
LIVING 
WITH 

WILDFIRE

SAN JOSE FIRE DEPARTMENT

DO YOU
KNOW
YOUR 
ZONE?

Stay informed during evacuations with 
Genasys Protect, an online platform 
and mobile app. Get real-time alerts 
about evacuation warnings, orders, 
and routes directly from local officials, 
ensuring you have the most updated 
information when it matters most.  

Use the search bar to find your address 
and view your zone, its status, and 
other details. In the app, you can follow 
your zone and receive notifications. 

Download the app and sign up today 
and enable notifications to stay 
prepared and protect your loved ones. 
Available for both iPhone and Android 
devices. 

bit.ly/GenasysProtect

SCAN FOR OTHER LANGUAGES
ESCANEAR PARA OTROS IDIOMAS

QUÉT ĐỂ XEM CÁC NGÔN NGỮ KHÁC
掃描查看更多語言
扫描查看更多语言

sanjoseca.gov/wildfire

https://protect.genasys.com/search
http://bit.ly/GenasysProtect
http://bit.ly/GenasysProtect
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/wildfire
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/wildfire


WILDFIRE HOME 
HARDENING 

Wildfires spread quickly, with embers 
traveling miles ahead. Hardening 
your home increases fire resistance 
and helps firefighters defend it. 

Roof & Gutters
Use fire-resistant roofing materials like 
metal, tile, or asphalt shingles. Keep 
gutters clear of debris so embers don’t 
start a fire.

Vents & Openings
Cover vents with fine metal mesh to 
keep embers out. Even small gaps can 
let sparks inside.

Windows & Doors
Double-pane or tempered glass 
windows can withstand heat better 
than single-pane glass. Also, keep doors 
well-sealed with no gaps.

Siding & Decking
Choose fire-resistant siding like stucco, 
brick, or fiber cement. If you have a 
wooden deck, keep it free of leaves and 
store firewood away from your home.

DEFENSIBLE SPACE
& FUEL MITIGATION 

Defensible space around your home 
helps slow down wildfires and gives 
firefighters room to work. The goal is 
to reduce fuel for the fire. 

Zone 0 (0-5 feet from your home)
Keep this area free of combustible materials 
like leaves, mulch, and woodpiles. Use non-
combustible materials such as gravel. Keep 
plants minimal, small, and well-spaced. 
Avoid flammable items against walls.

Zone 1 (5-30 feet)
Maintain this area to limit fire spread. 
Remove dead plants, leaves, and 
branches. Trim large trees at least 
10 feet from roofs and chimneys and 
branches less than six feet from the 
ground. Space vegetation to create 
breaks, and keep lawns short. Regularly 
rake up fallen debris to reduce fire risk. 

Zone 2 (30-100 feet)
Reduce wildfire fuel by thinning trees to 
prevent fire spread. Keep grass under 4 
inches and limit dense vegetation while 
maintaining healthy native plants.

EVACUATION 
PREPARATION

When wildfire approaches, every 
second counts. Don’t wait until it’s 
too late. Create and practice your 
evacuation plan before disaster strikes. 

Stay Informed
Sign up for emergency alerts, such as 
Genasys Protect and AlertSCC, follow 
local fire officials on social media 
(@SJFD on X), and listen to the radio.

Create an Emergency Kit
Pack a go-bag with food, water, 
medications, important documents, 
extra clothing, and pet supplies. Have 
enough for at least three days.

Know Your Evacuation Route
Identify at least two ways to leave your 
neighborhood in case one is blocked. 
Practice your route with your family.

Prepare Your Car
Always keep your gas tank at least 
half full, and store an emergency kit 
in your vehicle with supplies like a 
flashlight, blanket, and first-aid kit.


