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New Park Site at Rinconada Drive 
This story map provides a historical context for the naming of a future public park site in Council 
District 9 in San José, California. 

About the Project Site: 
The 1.2-acre undeveloped 
park site is situated within 
the northern edge of the 
South San José 
neighborhood within Council 
District 9. The park site lies 
at the northeastern terminus 
of Rinconada Drive in a 
pocket neighborhood 
bounded by Curtner Avenue 
to the north, Almaden 
Expressway to the west, the 
Canoas Creek channel to the 
south, and Highway 87 to the east. The neighborhood lies at the western base of the San Juan 
Bautista Hills, a small group of hills rising from the flat valley floor, named for Saint John the Baptist 
by the Spanish in the 1770s. The range also encompasses Communications Hill, as well as Dairy 
Hill and Oak Hill. 

The site is surrounded by a mix of uses, including residential development to the southwest and 
east, commercial to the north, and religious and fraternal institutions to the southeast. 



The park site is a result of 
parkland dedication from the 
Latitude 37 project residential 
apartments along Babb Court. 
The parkland was deeded to 
the City of San José in 2013. 
The park design and 
improvements will be made 
possible through the Venetian 
Terrace Regional Stormwater 
Capture Project. The site is 
within a 100-year flood plain 
that’s subject to occasional 
flooding from Canoas Creek 
and the Guadalupe River along 

the Curtner offramp. The bioretention area will be situated adjacent to the Curtner offramp and will 
serve to manage stormwater runoff by collecting and treating it before discharging it into the 
Guadalupe River. The bioretention area will occupy about half of the park site and will offer passive 
recreational opportunities, including pathways and interpretive signage. The other half of the park 
site will focus on more active recreation amenities, such as picnic areas, a play area and open 
lawn. 

For more information on the park site, visit the Capital Projects webpage. 

Park Name Suggestions for Consideration in Survey #1 
Below is a list of four staff-suggested name options for consideration in the upcoming Name 
Suggestion (Survey #1) for the future park site at Rinconada Drive. Survey participants will have an 
opportunity to suggest additional names when participating in the Name Suggestion Survey 
(Survey #1). To learn more about the park naming process, visit the Naming New Parks, Trails, and 
community Centers webpage. You can also refer to the Inventory of Eligible Names for ideas. 

Disclaimer: To be considered in a pending survey or public meeting, names must meet the 
eligibility criteria and be submitted by the deadline listed in the survey or at least eight weeks in 
advance of a public meeting. All name suggestions will be reviewed and vetted internally. Only 
qualifying names will be included as an option in public surveys and during public meetings. 
Qualifying names can be received during the public meetings, but will not be able to be considered 
by the community before the meeting. 

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/parks-recreation-neighborhood-services/in-the-works
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HGC2BHY
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HGC2BHY
https://maps.app.goo.gl/ykpmL48hpgTLKmjg7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HGC2BHY
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HGC2BHY
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/parks-recreation-neighborhood-services/general-information/policies-reports/namingprocess
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/127093/639005290978165397


Name Options 

Bill Kee Park (Staff name suggestion) 

Honors Bill Kee (1902-1989), a Chinese American entrepreneur and 
community organizer in San José from 1937-1947.   As a spokesman for 
the San Jose Chinatown community, he led an effort to preserve the 
original 1888 Ng Shing Gung temple as a historic landmark, the last 
remaining building from the Heinlenville Chinatown.   As the first 
Chinese American to be an officer of the San Jose Downtown Better 
Business Bureau, he was a leader in San José’s business community 

managing one of San Jose’s largest downtown department stores. He 

was an active member of the San José Chamber of Commerce, which 
helped bring IBM as the first large company to Silicon Valley. A well-respected business leader, he 
was the first Chinese American member of the San José Rotary Club (1942) and was one of the first 
Chinese Americans to join the Masonic Order Fraternity and the Scottish Rite organization. He 
served as a local director of the YMCA, American Heart Association, and Cancer Society. He was 
also active in Santa Clara’s Chinese community. He chaired a San José Rice Bowl Committee in 

1941 to raise China War Relief funds prior to World War II. 

(Note: The park site is located near the San José Masonic Center and the San José Scottish Rite Center.) 

Wester Sweet Park (Staff name suggestion) 

Honors Wester Sweet (1925-2007), an African American activist, 
lawyer, champion of social justice and equal rights, a US Marine in 
WWII, and cofounder of the African American Community Services 
Agency (AACSA) in San José. Wester Sweet lived and worked in San 
José near 7th Street and Julian Streets. 

https://historysanjose.org/plan-your-visit/history-park/chinese-american-historical-museum-at-the-ng-shing-gung/
https://chcp.org/heinlenville-chinatown
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Hw1S9BcQf9wLiz9v5
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mercurynews/name/wester-sweet-obituary?id=7102790
https://www.sjaacsa.org/leadership
https://www.sjaacsa.org/leadership
https://blacklegendawards.org/


Rinconada Park (Staff name suggestion) 

References the adjoining street, Rinconada Drive. Rinconada is a 
Spanish word generally meaning “corner.” The word “rinconada” 

and “rincon” were referenced in the Spanish and Mexican ranchos 

from the 1800s.   However, it is not clear whether the Rinconada 
drive name has any relation to these ranchos. 

Tulares Park (Staff name suggestion) 

References the historic name of Canoas Creek, “Arroyo de las 

Tulares de las Canoas,” and provides a connection to nearby 

Canoas Park and Canoas Elementary School. The Canoas Creek 
channel is located approximately 1,000 feet to the south of the 
park site. Today, much of Canoas Creek is channelized and serves 
as a tributary to the Guadalupe River. However, historically it was a 
series sloughs and ponds surrounded by freshwater marshes. It’s 

believed that its historic name, “Arroyo de las Tulares de las 

Canoas,” referred to the canoes the Tamien people once used to 
traverse the waterway. 



References and Further Information: 

• The Legacy of My Father, Bill Kee: http://www.dingdingtv.com/?p=45519 

• History of the Ng Shing Gung, Chinese American Historical Museum at the Ng Shing 
Gung: https://historysanjose.org/plan-your-visit/history-park/chinese-american-historical-
museum-at-the-ng-shing-gung/ 

• Bill Kee, “Chinatown, San Jose, USA,” by Connie Young Yu, 1991 (pages 102, 111, 121): 
https://archive.org/details/chinatownsanjose0000yuco/page/110/mode/2up?q=Bill+Kee 

• Portrait of West Sweet, Image from Black Legends Awards (Silicon Valley): 
https://blacklegendawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Wester-Sweet.png 

• Wester Sweet Obituary - 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mercurynews/name/wester-sweet-
obituary?id=7102790 

• Congress on Racial Equtiy (CORE) Santa Clara County chapter – Wester Sweet, Western 
Regional Representative (document from 1961) 
https://www.crmvet.org/docs/nor/611100_core_sanjose.pdf 

• Find a Grave - https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/72887502/wester-c_-
sweet#:~:text=he%20had%20witnessed.-,He%20felt%20he%20had%20a%20Civic%20resp 
onsibility%20to%20change%20those,Arrangements%20by%20Chapel%20of%20Flowers. 

• Watching Our Watersheds (WOW) Historic Santa Clara Valley, Santa Clara Valley 
Water: 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=7ca58d914afe456fac2a1920a 
7c66149 

• Western Santa Clara Valley Historical Ecology Study: 
https://www.sfei.org/scvheproject 

• Historical Atlas of Santa Clara County (Thompson & West, 1876) (page 33): 
https://archive.org/details/1876-historical-atlas-
santaclaracounty/1876_historical_atlas_santaclaracounty_p036-37.jpg 

http://www.dingdingtv.com/?p=45519
https://historysanjose.org/plan-your-visit/history-park/chinese-american-historical-museum-at-the-ng-shing-gung/
https://historysanjose.org/plan-your-visit/history-park/chinese-american-historical-museum-at-the-ng-shing-gung/
https://archive.org/details/chinatownsanjose0000yuco/page/110/mode/2up?q=Bill+Kee
https://blacklegendawards.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Wester-Sweet.png
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mercurynews/name/wester-sweet-obituary?id=7102790
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mercurynews/name/wester-sweet-obituary?id=7102790
https://www.crmvet.org/docs/nor/611100_core_sanjose.pdf
https://www.crmvet.org/docs/nor/611100_core_sanjose.pdf
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/72887502/wester-c_-sweet#:~:text=he%20had%20witnessed.-,He%20felt%20he%20had%20a%20Civic%20responsibility%20to%20change%20those,Arrangements%20by%20Chapel%20of%20Flowers
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/72887502/wester-c_-sweet#:~:text=he%20had%20witnessed.-,He%20felt%20he%20had%20a%20Civic%20responsibility%20to%20change%20those,Arrangements%20by%20Chapel%20of%20Flowers
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/72887502/wester-c_-sweet#:~:text=he%20had%20witnessed.-,He%20felt%20he%20had%20a%20Civic%20responsibility%20to%20change%20those,Arrangements%20by%20Chapel%20of%20Flowers
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=7ca58d914afe456fac2a1920a7c66149
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=7ca58d914afe456fac2a1920a7c66149
https://www.sfei.org/scvheproject
https://archive.org/details/1876-historical-atlas-santaclaracounty/1876_historical_atlas_santaclaracounty_p036-37.jpg
https://archive.org/details/1876-historical-atlas-santaclaracounty/1876_historical_atlas_santaclaracounty_p036-37.jpg


• 1887 Arroyo Canoas Tulares map, Historic Map & Atlas Collection, SJPL California 
Room Collections: 
https://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/digital/collection/sjplmaps/id/291 

• Historic Vegetation and Drainage Patterns of Western Santa Clara Valley: A technical 
memorandum describing landscape ecology in Lower Peninsula, West Valley, and 
Guadalupe Watershed Management Areas, San Francisco Estuary Institute: 
https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of_Western_SantaCl 
araValley_SFEI_111910.pdf 

• Dairy Hill, “The Tamien,” HistorySJ: https://historysanjose.org/exhibits-activities/online-
exhibits/dairy-hill-san-jose-california/ 

• Middle and Upper Guadalupe Watershed, City of San José Environmental Services, Our 
Creeks, Rivers & Bay: 
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/1236/636618313748300000 

https://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/digital/collection/sjplmaps/id/291
https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of_Western_SantaClaraValley_SFEI_111910.pdf
https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of_Western_SantaClaraValley_SFEI_111910.pdf
https://historysanjose.org/exhibits-activities/online-exhibits/dairy-hill-san-jose-california/
https://historysanjose.org/exhibits-activities/online-exhibits/dairy-hill-san-jose-california/
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/1236/636618313748300000
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