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Minutes  
Wednesday, March 6, 2024 

5:30 p.m. 
 
 

I.   Call to Order & Orders of the Day 
 
 

- Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
- Avi Yotam provided meeting logistics information.  
- Commissioner Barocio and Vega absent. 

 
II.      Public Comment  

 
 

(Members of the Public are invited to speak on any item that does not appear on today’s 
Agenda and that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission. Meeting 
attendees are usually given two (2) minutes to speak on any discussion item and/or 
during open forum; the time limit is in the discretion of the Chair of the meeting and 
may be limited when appropriate. Speakers using a translator will be given twice the 
time allotted to ensure non-English speakers receive the same opportunity to directly 
address the Committee, Board or Commission). 

- None  
 

III. Announcements 
 
 

- Chair Snider announced that there will be a celebratory farewell party on May 18th 
for Commissioner Woolfe to thank her for her time and service in the Parks and 
Recreation Commission. Both past and current Commissioners are welcomed to 
reach out to Chair Snider or the Recording Secretary for the location details.  

 
IV. Announcements of Conflict of Interest 

 
 

-  None  

V.   Consent Calendar 
A. Approve the Minutes of February 7, 2024 

District 1 - Daphna Woolfe                                                                                                     Andre Morrow - District 2 
District 3 - Lawrence Ames, Vice Chair   Jo Nguyen - District 4 
District 5 - Daisy Barocio   Kelly Snider, Chair - District 6 
District 7 - Giavanna Vega   Kent Campbell - District 8 
District 9 - Janny Choy  Ken Brennan - District 10 
Citywide - Jose Villarreal   

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
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B. Approve the Attendance for February 7, 2024 
C. 
 

Receive and File Correspondence to Commission 
 
Documents Filed: (1) Minutes of February 7, 2024, (2) Attendance Report 
for February 7, 2024. 

  
Action:  Commissioner Ames motioned to approve the Commission minutes 
and attendance report, which was seconded by Commissioner Woolfe. The 
motion was carried. (9-0-2) Absent: Barocio and Vega.   
  
 

VI. Reports  
A. Chair  

- None 
 

B. Director: 
1. Avi Yotam, Deputy Director, Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services 

(PRNS), reported on the following: 
- Acknowledged that Recording Secretary Annie Wong is attending the 

meeting virtually and Crystal Betances will be acting Recording Secretary 
for the March meeting. 

- Budget development update: 
o City Manager issued the 2025-2029 five-year forecast on March 1st.  
o Projected a slight deficit for the upcoming fiscal year of 2024-2025 

of a few million dollars, but it doesn’t include almost $25 million in 
“one-time” programs or an estimated $25 million to implement 
storm water permit requirements.  

o Even if the 2024-2025 deficits are fully addressed, 2025-2026 
forecasted to have a nearly $40 million deficit followed by deficits 
of $7-18 million for the near few years.  

o In light of the revised forecast and large unfunded needs, the City 
Manager recently directed Departments to provide budget reduction 
proposals.  

- Raging Waters lease assignment and amendment approved by Council on 
2/27. 

o California Dreamin’ Entertainment is getting on site to make repairs 
and prepare for the summer. 

- March 1st : ROCK and San José Recreation Preschools participated in Read 
Across America. 

- March 3rd : Family Camp registration opened.  
- Work at Plaza de Cesar Chavez has been progressing nicely. 

o Some new hardscape, all new sod, and new park furniture  
o Jay Paul company supported with the work.  

- March 11th at noon: Grand opening of Emma Prusch Farm Park’s All 
Inclusive Playground.   

- March 15-17th : Mexica New Year event.at Emma Prusch Farm Park.  
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- March 20th at 3pm: Newbury Park Ribbon Cutting. 
- Viva CalleSJ has announced their 2024 dates: April 21st, June 9th, and 

September 8th  
o The April 21st Viva CalleSJ three activity hubs have been 

announced and the route should be announced soon.  
- Numerous Spring and Easter events happening throughout the Community 

Centers. 
o Visit Council District calendars for more information.  

- Alum Rock Park will be reopening to vehicle traffic sometime in March.  
  

C. Council and Commission 
 1. Council Liaison, Diana Alanis, Council Community Relations Director 

- New dog park at Guadalupe River Gardens is now opened.  
- Save the date for the Great American Littler Pickup on April 20th.  
- Community input session at Bascom Community Center happening the 

week of March 11th.  
 

D. Staff and Organizations 
1. County Commission Liaison, Keith Ball  

- Martial Cottle Park historic ranch rehabilitation Phase 2 and the perimeter 
trail extension will start in Spring 2024. 

- Martial Cottle Park Foundation contributed $490,000 to help fund the 
rehabilitation and the perimeter trail extension. 

- The Friends of Martial Cottle Park organization dissolved at the end of 
2023 after 5 years. 

- Hellyer Park is working on improvement a habitat for monarch butterflies.  
- On January 23rd, the Board of Supervisors set aside a $500,000 dedicated 

fund for the Five Wound Trail. 
- Capital improvement projects allocated:  

o $300,000 for the Fortini property  
o $750,000 for improvements at Hellyer Park  
o $500,000 for Martial Cottle Park  
o $750,000 for playground restorations 

   
Commissioner Barocio arrived at the meeting at 6:03 p.m. 
 
 

VII. New & Returning Business      
A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Camp Status Report 
Documents Filed: (1) Memo from Jon Cicirelli, Director, PRNS, dated 
February 20, 2024; (2) PowerPoint Presentation. 
 
Avi Yotam, Deputy Director, PRNS; Amber Stegner, Parks, Recreation, and 
Facilities Supervisor, PRNS, presented. 
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B. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair Snider opened the item for public comment. 
 
Public Comments:  

- None 
 

Commissioner discussion ensued. 
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions. 
 
Action: Chair Snider motioned to accept the Family Camp Status Report with 
an emphasis for the City of San José to explore partnering with vendors to 
gift their support with repairs at Family Camp, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Barocio. The motion carried. (10-0-1) Absent: Vega.  
 
 
San José Youth Empowerment Alliance Programs and Services Annual 
Report 
Documents Filed: (1) Memo from Andrea Flores Shelton, Deputy Director, 
PRNS, dated February 20, 2024; (2) PowerPoint Presentation. 
 
Andrea Flores Shelton, Deputy Director, PRNS; Israel Canjura, Recreation 
Superintendent, PRNS; Maribel Goulet, Senior Analyst, PRNS, presented. 
 
Chair Snider opened the item for public comment. 
 
Public Comments:  

- None.  
 
Commissioner discussion ensued. 
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions. 
 
Action: Commissioner Villarreal motioned to accept the San José Youth 
Empowerment Alliance Programs and Services Annual Report, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Morrow. The motion carried. (10-0-1) Absent: 
Vega.  
 
 
2023 Annual Community Impact Report 
Documents Filed: (1) Memo from Jon Cicirelli, Director, PRNS, dated 
February 20, 2024; (2) PowerPoint Presentation. 
 
Daniel Lazo, Public Information Manager, PRNS, presented. 
 
Chair Snider opened the item for public comment. 
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D. 

Public Comments:  
- None. 

 
Commissioner discussion ensued. 
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions. 
 
Action: Commissioner Nguyen motioned to accept the 2023 Annual 
Community Impact Report, which was seconded by Commissioner Villarreal. 
The motion carried. (10-0-1) Absent: Vega.  
 
 
2023-2024 Parks and Recreation Commission Work Plan 
Documents Filed: (1) 2023 - 2024 Parks and Recreation Commission Work 
Plan. 
 
Avi Yotam, Deputy Director, PRNS, presented the following changes: 

- The Senior Services and Age-Friendly Initiative Update and the 
Neighborhood Association Engagement Model Update that is 
scheduled for April will be moved to May or June.  

- The Montague & Seely Master Plan and the Meadowfair Master Plan 
will likely be added onto May and June agendas. 

- This would leave only one item (Volunteer Management) for the 
April agenda.  

- Made a proposal to cancel the April meeting and to move the 
remaining item into May or June. 

 
Chair Snider opened the item for public comment. 
 
Public Comments: 

- None. 
 
Commissioner discussion ensued. 
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions. 
 
Action: Commissioner Morrow motioned to accept the 2022 - 2023 Park and 
Recreation Commission Work Plan, to move the April agenda item into either 
May or June, and to cancel the April PRC meeting, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Villarreal. The motion carried. (10-0-1) Absent: Vega. 
 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
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The City of San Jose is committed to open and honest government and strives to consistently meet the 
community’s expectations by providing excellent service, in a positive and timely manner, and in the full 

view of the public. The City Code of Ethics may be viewed on-line at 
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/cp_manual/CPM_0_15.pdf 

To request an accommodation or alternative format for City-sponsored meetings or printed materials, 
please call 408-793-5505 or 408-294-9337 (TTY) as soon as possible; 

but, at least three business days before the meeting. 

For questions, please contact Parks Division at (408) 793-4186. 

All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority of the legislative body 

will be available for public inspection in the Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Department at 
San José City Hall, 200 E. Santa Clara Street, 9th Floor, San José, CA 95113 at the same time that the 

public records are distributed or made available to the legislative body. 

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission on 
May 1, 2024. 

____________________________ 
Lawrence Ames, Vice Chair 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Lawrence Ames

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/cp_manual/CPM_0_15.pdf
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