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WIRELESS PERMIT DECISION TREE

INSTRUCTIONS 

Answer these questions to determine if you need a Permit Adjustment, Wireless Administrative Permit or CUP/SUP.
See the Definitions section at the end.
QUESTIONS YES NO
SECTION A.

1.	 Is the proposed project in the City of San José? 
Use SJPermits.org to confirm that the site address is in San José.  
At the “Incorporated” field, “yes”means the property is in San José; “no” means it is in a different 
jurisdiction. 
 
If yes, continue to #2. 
If no, please work with the appropriate jurisdiction.

2.	 Is the proposed project modifying an existing wireless facility? 
 
If yes, continue to #3. 
If no, continue to Section C.

3.	 Does the proposed project increase the width or height of the existing facility? 
 
If yes, continue to #4. 
If no, continue to Section B.

4.	 Is the proposed project mounted to an existing building or structure? 
 
If yes, continue to #5. 
If no, continue to Section B.
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* See Definitions at the end of the checklist for details

Use this form to determine the correct permit type for your wireless project in San José. A Permit Adjustment may 
be used for minor changes to building-mounted facilities, including some that qualify under Section 6409(a). Most 
6409(a)-eligible modifications require a Wireless Facility Administrative Permit. Projects that do not qualify under 

6409(a) typically require a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) or Special Use Permit (SUP).

FOR QUESTIONS - Speak with a City Planner at 408-535-3555 during these phone service hours.

Para información en español, comuníquese con un Planificador de la ciudad al 408-793-4100. 

Để được hỗ trợ, nói chuyện với người lập kế hoạch thành phố tại 408-793-4174.

http://www.sjpermits.org/
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showdocument?id=15317
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5.	 Does the antenna and its related building alterations project no more than ten feet above the building 
roofline? 
OR 
Is the antenna set back from the building parapet and project no more than ten feet plus an additional 
foot of height for every ten feet that the antenna is set back from the building parapet to a maximum 
height of fifteen feet? 
 
If yes, continue to #6. 
If no, continue to Section B.

6.	 Does the proposed antenna and its associated mechanical equipment increase the overall height of 
other utility structures? 
 
If yes, continue to Section B. 
If no, submit a Permit Adjustment Application to planningtechs@sanjoseca.gov

QUESTIONS YES NO

SECTION B.

1.	 Is the proposed project modifying an Existing Tower*? 
 
If yes, continue to #2. 
If no, continue to #3.

2.	 For projects modifying an Existing Tower*, please state the:

Existing Height                ft

Proposed Height                ft

Percent Increase from the original height                 %

Does the project height exceed 10% of existing height?

If yes, skip/continue to Section C. 
If no, continue to #2a. 

2a. Does the project increase the height of the existing tower by one additional antenna array with 
separation from the nearest existing antenna that exceeds 20 feet? 
 
If yes, continue to Section C. 
If no, continue to #2b. 

2b. Does the project increase the width of the tower by more than 20 feet or more than the existing 
tower width at the level of the appurtenance? 
 
If yes, continue to Section C. 
If no, continue to #5.

3.	 Is the proposed project modifying an Existing Base Station*?

If yes, continue to #4.

If no, skip to Section C.

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/15361/638690866597030000
mailto:planningtechs%40sanjoseca.gov?subject=
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4.	 For projects modifying an Existing Base Station*, please state the:

Existing Height                

Proposed Height                

Percent Increase                

4a. Does the project height exceed 10% of the existing height or 10 feet, whichever is greater?

 
If yes, continue to Section C. 
If no, continue to #4b. 

4b. Does the project increase the width of the Existing Base Station* by adding an appurtenance to the 
structure that would protrude more than six feet?

 
If yes, continue to Section C. 
If no, continue to #5.

QUESTIONS YES NO

5.	 How many new cabinets are proposed?

              Existing Cabinets

              Proposed Cabinets

Is there an increase in more than four (4) new cabinets? 
Are there new ground cabinets where none previously existed? 
Any new ground cabinets that are more than 10% larger (in height or volume) than existing ones? 
 
If any of the above answers are yes, continue to section C. 
if all above answers are no, continue to #6

6.	 Is there any excavation or deployment outside the current site boundaries* that require equipment 
outside of the current site by more than 30 feet in any direction.? The measurement excludes any 
access or utility easements currently related to the site. 

*This does not apply to towers in public rights-of-way. 
 
If yes, continue to Section C. 
If no, submit a Wireless Administrative Permit to planningtechs@sanjoseca.gov

SECTION C.

If the proposed project does not qualify for a Permit Adjustment (Section A) or Wireless Administrative Permit 
(Section B) the project most likely requires a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) or a Special Use Permit (SUP). Complete 
the application and schedule a 3rd floor virtual appointment here.
We recommend reviewing the project scope and consulting with the Planning Division or applicable agency to 
determine the next steps and necessary application requirements.

* See Definitions at the end of the checklist for details

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/15317/638597432783370000
mailto:planningtechs%40sanjoseca.gov?subject=
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/41005/638827448923330000
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/41005/638827448923330000
https://planningdepartment2.fullslate.com/
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DEFINITIONS:

1.	 Existing. A constructed tower or base station is existing for purposes of this section if it has been reviewed and 
approved under the applicable zoning or siting process, or under another State or local regulatory review process, 
provided that a tower that has not been reviewed and approved because it was not in a zoned area when it was 
built, but was lawfully constructed, is existing for purposes of this definition.

2.	 Base station. A structure or equipment at a fixed location that enables Commission-licensed or authorized wireless 
communications between user equipment and a communications network. The term does not encompass a tower 
as defined in this subpart or any equipment associated with a tower.

i.	 The term includes, but is not limited to, equipment associated with wireless communications services such 
as private, broadcast, and public safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless services and fixed wireless 
services such as microwave backhaul.

ii.	 The term includes, but is not limited to, radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic cable, regular 
and backup power supplies, and comparable equipment, regardless of technological configuration (including 
Distributed Antenna Systems and small-cell networks).

iii.	 The term includes any structure other than a tower that, at the time the relevant application is filed with the 
State or local government under this section, supports or houses equipment described in paragraphs (b)(1)(i) 
through (ii) of this section that has been reviewed and approved under the applicable zoning or siting process, 
or under another State or local regulatory review process, even if the structure was not built for the sole or 
primary purpose of providing such support.

iv.	 The term does not include any structure that, at the time the relevant application is filed with the State or 
local government under this section, does not support or house equipment described in paragraphs (b)(1)(i)-(ii) 
of this section.

3.	 Tower. Any structure built for the sole or primary purpose of supporting any Commission-licensed or authorized 
antennas and their associated facilities, including structures that are constructed for wireless communications 
services including, but not limited to, private, broadcast, and public safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless 
services and fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul, and the associated site.

4.	 Current Site Boundaries. For towers other than towers in the public rights-of-way, the current boundaries of the 
leased or owned property surrounding the tower and any access or utility easements currently related to the site, 
and, for other eligible support structures, further restricted to that area in proximity to the structure and to other 
transmission equipment already deployed on the ground. The current boundaries of a site are the boundaries that 
existed as of the date that the original support structure or a modification to that structure was last reviewed and 
approved by a State or local government, if the approval of the modification occurred prior to the Spectrum Act or 
otherwise outside of the section 6409(a) process.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-47/section-1.6100#p-1.6100(b)(1)(i)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-47/section-1.6100#p-1.6100(b)(1)(ii)
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