  fo llowing  im p rove m e n ts  a t Plaza  d e  Ce sa r Chave z? (p le ase  
m ark a ll tha t you  sup p ort)

268 Resp onses

319 Resp onses 

259 Resp onses

283 Resp onses

408 Resp onses

365 Resp onses

305 Resp onses

93 Resp onses



0 100 200 300

Attend ing  public meetings or workshops 

Participating  in online  surveys or polls 

J oining  a community advisory committee  

Provid ing  feedback through social med ia p latforms 

Other 

How would  you  like  to  b e  involve d  in  the  d e c is ion -m aking  p roce ss?  Ple ase  se le c t 
a ll tha t ap p ly:

292 Resp onses

295 Resp onses

229 Resp onses

221 Resp onses

102 Resp onses



1 2 3 4 5

200 

150 

100 

50 

0 

135 Responses 

33 Responses 
60 Responses 

79 Responses 

172 Responses 

How im p ortan t d o  you  b e lie ve  it  is  to  have  an  icon ic  s truc tu re  in  Plaza  d e  Ce sa r 
Chave z (hop e fu lly s im ila r in  ove ra ll e ffe c t to  the  St. Lou is  Arch , Se a ttle  Sp ace  

Ne e d le , and  Eiffe l Towe r), in  te rm s of b ring ing  vib rancy and  b us ine ss  to  
Downtown  San  J ose ?  Ple ase  ra te  on  a  sca le  of 1  to  5 , with  1  b e ing  not im p ortan t 

a t a ll and  5  b e ing  e xtre m e ly im p ortan t.



0 100 200 300 400

Increased  tourism and  boosted  local economy 

Increased  community pride , social connections, and  engagement 

Enhanced  downtown aesthetics and  attractiveness 

Promoting  local culture  and  heritage  

Provid ing  a unique landmark for the  city 

Other 

Wha t b e ne fits  d o  you  th ink Bre e ze  of Innova tion  wou ld  b ring  to  the  com m unity 
and  the  p a rk? Ple ase  se le c t a ll tha t ap p ly:

224 Resp onses

258 Resp onses

283 Resp onses

187 Resp onses

313 Resp onses

135 Resp onses



0 100 200 300 400

Wi-Fi 

Filte red  Water 

Restrooms 

Other 

Wha t se rvice s  or p rog ram m ing  d o you  th ink shou ld  b e  offe re d  a t Plaza  d e  Ce sa r 
Chave z (e .g ., Wi-Fi)

266 Resp onses

232 Resp onses

355 Resp onses

88 Resp onses



0 100 200 300

Hosting  community events, festivals, and  event space  for small businesses 

Provid ing  a gathering  space  for live  performances 

Offering  recreational activities for all age  g roups 

Incorporating  interactive  e lements or installations 

Other 

How would  you  like  to  se e  the  Bre e ze  of Innova tion  u tilize d  to  p rom ote  
com m unity e ng ag e m e n t?  Ple ase  se le c t a ll tha t ap p ly: 

292 Resp onses

282 Resp onses

229 Resp onses

221 Resp onses

101 Resp onses



How d o you  
id e n tify your 

e thn ic ity?  
What gender best describes you?What gender best describes you?

What a ttrac tions  and  p a rk 
im p rove m e n ts  d o  you  th ink a re  

im p ortan t for va rious  ag e  g roup s?
What g end e r b est d escrib es you?What g end e r b est d escrib es you?

Do you  have  any com m e nts  re la te d  to  the  
p rim ary use rs  of Plaza  d e  Ce sa r Chave z 

inc lud ing  Chris tm as  in  the  Pa rk, Music  in  the  
Pa rk, San  J ose  J azz, Prid e , Foun ta in  Blue s  and  

Bre ws, and  o the rs?

“These  events are  a  g reat way to  b ring  peop le  
d owntown, and  they p rovid e  enjoyment for many.”

“I supp ort p ub lic  events with  no fees be ing  he ld  a t 
Cesar Chavez Park. Take  events that are  ticke t b ased  to  

SJ SU or Guad alupe  Park where  the re  is more  sp ace .”

“If you want to  make  it inclusive  of eve ryone  in  San 
J ose , make  it so  the re  is ad eq uate  parking  for peop le  

with  d isab ilitie s (not far from the  park where  walking  a  
b lock is extremely d ifficult.) Why are  you ce leb rating  

a lcoholic  b eve rag es, which  makes it easy for p eop le  to  
d rink and  d rive  and  in jure  othe rs? More  thoug ht need s 

to  g o in to  activitie s and  the ir impact on  othe rs.”

“The  fountain  is so  importan t for familie s. I loved  
in te ractive  art works such  as the  musical swing s.”

“Pub lic  safe ty g uarantees are  top  of mind .”

“Plaza stag e , fountain , be tte r turf or othe r g round  
cover, seating  a lig ned  for small family g roup s not just 

a ll in  a  row.”

“Ad d itional pe rmanent bathrooms; concessions in  the  
p ark that fund  parks maintenance ; park 

g uid es/amb assad ors/staff in  park reg ularly; flexib le  
seating  op tions (b istro  tab le s, chairs, e tc .)”



COMPLETED Community Outreach Mandated by the San Jose City Council

• August 22: Meeting with Plaza de Cesar Chavez’ largest event producers and neighbors 

• August 23: Meeting with Parks, Recreation, and Neighborhood Services / Parks Division / Special Permits Unit 

• September 5: Beginning of ongoing distribution of approved community survey through multiple channels

• September 18: Meeting with San Jose Arts Commission

• September 21: Meeting with Plaza de Cesar Chavez Event producers 

• September 27: Meeting with all Plaza de Cesar Chavez neighbors

• September 29: Meeting with the public (all interested people invited to attend) 

• October 2: Survey results to date and community input received to date shared with PRNS and OCA staff

• November 1: Meeting with Parks and Recreation Commission  

NOT YET COMPLETED Community Outreach Mandated by the San Jose City Council

• Date TBD: Neighborhood Services and Education Committee of City Council

• Date TBD: Meeting with San Jose City Council 

Community Outreach Mandated by the San Jose City Council 



• Over 445 survey responses received to date.

• 74% “believe San Jose is missing an iconic visual landmark.”

• 78% “support changing and improving Plaza de Cesar Chavez based on consensus of park stakeholders.”

• 62% “support Breeze of Innovation, additional element(s) that honor Cesar Chavez, and other improvements as 

parts of a modified Plaza de Cesar Chavez.”

• 59% “support Breeze of Innovation at Plaza de Cesar Chavez.”

• 65% “support a park governing organization contracted by the City of San Jose to manage, operate and maintain 

the park (e.g., a conservancy, a “friends” group) if Breeze of Innovation is implemented.”

• 67% believe Breeze of Innovation will result in “Enhanced downtown aesthetics and attractiveness.”

Summary of Community Outreach



PRC Members: 
Please ask questions and offer your input, 

thoughts, comments, and suggestions

Thank You



Official Naming of two Parks:
“Bassett” and “North San Pedro”

Parks and Recreation Commission: November 1, 2023

Presented by
Interim Planner, Marybeth Bowman
Supervising Planner, Rebekah Ross

Deputy Director, Raymond Costantino

1



Site Location

Location

2



Approved Master Plan (April 27, 2021)

Final Concept 

North

Graphic is not to scale

3



Naming Policy
City Council Policy 7-5, Naming of City-Owned Facilities
Names must align with the following policy criteria:
x

• A geographic location
• Prominent geographic feature or local reference point
• An adjoining subdivision or community
• A historical event
• An individual who has been deceased for at least five years
• An individual via a donation or sponsorship agreement; or,
• A group via a donation or sponsorship agreement

4



Community Outreach for Park Naming

Name Suggestion Survey (Survey #1)
• June 14, 2023, to June 24, 2023

Ranked Choice Survey (Survey #2)
• August 11, 2023,  to August 21, 2023

5



About the Name Suggestions

City Gardens: Bassett Park Site
• Louis Pellier’s nursery (1850)
• Honors references to San José as the 

“Garden City” 

Elizabeth P. Boyer: San Pedro Park Site
• African American activist & suffragist
• Founded Garden City Women’s Club

6



Recommendation
Bassett Park Site:
Adopt “City Gardens Park” as the official 

park name. 

San Pedro Park Site:
Adopt “Elizabeth P. Boyer Park” as the 

official park name.

7



Official Naming of two Public Parks
“Bassett” and “North San Pedro”

Parks and Recreation Commission: November 1, 2023

Presented by
Interim Planner, Marybeth Bowman
Supervising Planner, Rebekah Ross

Deputy Director, Raymond Costantino

8







Q & A
7

Bassett Park Site
Fitness and play concept

North San Pedro Park Site
Living room concept



Survey Results (Ranked Choice Voting)

12



Survey Results (Ranked Choice Voting)

13



Alternative Eligible Names

14



Alternative Eligible Names

15



Alternative Name: 
Depot Park



Market Street Depot

17


	Handouts Packet Cover Sheet
	Breeze of Innovation Presentation
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	PRC Members: �Please ask questions and offer your input, �thoughts, comments, and suggestions��

	UPDATED 11.01.2023 - Bassett and North San Pedro Park Naming Presentation_Updated 10-31-23
	�����Official Naming of two Parks:�“Bassett” and “North San Pedro”�
	Site Location 
	Approved Master Plan (April 27, 2021)
		Naming Policy
	Community Outreach for Park Naming
	About the Name Suggestions
	Recommendation
	�����Official Naming of two Public Parks�“Bassett” and “North San Pedro”�
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Q & A
	Survey Results (Ranked Choice Voting)
	Survey Results (Ranked Choice Voting)
	Alternative Eligible Names
	Alternative Eligible Names
	Alternative Name: �Depot Park
	Market Street Depot


