
 
 
 
 
 

 

Memorandum   

 

Date:  August 19, 2024 

To:  Manjit Banwait, City of San Jose 

From:  Robert Del Rio, T.E. 

Subject: Second Harvest Food Bank Distribution Center Supplemental Transportation 
Consistency Review 

 

This memorandum provides a supplemental review of consistency with the completed Local 
Transportation Analysis (LTA), dated March 21, 2022, for the approved Second Harvest Food Bank 
Distribution Center in North San Jose. The project site is located on the west side of North First Street 
just north of Nortech Parkway at 4553 & 4653 North First Street and is currently vacant. The 
supplemental transportation review will document consistency with the completed 2022 study for a now 
proposed reduction in project size and increase in the number of off-street parking spaces.  

Project Description 

The March 2022 LTA report evaluated 249,000 square feet (s.f.) of warehouse distribution space with 
161 off-street parking spaces on the project site. A revised project description now proposes a reduction 
in the building space by 39,500 sf to 209,500 s.f. of warehouse distribution space. An increase in the 
number of off-street parking spaces, for a total of 315 spaces, also is proposed.  

The increase in parking spaces is intended to support the daily volunteers and the anticipated overlap 
of their arrival/departure times for shifts throughout the day. However, there is no proposed increase in 
the number of volunteers, employees, or trucks associated with planned daily site operations. 
Therefore, there would be no change in the total number of daily and peak hour trips upon which the 
March 2022 LTA was based. 

Prior Site Approvals 

The area of land comprising the project site was included as part of the approved development of 1.6 
million s.f. (m.s.f) of office/R&D space of the Cisco Site 6 Environmental Impact Report (EIR), approved 
by the San Jose City Council in 2000. A subsequent Planned Development Permit was approved by the 
City in 2013 that allowed for the development of four buildings totaling approximately 614,800 square 
feet (s.f.) of office/R&D space on the project site and adjacent parcel to the south. The 2013 approval 
found the proposed 614,800 s.f. of building space to be consistent with the approved zoning and 
certified Cisco Site 6 EIR. In 2022, a proposed switch of the two unconstructed approved buildings, 
totaling 246,107 s.f. of office/R&D space, with a total of 249,000 sf of warehouse distribution space was 
approved. The City determined that the approved project was in conformance with the City of San Jose 
Transportation Level of Service Policy (Council Policy 5-3) which was in use at the time of the 2000 and 
2013 approvals and the preparation of a Transportation Analysis (TA) per the current Council Policy 5-1 
was not required. However, a Local Transportation Analysis (LTA) was completed in March 2022 for 
the approved 249,000 s.f. of warehouse distribution space. 
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City Parking Code and TDM Code Compliance 

The City’s parking policy (Ordinance No. 30857 Chapter 20.90.800) was adopted in April 2023. The 
planning application submittal and approval of the previous project occurred in 2022, prior to the 
adoption of the City’s current Parking and Transportation Demand Management (TDM) ordinance. 
Therefore, the proposed development is not required to adhere to the current parking and TDM 
ordinance and is allowed to comply with the previous Municipal Code parking standards and a TDM 
plan for the now proposed project is not required.  

Conclusions 

The revised project proposes a reduction in building square footage and no change to site operations, 
including the number of employees, volunteers , and truck, from that approved in 2022. Therefore, the 
now proposed warehouse distribution space would generate no more trips than the approved project 
and would not result in any greater impact to the transportation system than were reported in the 
completed March 2022 LTA. Therefore, the revised uses for the project site can be found to be 
consistent with the prior 2000 Cisco Site 6 EIR, 2013, and 2022 approvals of the project site. 
Accordingly, the project is in conformance with the City of San Jose Transportation Level of Service 
Policy (Council Policy 5-3) which was in use at the time of the 2000 and 2013 approvals and does not 
require preparation of a Transportation Analysis (TA), including an evaluation of the project’s effects on 
Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT), per the current Council Policy 5-1.  

 


