
Climate Smart
San José

A People-Centered Plan for a Low-Carbon City

Climate Smart San José is the City’s plan to reduce climate
pollution and improve quality of life. Adopted in 2018, it
introduced Good Life 2.0, the idea that climate action can
also improve daily life through cleaner air, safer streets, and a
stronger local economy.

This 2025 update reflects the City’s progress, lessons learned,
and updated priorities as San José accelerates climate
pollution reductions this decade. 

What’s New in the 2025 Update 

This update refines the Climate Smart plan to reflect City Council-approved actions
and the latest data, while keeping the City’s long-term climate goals unchanged.
Key updates include: 

Incorporates the Pathway to Carbon Neutrality by 2030 and the Natural and
Working Lands Element
Updated metrics and milestones, focused on the most impactful actions

Priority Climate Actions 

Guided by the Pathway, this update focuses on four strategies that drive most
communitywide emissions:

Transition to zero-emission vehicles 
Reduce vehicle miles traveled by supporting walking, biking, transit, and
compact growth 
Power the city with 100 percent carbon-neutral electricity 
Electrify and improve buildings, with a focus on existing homes and commercial
buildings 

These strategies target the largest sources of emissions.

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/93082/638866341286700000
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/91813/638866344578300000
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/91813/638866344578300000
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/93082/638866341286700000


How the City Will Deliver Results 

Climate action requires partnership. The City will: 
Lead through policies, programs, and
investments 
Support residents and businesses with
incentives, technical assistance, and education 
Track progress through public dashboards and
regular updates 
Integrate Climate Smart priorities into
department workplans  

Progress to Date 

Since 2018, San José has made measurable progress:
Communitywide greenhouse gas emissions have declined 16
percent 
San José Clean Energy supplies electricity to most San José
customers and continues to expand renewable and carbon-free
power 
The City tracks progress through greenhouse gas inventories
and public reporting 
The City has adopted climate policies that support cleaner
buildings and transportation 
San José has received national recognition for climate and clean
energy leadership 

Looking Ahead 

Climate Smart San José is a living plan that will continue to evolve. Future
updates will address additional emissions sources and incorporate the latest data
and technologies.  

For the latest Climate Smart updates and how you can get involved, please visit
ClimateSmartSJ.org or email ClimateSmart@SanJoseCA.gov.

http://climatesmartsj.org/
mailto:ClimateSmart@sanjoseca.gov
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