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CODE   OF   CONDUCT   GUIDELINES   TO  
KEEP   OUR   SHARED   COMMUNITY   SAFE  

GOOD   NEIGHBOR  

Encampment is kept within a 
12x12x12 area or within a lived-in 
vehicle (no items on the roof, 
under, or outside of the vehicle) 

  Public   right-of-way   is   not  blocked 
  by   the   encampment   or  trash

  Trash   is   set   out   for   pickup 

  Biowaste   is   properly  stored 

  Offers   of   shelter   or   housing  are 
 accepted 

POSSIBLE 
ESCALATION 

Biowaste is not properly disposed of 
or is leaking into waterways or 
sewer system 

Littering, damaging surrounding 
environment, tampering and/or 
destroying hydrants and/or electrical 

Open illegal substance use 

Loud noises in violation of San José 
Municipal Code 

Associated with illegal dumping 

Animals impacting the public right-of-
way and/or public safety 

ABATEMENT 

Unlawful activity, including municipal 
code violations or violence 

Within 150 ft. of a school or 
playground; blocking the public 
right-of-way; health and safety 
concerns; or obstruction to critical 
infrastructure 

Within posted No Encampment Zones 

Violating tow-away zones 

Repeated fires, destruction of 
environment; release of hazardous 
waste; inappropriate discharge of 
debris and/or biowaste 

For more information, please contact beautifysj@sanjoseca.gov 01.05.2026 



   

  

   

   

       
        

     
 

        
      
    

        
      

      
         

    

       
      

          
         

   

    

        
         

      
  

   

         
       
     

    

         
       

       
          

     

    

        
       

           
          

    
 

WHAT IS A RIGHT-OF-WAY? 

A right-of-way is a sidewalk, street, trail, median, 
permitted events at City facilities, or a City facility 
(park restroom, playground, community center, library, 
fire station). 

WHAT IS BIOWASTE? 

Biowaste is any waste that is composed of organic 
materials, such as human waste, manure, animal 
carcasses, sawdust, and food scraps. 

WHAT IS AN ESCALATION? 

An escalation can be an escalated cleanup. During an 
escalated cleanup, BeautifySJ staff removes all items 
and materials outside of organized living spaces 
(approximately 12' x 12' x 12' per space). An escalation 
can lead to an abatement. 

WHAT IS AN ABATEMENT? 

An abatement is the removal of encampments from 
public spaces or private property. During abatements, 
the City of San José will remove all items and materials 
remaining in the area, including items left within sight of 
the current encampment area. 

01.05.2026 




