
 City of San José 
 Executive Committee Meeting 

of the Arts Commission 
 

   
Meeting Minutes 

     November 3, 2025 

I. Call to Order & Orders of the Day 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Borca called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. with a land acknowledgement.  

 
Roll Call 
 
PRESENT: Committee Members De Anna Mirzadegan, Jonathan Borca, Shelby 

Taketa, and Janett Peace. 
 
ABSENT:   Manjiri Yeravadekar (Excused Absence) 
 
STAFF:  Director of Cultural Affairs Kerry Adams Hapner, Sr. Arts Program 

Manager Danielle Siembieda, and Arts Program Coordinator Tina Iv. 

II. Consent Calendar 
A. Approval of the Meeting Minutes for the regular meeting on August 4, 2025. 

 
Action: Upon a motion by Commissioner Taketa, seconded by Commissioner Peace, 
the minutes for the regular meeting on August 4, 2025, were approved. (4-0-1). 
(Commissioner Yeravadekar was absent).  
 
Chair Borca had two minor edits to the meeting minutes. The date for Item II should 
state May 5, 2025, and under Item IV the Arts Commission workplan should be FY 
2026-2027.  

 
B. Public Record  

There was no public record on file.  

III. Reports and Information Only 
A. Announcements 

The Committee had no announcements to share on the floor.  
 

B. Chair’s report 
Chair Borca shared that the ad hoc committee is working on developing on the 
onboarding process for new Arts Commissioners. He asked the Committee to email 
the ad hoc committee if they have any suggestions or ideas to include for the 
onboarding process.  

 
C. Director’s Report  

Director of Cultural Affairs Kerry Adams Hapner thanked the Commission who 
participated in this year’s Cornerstone of the Arts Awards. She shared that 
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Japantown has applied for the cultural district designation through California Arts 
Council. They have advanced to the semi-final round. The Momotaro statue has 
been stolen in San Jose. The statue was a gift from Okayama, San Jose’s sister city 
in Japan. Anyone with information about the recent theft or the statue’s whereabouts 
can call the Police Department’s non-emergency line. On November 7, an art 
exhibition reception will showcase projects developed over the past year by the 2025 
Creative Ambassadors. The event will take place at the Citadel Art Studios starting 
at 5:00 pm. The Grateful Dead will be celebrating its 60th anniversary of its first 
concert and will be having a dedication for its historic site plaque installed at City 
Hall.  The dedication will take place on December 4, 2025.  

IV.  Business 
A. Review and accept the panel’s recommendation for the following three 2026 Creative 

Ambassadorship: Los Panderos collective, Jorge Camacho, and Tricia Creason-
Valencia.  
 
Sr. Arts Program Coordinator Danielle Siembieda presented a verbal report from the 
memo. She was available for questions and comments from the Committee.  
 
Action: Upon a motion by Commissioner Peace, seconded by Commissioner Mirzadegan, 
the recommendation to review and accept the panel’s recommendation for the following 
three 2026 Creative Ambassadorship: Los Panderos collective, Jorge Camacho, and 
Tricia Creason-Valencia was approved. (4-0-1). (Commissioner Yeravadekar was 
absent). 
 
Committee discussion ensued.  
 

B. Debrief: Cornerstone of the Arts Awards 
The Committee provided their feedback on this year’s Cornerstone of the Arts Awards.  
 

C. Discussion: Arts Commission Retreat  
The Committee discussed potential locations and possible topics for the retreat. They 
also discussed about having a facilitator for the retreat. Chair of the Arts Commission 
Shelby Taketa will reach out to the full Commission for suggestions at the next meeting 
on November 17th.  
 

D. Review draft Arts Commission Regular Meeting Agenda 
The Committee reviewed and had made modifications to the Arts Commission regular 
meeting agenda.  

 
E. Review Arts Commission Agenda Planner for remaining FY 2025-2026 meetings, 

including scheduled presentations. 
The Committee reviewed and made modifications to the FY 2025-2026 meetings, 
including presentations.  

V.       Meeting Schedule and Agenda Items  
No meetings in December 2026 and January 2026. The next meeting will take place in 
person and virtually on Zoom on February 3, 2026.   
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VI.       Public Comment 
      There were no public comments made on the floor.  

VII.      Adjournment 
       Committee Chair Borca adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

_______________________________ 
                                                                                              JONATHAN BORCA, CHAIR 
ATTEST:  
ARTS COMMISSION SECRETARY  
 
_______________________________________ 
TINA IV, ARTS PROGRAM COORDINATOR  
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