


SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Welcome! 

 Sign up for updates:

bit.ly/sjdot-cameras
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

San José Safety Camera Pilot Programs 

Speed Safety Cameras

Red Light Cameras
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Vision Zero San José

 School safety assemblies, Bike Rodeos
 Senior center education events
 Safety enhancements on priority corridors
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Vision Zero San José

5



SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Speeding and Red Light Running
in San José, 2019-2023

Crashes in San José 
with speeding and red 

light running as the 
primary cause

People killedPeople severely 
injured
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Traffic deaths are preventable.



Speed Safety Cameras
 The California legislature passed 

AB 645 in 2023

 Allows for speed camera pilots in 
six cities: San José, Oakland, San 
Francisco, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, and Glendale

 Authorizes a pilot of up to five years 
or until Jan 2032



Red Light Cameras
 Authorized in California Vehicle Code 

(CVC) section 21455.5

 In June 2022, the City of San José 
approved a pilot for a Red-Light Running 
Camera System

 San José is launching a one-year pilot 
beginning July 2025



SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Safety Cameras Save Lives

Fewer instances 
of speeding

75%
Fewer serious 
injury crashes 

35%
Fewer crashes

39%
Fewer injury 

crashes

52%
on speed camera corridors 

in New York
at red light camera 

intersections in Chicago
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Safety Cameras in San José



SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Speed Safety Cameras

How do they work?

The speed safety 
cameras are set 
to  the street's 
speed limit

If a vehicle 
passes going 11 
mph or more over 
the speed limit, 
the camera is 
activated

Once activated, 
they photograph 
the rear license 
plate of the 
speeding vehicle 

A citation is 
mailed to the 
vehicle’s 
registered owner
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Red Light Cameras

How do they work?

The red light 
cameras monitor 
vehicles as they 
approach the 
intersection

If a vehicle runs 
the red light, the 
camera flashes

The camera 
records video and 
takes photos of 
the driver and 
license plates

A citation is mailed 
to the vehicle’s 
registered owner 

Red Light
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Speed Safety Camera Locations 

 Up to 33 locations along Safety Corridors
 Spread across San José, considering equity factors
 At least one in each Council District

Prioritizing:
 High concentrations of crashes related to speeding, red-

light running and failure-to-yield to people walking, rolling
 Streets where vehicles exceed speed limit by 10+ mph 

Considering: 
 High posted speed limit and 85th percentile speed
 Proximity to schools, senior housing, parks, and 

commercial districts
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Red Light Camera Locations 

Prioritizing:
 Intersections with history of crashes caused by red light 

running, weighted based on people killed or severely injured 
in those crashes

 Not located near a speed safety camera location
 Four intersections selected for the pilot phase, with

one approach per intersection
 Leigh Av/Parkmoor Av southbound approach – Council District 6

 Monterey Rd/Branham Ln southbound approach - Council District 2

 S. 3rd St/Keyes St westbound approach - Council District 3

 Bascom Av/Camden Av northbound approach - Council District 9

15



SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Camera Locations

 . 

 33 speed safety system 
locations

 4 red light camera 
locations
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Warning Period

 Initial 60-day grace period after cameras are installed and operational

Only Speed camera: Only vehicle’s first instance of speeding between 
11-15 mph over the posted limit is waived
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

How Much is the Ticket?

Points will not be added on a driver’s record/license.

Speed over the limit:

11 – 15 mph

Fine:

$50

16 – 25 mph $100

26 mph or more $200

Speed of 100 mph+ $500

Running red light $486

Right turn rolling stop $234

+ 1 point on driver’s license

Violation: Fine:
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Diversion Program – Speed Safety Cameras

 Options for payment plans and fine reductions 
for low-income households

 People who qualify will have the option to participate 
in community service instead of paying the citation
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Appeals Process

Vehicle owners have the right to contest citations if they 
believe they were issued in error

An administrative review and appeals process will be 
available through the speed safety camera service portal

Santa Clara County Superior Court administers citations, 
including payments, scheduling court hearing date or 
eligibility to attend traffic school
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Privacy Protections
 Data stored confidentially, in compliance with the City of San José 

Data Use and Digital Privacy Policies
 Not shared with any other agency, unless court ordered to do so

Speed cameras only: 
 Use no facial recognition technology 
 Photograph only the rear license plate 
 Delete photos within 60 days, after case is resolved

Red light cameras only: 
 Videos deleted after two years, following completed investigation
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

San José’s Education and 
Awareness Campaign

Reporting out on 
website and 

Transportation and 
Environment 

meetings

Public information 
campaign 60+ days 
before activation, 

including Town Hall 
meetings

Regional 
campaign with 
Oakland and 

San Francisco

Education 
campaigns 

ongoing  over 
pilot period
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Reporting & Transparency



SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Speed Safety Cameras: Evaluation under AB 645

 Must reduce 85th percentile speed of vehicles 

 20% reduction in vehicles exceeding the speed limit by 10 mph or more 
(compared to before the camera)

 20% reduction in repeat violators on the corridor 
(vehicle owners receiving two or more citations)

First evaluation - 18 months after a camera is installed
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Speed Safety Cameras: Evaluation under AB 645

 Adding traffic-calming measures (e.g., lane narrowing, 
curb extensions, possibly radar speed signs)

If the percentage of violations does not decrease, 
the City will consider:
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Speed Safety Cameras: Reporting under AB 645

 The number of violations issued & locations

 Trends in speeding and traffic safety impacts

 Financial updates on program costs and revenue use

 Equity analysis & public feedback

At the end of the pilot period, San José will publish a 
report detailing:
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Red Light Cameras: Reporting

 The number of violations issued

 Before and after camera installation analysis: 

 Red light incidents

 Average speed comparison

 Evaluation to City Council with recommendation to 
terminate, continue, or expand the program 

At the end of the pilot period, San José will publish 
a report detailing:
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Speed Safety Camera Program Costs, 
Funding and Revenue 

 Ticket revenues are allowed to cover the cost of the 
speed safety cameras program

 The program is estimated to cost $15.4M - $17.9M over 
five years

 Any ticket revenue (over the cost of the program) must 
be used for traffic calming projects within three years

 * U.S. DOT “Safe Streets for All” awarded San José 
$8.5M grant
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Red Light Camera Program Costs, 
Funding and Revenue

 City allocated $733,000 for one-year pilot

 The funds collected from citations are allocated 
among various entities, including the state, county, 
and city governments

 No revenue sharing with camera vendor per CVC 
21455.5
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Next Steps

 Red light cameras tentatively 
scheduled for installation July 2025 

 Speed safety cameras as soon as 
fall 2025
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SPEED SAFETY AND RED LIGHT CAMERAS in San José

Questions?
Sign up for email updates with QR code 
bit.ly/sjdot-cameras

Visit the Speed Safety Camera project website:
bit.ly/sj-speed-cameras

Visit the Red Light project website:
bit.ly/sj-rl-cameras

For questions, email us: 
speedcamera@sanjoseca.gov
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Speed Safety Cameras in San José


