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DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information

*Resource Name or #: Williams Groundwater StationPage 1 of 4
P1. Other Identifier: None      
*P2. Location:  ☐ Not for Publication  ☒ Unrestricted

*a.  County  Santa Clara
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad  San Jose West Date 1961 T 7S  ; R 1W   ;  ¼ of  ¼ of Sec  ;  B.M. 
c. Address  3601 Williams Road City     San Jose Zip  95117 
d. UTM: Zone  ,   mE/     mN; NAD 83 
e. Other Locational Data: APN 299-46-001

*P3a. Description:

The Williams Groundwater Station site is an 11-acre wellfield in west San José. The site consists of 15 wells and a mid-century 
treatment facility concentrated in the southern end of the property along Williams Road. The treatment facility consists of an 
engineered sump, 20-foot high chemical concrete masonry unit (CMU) building, standby power generator, telecommunications shelter, 
and various small operations buildings. In addition, the existing facility has perimeter fencing with access roads, parking, trees and 
landscaping. The existing buildings on site are made of concrete or CMU with gable roofs.  

*P3b. Resource Attributes:
*P4. Resources Present: ☐ Building ☐ Structure ☐ Object ☐ Site ☐ District ☐ Element of District ☐ Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo: Generator, Water Tank 
#2, and telecommunications shelter (facing west) 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Source:
☒ Historic  ☐ Prehistoric
☐ Both ca 1960

*P7. Owner and Address:
San Jose Water Works
110 W Taylor St
San Jose, CA 95110

P8. Recorded by: Becky Urbano, ESA 

*P9. Date Recorded: August 16, 2024

*P10. Survey Type: Intensive

*P11.  Report Citation:  ESA, 2024. Williams Treatment System Design Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. Prepared for
the City of San Jose. September 2024.

*Attachments:  ☐ NONE  ☐ Location Map  ☐ Sketch Map  ☒ Continuation Sheet  ☒ Building, Structure, and Object Record
☐ Archaeological Record  ☐ District Record  ☐ Linear Feature Record  ☐ Milling Station Record  ☐ Rock Art Record
☐ Artifact Record  ☐ Photograph Record  ☐ Other (List):

State of California — The Resources Agency Primary [Abstract] 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI # 
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial 

NRHP Status Code         
Other Listings   
Review Code   Reviewer      Date



DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information

*Resource Name or # Williams Groundwater Station *NRHP Status Code   6z 
Page 2 of 4

B1. Historic Name: Williams Groundwater Station 
B2. Common Name: Williams Groundwater Station 
B3. Original Use: well field      B4.  Present Use: well field 
*B5. Architectural Style: vernacular industrial
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
Ca 1960 original establishment of site, construction of Water Tank #2
Ca 1968 telecommunications shelter and corrugated metal outbuilding

*B7. Moved?   ☒ No   ☐ Yes   ☐ Unknown   Date: Original Location: 
*B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: Unknown    b. Builder:   unknown
*B10. Significance:  Theme  water infrastructure       Area San Jose

Period of Significance  1960-1980                Property Type utility                     Applicable Criteria n/a 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address 
integrity.) 

Water Tank #2 on the southwest end of the property is the only extant structure that appears to date to the earliest construction of the 
site, appearing on the 1960 aerial. Prior to that time the property consisted of an orchard with associated barns and agricultural 
outbuildings. The concrete breeze block telecommunications shelter appears on the 1968 aerial, along with corrugated metal 
outbuilding on the southernmost end of the property. All remaining buildings appear after the 1980 historic aerial. 

The Williams Groundwater Station was evaluated for potential historic significance under California Register of Historical Resources 
(California Register) and in the San José Historic Resources Inventory as a Candidate City Landmark. 

Archival review did not provide any indication that the Williams Groundwater Station is significantly associated with important events 
(California Register Criterion 1) or people (California Register Criterion 2). While the site provided an important service meeting the 
water infrastructure needs of the population of San José, it does not appear to have been historically significant for its associations 
with the development of San José, nor water development, during the later decades of the 20th century. Additionally, no specific 
individual within SJW was determined to have achieved significance for their association with Williams Groundwater Station. 
Therefore, Williams Groundwater Station is not eligible for listing as an individual resource on the California Register under Criterion 1 
or 2 for its association with historically significant events or persons. 

(see continuation sheet) 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) 
*B12. References: (see continuation sheet)

B13. Remarks: 

*B14. Evaluator: Kathy Cleveland, ESA
*Date of Evaluation: September, 2024

State of California — The Resources Agency Primary # [Abstract]    
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 



State of California — Natural Resources Agency  Primary # [Abstract]  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  
CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial   

Page 3 of 4 *Resource Name or # Williams Groundwater Station  
 
*Recorded by: Kathy Cleveland, ESA *Date: August, 2024  Continuation  Update 

DPR 523L (Rev. 1/1995)(Word 9/2013) 

*B10. Significance: (Continued from page 2) 

Williams Groundwater Station is an example of a vernacular industrial facility, but does not embody any specific style, nor 
does it possess high artistic value. The site does not appear to represent the work of a master. As such, the Williams 
Groundwater Station is not eligible for listing as individual resource on the California Register under Criterion 3 for its design. 
Finally, the site is unlikely to provide additional information on its construction methods, the history of San José, or water 
infrastructure design and construction. As such, the Williams Groundwater Station is not eligible for listing on the California 
Register under Criterion 4 for its information potential.  

Integrity 

An assessment of integrity is necessary if the resource is found to be historically significant under one or more criteria for 
listing on the National or California registers. Because Buildings A-D at 280 Hospital Parkway are not recommended eligible 
under any criteria, a further assessment of integrity is not required.  

City Landmark Criteria (City of San José Historic Resources Inventory) 

1. Its character, interest, or value as part of the local, regional, state, or national history, heritage for culture; 

Williams Groundwater Station does not represent the character of San José. Its value was as a well field associated with a 
water infrastructure in San José during the mid- to late-20th century, but archival review did not reveal any significant heritage 
or cultural importance of the site. Rather it was one of many water infrastructure sites constructed during the postwar period in 
San José to address the needs of the growing population and does not appear to be significant under this criterion. 

2. Its location as a site of a significant historic event; 

Research does not suggest that Williams Groundwater Station was the location of a significant historical event.  

3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the local, regional, state, or national culture 
and history; 

Archival research did not reveal any significant persons associated with Williams Groundwater Station. No specific individual 
within SJW was determined to have achieved significance for their association with Williams Groundwater Station.  

4. Its exemplification of the cultural, economic, social, or historic heritage of the city of San José; 

Williams Groundwater Station does not appear to exemplify a particular cultural, social, or historic heritage with the City of San 
José. It served as a water infrastructure site in San José for many years but does not represent a particular group, period, or 
aspect of life in San José that is historically important. 

5. Its portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an era of history characterized by a distinctive architectural 
style; 

There is no specific overall style or distinctive character to Williams Groundwater Station that is associated with the 
environment of a group of people.  

6. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen; 

Williams Groundwater Station is a vernacular industrial facility, but does not embody any specific style, nor does it possess 
high artistic value. The site does not appear to represent the work of a master. Rather it is a typical example of the vernacular 
style within the context of water infrastructure.  

7. Its identification as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has influenced the development 
of the city of San José; and 

Archival research failed to indicate any significant persons associated with Williams Groundwater Station. 

8. Its embodiment of the elements of architectural or engineering design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which 
represents a significant architectural innovation, or which is unique. 



State of California — Natural Resources Agency  Primary # [Abstract]  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #  
CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial   

Page 4 of 4 *Resource Name or # Williams Groundwater Station  
 
*Recorded by: Kathy Cleveland, ESA *Date: August, 2024  Continuation  Update 

DPR 523L (Rev. 1/1995)(Word 9/2013) 

The architectural design of Williams Groundwater Station does not represent a significant architectural innovation, but rather is 
a typical example of vernacular construction within an industrial setting.  

Conclusions 

As the Williams Groundwater Station at 3601 Williams Road does not meet any of the California Register or City of San José 
Landmark criteria, it is not considered a historical resource for the purposes of CEQA analysis 

 

*B12. References: (Continued from page 2) 

City of San José, 2024. Envision San José 2040 General Plan, adopted November 1, 2011 (amended on January 31, 2024). 
Available at https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-
division/citywide-planning/envision-san-jos-2040-general-plan. Accessed August 2024. 
 
Walker, Richard A., and Matthew J. Williams. “Water from Power: Water Supply and Regional Growth in the Santa Clara 
Valley.” Economic Geography, vol. 58, no. 2, 1982, pp. 95–119. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/143791. Accessed 5 Sept. 
2024. 
 



This document identifies the locations of cultural resources. Disclosure of this information to the public 
may be in violation of both federal and state laws. Federal regulations applicable to the project include, 
but may not be limited to, Section 304 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 United States Code 
[U.S.C.] 307103) and the Archaeological Resources Protection Act (16 U.S.C. Section 470h). The 
applicable state regulations include, but may not be limited to, Government Code Section 6250 et seq. and 
Section 6254 et seq. Disclosure of site location information to individuals other than those meeting the 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s professional standards or the California State Personnel Board criteria for 
Associate State Archaeologist or State Historian II violates the California Office of Historic Preservation 
records access policy. 

 

Northwest Information Center (NWIC), 2024. California Historical Resources Information System. File 
No. 24-0120, July 24, 2024.  

 






