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November 24, 2025 
 
Noland Granberry 
Second Harvest of Silicon Valley 
4001 North First Street 
San José, CA 95134 
 
Subject: 4553 North First Street – Rare Plant Survey Report (HTH #3382-10) 
 
Dear Noland Granberry: 
 
Per your request, H. T. Harvey & Associates has completed a focused presence/absence survey for Congdon’s 
tarplant (Centromadia parryi ssp. congdonii) and San Joaquin spearscale (Atriplex joaquiniana) at the approximately 
7-acre project site located behind 4553 North First Street in San José, California (Assessor’s Parcel Number 
015-48-006). It is our understanding that Second Harvest is planning to construct a solar and maintenance 
facility at this location. We further understand that Mitigation Measure BIO-1 in the project’s California 
Environmental Quality Act document requires protocol surveys for Congdon’s tarplant and San Joaquin 
spearscale prior to site disturbance. The purpose of our survey was to determine if either of these species is 
present in areas where they may be disturbed by construction activities on the project site. 

Methods 

H. T. Harvey & Associates botanist Vanessa Morales, B.S., conducted a focused, appropriately timed 
presence/absence survey for Congdon’s tarplant and San Joaquin spearscale on the project site on September 
29, 2025, during the blooming period of the target species. The survey included a single protocol-level survey 
effort and timing in compliance with the meaning and intent of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 during the 
documented bloom period for Congdon’s tarplant and San Joaquin spearscale. The survey methodology was 
consistent with special-status plant survey methods established by the California Native Plant Society and 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife1, which require that the surveys be floristic in nature (i.e., that all 
plant species observed during the survey are identified to species or the taxonomic level required to determine 
whether a plant is special-status or not). The survey effort did not include multiple surveys that would be 
necessary to identify rare plants with spring or early summer blooming periods, however, all such regionally 
occurring rare plant species that bloom at these times were already considered to be absent due to lack of 
suitable habitat or other factors per the CEQA analysis, a determination that H. T. Harvey botanists agreed 

 
1 California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2018. Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special-Status 
Native Plant Populations and Natural Communities. California Natural Resources Agency. Sacramento, California 
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with upon surveying the site for the two target species. During the survey, Vanessa walked meandering transects 
throughout the entirety of the project site as well as a 50-foot surrounding buffer. 

Results 

No individuals of Congdon’s tarplant or San Joaquin spearscale were observed during the survey, and no 
additional special-status plant species were detected. Therefore, Congdon’s tarplant and San Joaquin spearscale 
are determined to be absent from the project site. It is H. T. Harvey & Associates’ opinion that these results 
are valid for at least 3 years. Per the California Department of Fish and Wildlife survey protocol, a list of plant 
species encountered during the survey is attached as Table 1. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at ehull@harveyecology.com or (408) 458-3221 if you have any questions about 
our survey results. Thanks very much for continuing to involve H. T. Harvey & Associates in this project.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elisha Hull, Ph.D. 
Senior Associate Wildlife Ecologist/Project Manager 
 
Attachment: Table 1. Plant Species Observed in the Survey Area 
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Table 1. Plant Species Observed in the Survey Area 

Family  Common Name Species Name 

APOCYNACEAE – DOGBANE FAMILY common oleander Nerium oleander* 

ASTERACEAE – SUNFLOWER FAMILY western goldenrod Euthamia occidentalis 

 bristly ox-tongue Helminthotheca echioides* 

 fleshy jaumea Jaumea carnosa 

 prickly lettuce Lactuca serriola* 

 milk thistle Silybum marianum* 

 Chilean American-aster Symphyotrichum chilense 

BRASSICACEAE – MUSTARD FAMILY grayish shortpod mustard Hirschfeldia incana* 

 heart-podded hoary cress Lepidium draba* 

 wild radish Raphanus sativus* 

CHENOPODIACEAE – GOOSEFOOT FAMILY fat-hen Atriplex prostrata* 

 sea beet Beta vulgaris ssp. maritima* 

 Pacific pickleweed Salicornia pacifica 

 Russian thistle Salsola tragus* 

CONVOLVULACEAE – MORNING–GLORY 
FAMILY field bindweed Convolvulus arvensis* 

DIPSACACEAE – TEASEL FAMILY Fuller's teasel Dipsacus sativus* 

FAGACEAE – OAK FAMILY coast live oak Quercus agrifolia  

FRANKENIACEAE – FRANKENIA FAMILY alkali heath Frankenia salina 

HELIOTROPIACEAE – HELIOTROPE FAMILY seaside heliotrope 
Heliotropium curassavicum var. 
oculatum 

MALVACEAE – MALLOW FAMILY cheeseweed Malva parviflora* 

 alkali-mallow Malvella leprosa 

MORACEAE – MULBERRY FAMILY fig Ficus sp.* 

ONAGRACEAE – EVENING PRIMROSE 
FAMILY short-fruited willowherb Epilobium brachycarpum 

POLYGONACEAE – BUCKWHEAT FAMILY knotweed Polygonum aviculare* 

 curly dock Rumex crispus* 

RUBIACEAE – COFFEE FAMILY goose grass Galium aparine 

SOLANACEAE – NIGHTSHADE FAMILY tree tobacco Nicotiana glauca* 

ARECACEAE – PALM FAMILY Mexican fan palm Washingtonia robusta* 

POACEAE – GRASS FAMILY wild oat Avena fatua* 

 salt grass Distichlis spicata 

 Harding grass Phalaris aquatica* 

 annual beard grass Polypogon monspeliensis* 

 smilo grass Stipa miliacea var. miliacea* 
*Nonnative 
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