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July 8, 2025 
 
Raymond Huynh 
Project Management Advisors, Inc. 
1 Tower Place, Suite 200 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
 
Subject:  Second Harvest Expansion – Nesting Bird and Burrowing Owl Survey Pre-Activity Survey Report 
 (HTH #3382-09) 
 
Dear Raymond Huynh: 
 
Per your request, H. T. Harvey & Associates has conducted a pre-activity survey for burrowing owls (Athene 
cunicularia) and other nesting birds on the undeveloped property located directly south of the Second Harvest 
warehouse site located at 4553 and 4653 North First Street in San José, California. It is our understanding that 
clearing and grubbing on the property will occur this week, and that the City of San José requires pre-activity 
surveys for nesting birds and burrowing owls to be completed prior to the start of work in accordance with 
Conditions 1 and 15 of the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan, respectively. The purpose of our surveys was to 
determine whether burrowing owls and other nesting birds are currently present on or immediately adjacent to 
the property for purposes of pre-activity clearance.  

Survey Methods 

Per the requirements of Condition 15, H. T. Harvey & Associates ornithologists Jazmine Jensen, B.A., and 
Zachary Hampson, B.A., conducted pre-activity surveys for burrowing owls on the property on June 27 and 
July 8, 2025, respectively. Jazmine and Zachary are ornithologists with B.A.s in Environmental Studies from 
the University of California Santa Cruz. They have extensive experience conducting surveys for burrowing 
owls, and have observed dozens of individual burrowing owls in the field including nesting pairs, chicks, and 
individual roosting, wintering, and foraging owls. They have observed active owl burrows with signs of owl use, 
and has spent many hours in the field monitoring the behavior of nesting burrowing owls. In addition, they 
have conducted thousands of hours of nesting bird surveys in support of numerous H. T. Harvey & Associates 
projects in the San Francisco Bay area. Therefore, they are well qualified to conduct these surveys. 

To maximize the probability of detecting owls, the surveys were conducted from one hour before sunrise to 
two hours after sunrise. The ornithologists walked the property and, as access allowed, all suitable habitat within 
250 feet looking for burrowing owls, burrows, and evidence of recent owl occupation at burrows (e.g., 
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whitewash, pellets, feathers, and/or prey remains). Where access was not possible, they scanned areas within 
250 feet of the property with binoculars searching for owls and suitable owl habitat.  
 
Concurrently with the survey for burrowing owls on July 8, Zachary walked the entirety of the property 
searching for active nests (i.e., nests with eggs or young) of birds protected by applicable statutes (i.e., the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code) by looking for nests, birds carrying materials 
or food, distraction displays, and other physical or behavioral evidence of nesting. In addition, he searched 
within 300 feet of the property for active nests of raptors (e.g., hawks, owls, and falcons) and within 100 feet 
of the property for active nests of other birds, as access allowed. These distances are equivalent to the typical 
non-disturbance buffers that we recommend around active nests of these species to avoid disturbing the nesting 
birds. 

Survey Results 

No burrowing owls or evidence of recent owl occupation at burrows were detected on or within 250 feet of 
the property during the surveys. Additionally, no suitable burrows of California ground squirrels (Otospermophilus 
beecheyi) were detected within the survey area to provide potential nesting or roosting sites for burrowing owls.  
 
No active nests of other protected birds were detected during the survey.  
 
Per Condition 15, the burrowing owl survey results are valid for 48 hours (i.e., until July 10, 2025). It is our 
understanding that work activities will be initiated this week; if that schedule is met, no additional surveys for 
nesting birds are necessary, in our opinion.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at rcarle@harveyecology.com 
or (408) 677-8737 with any questions you may have. Thank you for contacting H. T. Harvey & Associates 
regarding this opportunity. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robin Carle, M.S. 
Principal Wildlife Ecologist 
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