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October 2, 2025 
 
Attn: Desiree Dei Rossi 
David J. Powers & Associates, Inc. 
1736 Franklin, Suite 400 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Subject: Biological Resources Assessment (Feb 2020) applicability for Second Harvest Support 
Site Project  
 
 
Dear Desiree, 
 
This letter is intended to demonstrate the validity of the Alviso Hotel Biological Resources 
Assessment (BRA, WRA, 2020) for the newly proposed Second Harvest Support Site Project 
located at 4553 North First Street, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California. The BRA was 
originally developed as an assessment for the proposed Alviso Hotel development; however, the 
site will now be developed as a support site for Second Harvest of Silicon Valley (a local food 
bank). Though the site will now be utilized by a different entity and for a different purpose, the 
final development footprint and usage as a commercial establishment are congruent with what 
was previously analyzed and do not change the results of the 2020 assessment. Therefore, the 
2020 BRA’s findings and conclusions remain applicable to the Second Harvest project. Additional 
details regarding this determination are discussed below.   
 
The 2020 BRA assesses the potential for sensitive biological communities and habitat for 
special-status species to be present at the site. It also reviews relevant local policies and 
regulations, including the City of San Jose Ordinances and Policies, and the Santa Clara Valley 
Habitat Plan. The BRA concludes that the site supports wetlands and non-wetland waters along 
with the potential for two special-status plant species (Congdon’s tarplant [Centromadia parryi 
ssp. Congdonii] and San Joaquin spearscale [Extriplex joaquinana]), burrowing owl (Athene 
cunicularia), and nesting birds. Based on the evaluation of the Alviso Hotel development, 
mitigation measures were established to reduce potential impacts to a less than significant level.  
 
The Alviso Hotel project proposed the construction of a 108,702 square foot, five-story building, a 
surface parking lot, and an adjacent three-story parking garage. The entirety of the site was to 
be graded for stormwater management and hotel development. The now proposed Second 
Harvest development entails an approximately 3,200 square foot single-story maintenance 
building, an approximately 6,420 square foot single-story recycling enclosure, a parking area 
with thirty EV truck charging stalls, and ten trailer-truck storage stalls. Solar canopies will be 
installed on the maintenance building, the recycling enclosure, and above all parking. All 
elements of the Second Harvest development are fully contained within the same footprint as 
was proposed for the Alviso Hotel. Additionally, with the building heights for Second Harvest 
being lower than that proposed for the hotel and the total number of exterior glazing elements 
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(e.g., windows) being substantially reduced, the potential for biological impact to birds via 
collisions with the development is further reduced. 
 
Project plans dated September 5, 2025, show that the Maintenance Facility is the only fully 
enclosed structure proposed, with the majority of its exterior being opaque. Areas not opaque 
include portions of the garage-style door and the pedestrian passage doors (each with an inset 
window panel). However, in aggregate these elements only compose a small percentage of the 
building’s total exterior surface area and do not represent a notable collision risk. Other 
structures proposed on the site do not appear to be fully enclosed. The respective exteriors of the 
Dumpster Enclosure and Recycling building are solid and opaque, or open (no solid surface), and 
do not pose a collision risk. 
 
As designed the Second Harvest Support Site project does not increase the potential for 
biological impacts, but rather results in a reduction of this potential relative to what was 
originally assessed for the Alviso Hotel project. Furthermore, WRA visited adjacent parcels in 
March 2025, and photographs taken there incidentally captured the subject parcel. Based on a 
review of these photos site conditions were determined to not introduce any new potential 
impacts that would be considered under the biological resources section of the CEQA checklist. 
As such, all mitigation measures included in the 2020 remain relevant and applicable to the 
Second Harvest project except for Mitigation Measure BIO MM-6.1: Bird-safe building design. As 
per the San Jose Downtown Design Guidelines (specifically referenced in BIO MM-6.1), bird safe 
treatment is required on facades within 300 feet of a riparian corridor if 1) the facade(s) features 
50% or higher glazed surfaces, or 2) there is glazing within 15 feet of a green roof, and/or 3) there 
are parallel planes of glaze within 30 feet of each other. The proposed Second Harvest structures 
no longer meet any of these criteria and thus BIO MM-6.1 is no longer applicable. 
 
In summary, current site conditions do not introduce any new potential biological impacts as the 
proposed Second Harvest development maintains the same footprint as the Alviso Hotel and the 
proposed project results in an overall reduction in the potential for biological impacts. Therefore, 
the 2020 BRA for the Alviso Hotel Project remains applicable for use in assessing potential 
biological impacts for the Second Harvest project.  
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Bianca Clarke  
Senior Associate Regulatory Permitting Specialist 
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