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Parks and Recreation Commission

Director’s Report

Wednesday, August 20, 2025

Summer/Upcoming

Date Time Details
Events
Danny the Dragon reopening | July 15th Danny the Dragon reopened on Tuesday, July 15" with a reimagined journey and
at Happy Hollow Park & Zoo scenery supported by the Happy Hollow Foundation, which ran its first ever capital
campaign — a great success. Read more: https://happyhollow.org/happy-hollow-
blog/dannyrefresh/.
2025-2026 Academic Year of See details The 2025-2026 academic year is about to begin! R.0.C.K. Afterschool will start in
R.O.C.K. Afterschool & SJ alignment with the school district schedule, first day for many is August 7th! SJ
Recreation Preschool Recreation Preschool will begin on September 2",
Arena Green East Pickleball August 6 4:30pm — In coordination with District 6 Council Office, PRNS celebrated the completion of the
Court Ribbon-Cutting 6pm pickleball court at Arena Green East on Wednesday, August 6 from 4:30 — 6 p.m.
Rancho Del Pueblo Golf August16 | 12pm Celebrated Rancho del Pueblo Golf Course and First Tee Silicon Valley 25th
Course & First Tee Silicon anniversaries! There was a FREE open house day filled with fun and festivities at the
Valley 25" anniversary course. More information at https://firstteesiliconvalley.org/our-events/first-tee-
silicon-valley-25th-anniversary/
Viva CalleS) September | 10am — Las Calles! Celebrating 10 years of open streets and community joy with the biggest
7 3pm Viva CalleSJ route ever! Visit https://www.vivacallesj.org/ for more information.
Park Activation Grants Due The Park Activation Grants provide $1k-S10k funding for community-led projects and
September events that bring people together in San José parks. Grants are provided by Trust for
23 Public Land. Nonprofits, CBOs, and neighborhood groups can apply. Applications are

due 5pm on 9/23
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Communications Tracker

Information

Columbus Park Abatement

The Columbus Park abatement began on 8/18/2025 and will continue for the next 2-3 months. The site has been
designated as a No Encampment Zone. At the completion of the abatement, the site will be secured to prevent
re-encampment of the site. This abatement was planned in coordination with several key departments,
including Housing, Transportation and SJPD.

PRC Contact List

The commission contact list was sent out on 8/14/25. Please do not use this information to discuss commission
matters outside of publicly noticed meetings, in accordance with the Brown Act. If there’s anything that you
would like to share with the commission, please send it to the commission liaison for distribution
(PRCLiaison@sanjoseca.govV ).

Memo/Report Tracker:

BeautifySJ Neighborhood
Blight Reduction Status Report

Item was heard at the Neighborhood Services and Education Committee (NSE) on August 14, 2025.
Council action: Passed unanimously.
https://sanjose.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?1D=1325151&GUID=3CFC4033-475B-4852-9607-
518AF31707EE&Options=&Search=

PRC Recommendations to Council Tracker:

From Previous Meetings:
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Friends of San Jose Family Camp

WILDERNESS
IN REACH

SATURDAY OCTOBER 4, 2025

5-9P.M. | LEININGER CENTER
1300 SENTER RD. SAN JOSE, CA 95112

Join us for an evening of dinner, camp games, fall crafts,
and an auction! All to support the Campership Scholarship
Program and volunteer projects for Family Camp!
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Register today at:
#° bit.ly/fcy-wilderness2025
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"':a__ & HELP EVERY FAMILY HAVE A CHANCE TO
E.L "o EXPLORE, PLAY, AND CONNECT.

A Fundraiser Sponsored by the
Friends of San Jose Family Camp
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The Peace Monument Artist’s Description

The Peace Monument envisions a monumental figure standing behind six
children and a penguin, who are lifting the Earth together, a powerful
symbol of unity, hope, and global harmony.

Towering and nurturing, the female figure holds a dove and olive branch,
universal emblems of peace. Her presence embodies strength,
compassion, and guidance, symbolizing peace as the foundation for a just
and thriving world.

The six children represent the continents, highlighting the diversity and
shared responsibility of all people. A penguin, symbolizing Antarctica,
reinforces environmental themes and reminds us that peace extends to the
stewardship of our planet.

A sweeping circular shawl flows from the woman'’s head around her body,
sheltering the children and the Earth. Adorned with cultural symbols from
around the world, it represents protection, interconnectedness, and the
richness of global diversity. This design reflects that peace is not unique to
any one culture, it is woven through all.

The inclusion of children conveys innocence and the promise of the future,
reminding us of the urgent need to instill values of respect, love, and
cooperation in younger generations.

This sculpture calls on viewers to reflect on their own role in building peace
and caring for the Earth. As a public monument, it can serve as a gathering
place for community events, intercultural dialogue, and collective reflection.

By celebrating global cultures and shared values, the Peace Monument
affirms that everyone has a role in the pursuit of a more peaceful and
united world.

Conclusion

Intertwining symbols of peace, protection, diversity, and shared
responsibility, the Peace Monument tells a story of our shared human
journey. The central figure represents the strength and potential of
humanity to shape a better future. More than a work of art, it is a call to
action, one that invites reflection, inspires connection, and reminds us that
the work of peace belongs to all of us.
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MARIO CHIODO BIOGRAPHY

All of my life | have been an artist. As early as 4 years old | was coloring my bedroom walls
with characters that | felt driven to portray. My earliest inspiration came from the art and
history of Greeks and Romans. Then | became intrigued by the stories of “changemakers”
such as Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, Susan B. Anthony and Chief Joseph.
Ultimately, | focused on teachers of peace such as Gandhi, Thich Nhat Hanh, and the Dalai
Lama as | realized their visions are the answers to solving world conflicts.

However, it was not until 2001 on 9/11 that my art career took a major turn. On that fateful day
when the Twin Towers in NY and The Pentagon were struck by terrorists, | took a firm stance
that from that day forward | would shift the focus of my art toward creating sculpture and
monuments dedicated to telling history and those who made sacrifices to help others. At that
time, | created the concept of “Remember Them: Champions for Humanity” which
acknowledges 25 imperfect international people who did extraordinary things to make
changes for the betterment of humanity. | took the journey despite the critics who thought |
was giving up a successful commercial art career for the unknown of wanting to help others
through my art.

Since that time, | have been commissioned to create a multitude of historical monuments
around the country including the Slave memorial in Alexandria, VA called the “Path of Thorns
and Roses”, The Harriet Tubman Memorial in Wilmington, DE, a tribute to the Ohlone Native
Americans in Fremont, CA, and The Dalai Lama monument in Ithaca, NY just to name a few.

| seek to include paid interns from High School and College as often as possible so | can pass
on this highly specialized field. | strongly believe that embellishing our cities with meaningful
art is a critical step in opening positive dialogue and reminds us to not forget history.

MAY THE HEARTS.
OF AULBENGS

L SHARE COMPASSION

HIS HOUNSS
THE 14TH DAATLAMA
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