Historical Context of the Park Site at Rinconada Drive
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New Park Site at Rinconada Drive

This story map provides a historical context for the naming of a future public park site in Council
District 9 in San José, California.

About the Project Site:

The 1.2-acre undeveloped
park site is situated within
the northern edge of the
South San José
neighborhood within Council
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District 9. The park site lies
at the northeastern terminus
of Rinconada Drive in a
pocket neighborhood
bounded by Curtner Avenue
to the north, Almaden
Expressway to the west, the
Canoas Creek channel to the
south, and Highway 87 to the east. The neighborhood lies at the western base of the San Juan
Bautista Hills, a small group of hills rising from the flat valley floor, named for Saint John the Baptist
by the Spanish in the 1770s. The range also encompasses Communications Hill, as well as Dairy
Hill and Oak Hill.

The site is surrounded by a mix of uses, including residential development to the southwest and
east, commercial to the north, and religious and fraternal institutions to the southeast.
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The park site is a result of

parkland dedication from the
Latitude 37 project residential
apartments along Babb Court.
The parkland was deeded to
the City of San José in 2013.
The park design and
improvements will be made
possible through the Venetian
Terrace Regional Stormwater
Capture Project. The site is
within a 100-year flood plain
that’s subject to occasional
flooding from Canoas Creek
and the Guadalupe River along
the Curtner offramp. The bioretention area will be situated adjacent to the Curtner offramp and will
serve to manage stormwater runoff by collecting and treating it before discharging it into the
Guadalupe River. The bioretention area will occupy about half of the park site and will offer passive
recreational opportunities, including pathways and interpretive sighage. The other half of the park

site will focus on more active recreation amenities, such as picnic areas, a play area and open
lawn.

For more information on the park site, visit the Capital Projects webpage.

|
Park Name Suggestions for Consideration in Survey #2

Below is a list of five name options for ranking in the upcoming Ranked Choice Naming Survey
(Survey #2) for the future park site at Rinconada Drive. Survey participants will have an
opportunity to rank name options in the order of their preference.

What Happens After the Survey? After Survey #2 closes, staff will analyze the results. Staff uses
the survey results, community ideas, and department rules to recommend a name for adoption.
To learn more about the park naming process, visit the Naming New Parks, Trails, and community
Centers webpage.

Disclaimer: To be considered in a pending survey or public meeting, names must meet the
eligibility criteria and be submitted by the deadline listed in the survey or at least eight weeks in
advance of a public meeting. All name suggestions will be reviewed and vetted internally. Only
qualifying names will be included as an option in public surveys and during public meetings.
Qualifying names can be received during the public meetings, but will not be able to be considered
by the community before the meeting.


https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/127325/639015674236870000
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/parks-recreation-neighborhood-services/in-the-works
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9XDNKJB
https://maps.app.goo.gl/ykpmL48hpgTLKmjg7
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/parks-recreation-neighborhood-services/general-information/policies-reports/namingprocess

Bill Kee Park

(Staff name suggestion)

Honors Bill Kee (1902-1989), a successful Chinese American

businessman, business leader, and community organizer in San José
from 1939-1947. Bill Kee helped lead an effort to preserve the original
1888 Ng Shing Gung temple, the last remaining building from the
Heinlenville Chinatown. He was a San José business leader during a

period of anti-Chinese discrimination. He spent his career managing
the popular National Dollar Store, one of the only Chinese owned and

managed department stores at that time. Bill Kee was also actively
involved in the business community, most notably, the San José Better

Business Bureau, the San José Chamber of Commerce, and the San José Rotary Club.

Wester Sweet Park (Staff name suggestion)

Honors Wester Sweet (1925-2007), an African American activist,
lawyer, champion of social justice and equalrights, a US Marine in
WWII, and cofounder of the African American Community Services
Agency (AACSA) in San José. Shortly after passing the barin 1957, he
moved to San José and opened up his law practice. He held a

leadership position in the Congress of Racial Equality where he battled
for fair housing and fought against local establishments that
discriminated against African Americans. He partnered with Latinos
and Filipinos in the struggle for civil rights. Inthe 1960s, he served as

the legal counsel for the Community Services Organization (CSO), a Latino group formed to protect
civil rights and foster political and civic engagement. Wester Sweet was also known for his

generosity, most notably for providing extensive pro bono legal services to clients unable to afford
legal fees. Wester Sweet lived and worked in San José near 7" Street and Julian Streets.



https://database.asianweek.com/paperPage?date=1989-04-21&page=31&esId=UbZPxXwB8Q5arktDsXvW
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.sjezp01.sjlibrary.org/apps/news/openurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-2004&rft_id=info%3Asid/infoweb.newsbank.com&svc_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=B13A5A6709514258AB293ABD5F8E41EA&rft_val_format=info%3Aofi/fmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=document_id%3Aimage%252Fv2%253A1126156B6E3010F0%2540EANX-NB-18104276B03EC823%25402431948-180FE31149253A6E%25408-180FE31149253A6E%2540/hlterms%3A%2522Who%2520Owns%2520the%2520Joss%2520House%2522
https://historysanjose.org/plan-your-visit/history-park/chinese-american-historical-museum-at-the-ng-shing-gung/
https://chcp.org/heinlenville-chinatown
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mercurynews/name/wester-sweet-obituary?id=7102790
https://www.sjaacsa.org/leadership
https://www.sjaacsa.org/leadership
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.sjezp01.sjlibrary.org/apps/news/openurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-2004&rft_id=info%3Asid/infoweb.newsbank.com&svc_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=B13A5A6709514258AB293ABD5F8E41EA&rft_val_format=info%3Aofi/fmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=document_id%3Anews%252F11706C8220F27E78
https://exhibits.sjsu.edu/s/b4sv/item/3436
https://blacklegendawards.org/

Curtner Park

(Suggestion Received from Survey #1)

References the nearby street, Curtner Avenue. Curtner Avenue
appears to primarily be named for Henry Curtner (1831-1917) and
Lucy Latham Curtner (1839-1926). Most historical documents
focus on Henry Curtner, a rancher, an enterprising early pioneer,

major landowner, and philanthropist who was primarily influential

in Warm Springs (Fremont) and Milpitas, as well as in San José.
Curtner purchased a portion of A Mexican Rancho, which included
the Higuera Adobe in present-day Milpitas and later built the
Curtner Mansion in present-day Fremont. The Curtner family name

is already memorialized by an elementary school in Milpitas and

two street names (Curtner Avenue in San José near the park site and Curtner Drive in Milpitas).

Rinconada Park

(Staff name suggestion)

References the adjoining street, Rinconada Drive. Rinconada Drive
will serve as the primary entrance to the park site. Rinconada is a
Spanish word with multiple meanings. In general, the word

means "an incoming angle formed at the intersection” of two
buildings or streets. In a geographical context, it means “the land
between two mountain branches.”

(Staff name suggestion)

References the historic name of Canoas Creek, “Arroyo de las
Tulares de las Canoas,” and provides a connection to nearby
Canoas Creek, Canoas Park, and Canoas Elementary School. The
Canoas Creek channelis located approximately 1,000 feet south of
the park site. Today, much of Canoas Creek is channelized and
now serves as a tributary to the Guadalupe River. However,
historically it was a series sloughs and ponds surrounded by
freshwater marshes. ”Tulares” refers to the tule plants that grew in

the marshes along the creek and were presumably used for

building canoes that indigenous people likely once used to traverse

the waterways. Tule plants, also known as hardstem bulrush (Schoenoplectus actus), are a tall,



https://milpitashistoricalsociety.org/1830-1917-henry-curtner-3/
https://infoweb-newsbank-com.sjezp01.sjlibrary.org/apps/news/openurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-2004&rft_id=info%3Asid/infoweb.newsbank.com&svc_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=B13A5A6709514258AB293ABD5F8E41EA&rft_val_format=info%3Aofi/fmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=document_id%3Aimage%252Fv2%253A1126156B6E3010F0%2540EANX-NB-180B7ED1D9D36588%25402424742-1808BFA75550E31C%25409-1808BFA75550E31C%2540/hlterms%3A%2522Lucy%2520Latham%2520Curtner%2522
https://goldennuggetlibrary.sfgenealogy.org/scbcurt.htm
https://goldennuggetlibrary.sfgenealogy.org/scbcurt.htm
https://milpitashistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/1830-1917-Henry-Curtner.pdf
https://milpitashistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/1830-1917-Henry-Curtner.pdf
https://museumoflocalhistory.org/wordpress2/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Rancho-Higuera5-Final_201310011520454745.pdf#:~:text=in%201836%20the%20lands,Mission%20san%20Jose%2C
https://museumoflocalhistory.org/tri-city-towns-then-and-now/then-and-now-warm-springs/
https://curtner.musd.org/68681_2
https://maps.app.goo.gl/xNgt9hbxfRTNgkVz5
https://maps.app.goo.gl/dSw1kf2EQa8ZJkANA
https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/555400/what-is-the-english-word-for-rinconada
https://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/digital/collection/sjplmaps/id/291
https://archive.org/details/1876-historical-atlas-santaclaracounty/1876_historical_atlas_santaclaracounty_p036-37.jpg
https://archive.org/details/1876-historical-atlas-santaclaracounty/1876_historical_atlas_santaclaracounty_p036-37.jpg
https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of_Western_SantaClaraValley_SFEI_111910.pdf
https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of_Western_SantaClaraValley_SFEI_111910.pdf
https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of_Western_SantaClaraValley_SFEI_111910.pdf
https://calscape.org/Schoenoplectus-acutus-(Hardstem-Bulrush)

perennial sedge native to freshwater marshes across North American. Fresh water marshes and

wet meadows surrounded the park site and the creek prior to the arrival of pioneer settlers in the
valley in the 1850s. Tule plants were once abundant in these ecological zones. The annotated
image below shows the historical ecology of the area around the creek and park site prior to
European settlement.

Curtner Ave

Oak Savanna / Grassland

. Valley Freshwater Marsh

. Perennial Freshwater Pond :"

(Image source: Annotated screenshot of the park site and surroundings taken from Valley Water’s “Watching Our
Watersheds (WOW) Historic Santa Clara Valley, Santa Clara Valley Water”
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJlournal/index.html?appid=7ca58d914afed456fac2a1920a7c66149)



https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of_Western_SantaClaraValley_SFEI_111910.pdf
https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of_Western_SantaClaraValley_SFEI_111910.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=7ca58d914afe456fac2a1920a7c66149
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=7ca58d914afe456fac2a1920a7c66149
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Wester Sweet Obituary -
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mercurynews/name/wester-sweet-
obituary?id=7102790

Wester Sweet - “In a Leader’s Steps — S.J. TRAILBLAZER WESTER - Mercury News, The (San
Jose, CA) - January 16, 2006 — Page 1A: https://infoweb-newsbank-
com.sjezp01.sjlibrary.org/apps/news/openurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-
2004&rft_id=info%3Asid/infoweb.newsbank.com&svc_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=B13A5A670
9514258AB293ABD5F8E41EA&rft_val_format=info%3Aofi/fmt%3Akev%3Amitx%3Actx&rft_d
at=document_id%3Anews%252F10F3833C8F4CDG6FO0

Wester Sweet - “ACTIVIST, LAWYER WAS A FRIEND TO ALL — Mercury News, The (San Jose,
CA) - January 31, 2007 — Page 1A: https://infoweb-newsbank-
com.sjezp01.sjlibrary.org/apps/news/openurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-
2004&rft_id=info%3Asid/infoweb.newsbank.com&svc_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=B13A5A670
9514258AB293ABD5F8E41EA&rft_val format=info%3Aofi/fmt%3Akev%3Amitx%3Actx&rft_d
at=document_id%3Anews%252F10F3833C8F4CD6F0

Portrait of Henry Curtner, Milpitas Historical Society, (1830-1917) Henry Curtner, “Notable
People of Milpitas & Warm Springs: https://milpitashistoricalsociety.org/1830-1917-henry-
curtner-3/

Henry Curtner, Santa Clara County Biographies, Santa clara Biography Golden Nugget
library: https://goldennuggetlibrary.sfgenealogy.org/scbcurt.htm

Henry Curtner, The Curtner, the Silva and the Goularte Families, Rancho Higuera Historical
Park: https://museumoflocalhistory.org/wordpress2/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Rancho-
Higuerab-
Final_201310011520454745.pdf#:~:text=in%201836%20the%20lands,Mission%20san%20)J
0se%2C

Henry Curtner, Notable People — Henry Curtner: Rags to Riches, A Hoosier Comes West in
1852, Milpitas Historical Society: https://milpitashistoricalsociety.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/1830-1917-Henry-Curtner.pdf

History of Curtner, Curtner Elementary School —-Who We Are:
https://curtner.musd.org/68681_2

Curtner Mansion, Then and Now: Warm Springs, Washingotn Township Museum of Lcoal
History: https://museumoflocalhistory.org/tri-city-towns-then-and-now/then-and-now-

warm-springs/
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Lucy Latham Curtner Obituary, “Last Rites Held for Mrs. Curtner, Prominent San José
Pioneer is Laid to Rest in Oak Hill Cemetery,” San José Mercury Herald, Saturday, August 14,
1926, page 10: https://infoweb-newsbank-
com.sjezpO01.sjlibrary.org/apps/news/openurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-

2004 &rft_id=info%3Asid/infoweb.newsbank.com&svc_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=B13A5A670
9514258AB293ABD5F8E41EA&rft_val_format=info%3Aofi/fmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_d
at=document_id%3Aimage%252Fv2%253A1126156B6E3010F0%2540EANX-NB-
180B7ED1D9D36588%25402424742-1808BFA75550E31C%25409-
1808BFA75550E31C%2540/hlterms%3A%25221Lucy%2520Latham%2520Curtner%2522

Canoas Creek, “The Creek that Was a Marsh,” Watching Our Watersheds (WOW)
Historic Santa Clara Valley, Santa Clara Valley Water:
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/Maplournal/index.html?appid=7ca58d914afe456fac2a1920a

7¢c66149

Western Santa Clara Valley Historical Ecology Study:
https://www.sfei.org/scvheproject

Rinconada, meaning — English Language & Usage:
https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/555400/what-is-the-english-word-for-

rinconada

Historical Atlas of Santa Clara County (Thompson & West, 1876) (page 33):
https://archive.org/details/1876-historical-atlas-
santaclaracounty/1876_historical_atlas_santaclaracounty _p036-37.jpg

1887 Arroyo Canoas Tulares map, Historic Map & Atlas Collection, SJPL California
Room Collections:
https://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/digital/collection/sjplmaps/id/291

Historic Vegetation and Drainage Patterns of Western Santa Clara Valley: A technical
memorandum describing landscape ecology in Lower Peninsula, West Valley, and
Guadalupe Watershed Management Areas, San Francisco Estuary Institute:
https://www.sfei.org/sites/default/files/biblio_files/HistoricalEcology_of Western_SantaCl
araValley_SFEI_111910.pdf

Tule Plants - Hardstem Bulrush (Schoenopletus acutus) -
https://calscape.org/Schoenoplectus-acutus-(Hardstem-Bulrush)

“El Arroyo Tulares de los Canoas,” David L. Durham, “California Geographic Names,”
December 31, 1998, referenced in U.S. Geological Survey, Summary Report, “Canoas
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Creek” - https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names/254700

Dairy Hill, “The Tamien,” HistorySJ: https://historysanjose.org/plan-your-visit/exhibits-
activities/online-exhibits/dairy-hill-san-jose-california/

Middle and Upper Guadalupe Watershed, City of San José Environmental Services, Our
Creeks, Rivers & Bay:
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/1236/636618313748300000
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