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CITY OF ~

SAN JOSE
CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

MINUTES OF THE
TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA MONDAY, OCTOBER 07, 2013

The Transportation and Environment Committee of the City of San Joss convened in
Regular Session at 1:35 p.m. in the Committee Rooms 118 - 120, Council Wing, City
Hall.

PRESENT: Council Member Sam Liccardo, Chair; Council Member Rose Herrera,
Vice Chair; Council Member Xavier Campos and Council Member
Donald Rocha.

ABSENT: All Present.

STAFF: Assistant City Manager Edward K. Shikada, Senior Deputy City Attorney
Kevin Fisher, Policy Advisor for Mayor’s Office Jeff Janssen and
Deputy City Clerk Susan M. Davis.

REVIEW OF WORK PLAN

South Bay Water Recycling Update on Strategic Planning Effort. (Environmental
Services)

Action: Deferred to November 4, 2013.

Update on Financing and Alternative Project Delivery Options for Regional
Wastewater Facility Capital Improvement Projects. (Environmental Services/Public
Works/Finance)

Action: Deferred to November 4, 2013.

(3) Pavement Maintenance Investment Strategy. (Transportation)

Action: Deferred to November 4, 2013.

Access the video, the agenda and related reports for this meeting by visiting the City’s website at http:i!www.san[oseca.~ov/city or
http:/www.san.[oseca._gov/civiccentertv. For information on any ordinance that is not hyperlinked to this document, please contact the
Office of the City Clerk at (408) 535-1266.



REPORTS TO COMMITTEE

(4) Sidewalk Bicycling Report. (Transportation)

Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Director of Transportation Hans F. Larsen,
dated September 18, 2013, recommending acceptance of the report. (2) Staff presentation
dated October 7, 2013 summarizing Bicycle Riding on Downtown Sidewalks.

Council Member Liccardo noted that the Committee will hear Item (4) first.

Director of Transportation Hans F. Larsen presented introductory remarks and pointed
out that Council Member Liccardo provided a memorandum to the Rules and Open
Government Committee discussing complaints from pedestrians, particularly seniors
living Downtown and about the risks posed by bicyclists riding on sidewalks.

Deputy Director of Transportation Planning and Projects Paul Smith provided the Report
on Bicycle Riding on Downtown Sidewalks.

Public Comments: Martha, O’Connell, Marie Hayter, Judy Hsieh, Margaret Young, Chai
Vaidya and Joyce Rabourn, Senior Commission, stated that seniors, disabled persons and
children are at risk for being struck by reckless bicycle riding on the sidewalks; even
when bike lanes are available, bicyclists and skate board riders are not using the lanes;
and urged the Committee to institute an ordinance requiring bicyclists to walk their bikes
on the sidewalk.

Colin Heyne, Silicon Valley Bike Coalition, encouraged the Committee to continue with
the Staff recommendations of outreach and education to spread good behavior and
discourage recklessness.

Gloria Vazquez stated that bicyclists riding on the sidewalk are dangerous for senior
citizens and children. Julienne Lefitte, Northside Community Center, urged the
Committee to consider a ban for bicycles on the sidewalks. Nick Secola read a letter from
Sophia Mendosa about disabled seniors being hit by bicyclists.

Hoe Vu, David Wall and Chris Simmons, Neu2u Thrift Boutique, agreed that it would be
good policy to institute a Citywide bicycle ban on sidewalks. Johnny Lee observed
bicyclists riding on the sidewalks and urged the Committee to provide more education.

Jack S. Licursi, Sr. stated that he was hit by a bicyclist last year and was hospitalized; he
added that bicyclists should be required to walk their bikes on the sidewalk.

Director of Transportation Hans F. Larsen responded to Committee questions and
concerns.

Extensive Committee discussion ensued.
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REPORTS TO COMMITTEE

(4) (Cont’d.)

Director of Transportation Hans F. Larsen recommended an action plan in consideration
of the diverse community feedback using proactive steps to both enhance the safety of
pedestrians on Downtown sidewalks and to facilitate safe and convenient bicycling on
Downtown streets.

Action: The Committee accepted the report. Staff was directed to return to Transportation
and Environment Committee in six months with a status update.

Mitigation Monitoring Status Update Report. (Planning, Building and Code
Enforcement)

Documents Filed: Memorandum from Director of Planning, Building and Code
Enforcement Joseph Horwedel, dated September 19, 2013, recommending acceptance of
the report.

Assistant Director of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement Laurel Prevetti presented
the report and responded to Committee questions and concerns.

Public Comments: David Wall and Shani Kleinhaus, Santa Clara Valley Audubon
Society presented comments on the Mitigation Monitoring report.

Action: The Committee accepted the report.

(2) Plant Master Plan EIR. (Environmental Services)

Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Director of Environmental Services Kerrie
Romanow, dated September 30, 2013, recommending acceptance of report and cross
reference to the full Council for formal action on November 19, 2013. (2) Letter from
Eileen McLaughlin, Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge, dated October 7, 2013,
transmitting a letter to Director of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement Joseph
Horwedel regarding the Plant Master Plan EIR.

Director of Environmental Services Kerrie Romanow offered the report. Environmental
Services Program Manager Rene Eyerly was present.

Public Comments: David Wall spoke in opposition to the Staff recommendations. Shani
Kleinhaus, Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society and Eileen McLaughlin, Citizens
Committee to Complete the Refuge, expressed concerns about the timing, the protection
of the wildlife and the habitat and the potential constraint on precertification public
review for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process.
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REPORTS TO COMMITTEE

(2) (Cont’d.)

(3)

(5)

Director of Environmental Services Kerrie Romanow, Environmental Compliance
Officer Ken Davies, Deputy Director of Economic Development Nanci J. Klein and
Assistant Director of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement Laurel Prevetti
responded to Committee questions.

Action: The Committee accepted the report and forwarded the item to the full Council for
consideration and formal action on November 19, 2013.

Semi Annual Regional Wastewater Facility Capital Improvement Program Report
(Environmental Services/Public Works)

Documents Filed: Memorandum from Director of Environmental Services Kerrie
Romanow and Director of Public Works David Sykes, dated September 24, 2013,
recommending acceptance of the report and cross reference to the full Council on
October 29, 2013.

Assistant Director of Environmental Services Ashwini Kantak provided the report and
responded to Committee questions.

Public Comments: David Wall spoke in opposition to the Staff recommendations.

Action: The Committee accepted the report and forwarded the item to the full Council for
consideration and formal action on October 29, 2013.

Trail and Bikeway Network Development Report. (Parks, Recreation and
Neighborhood Services)

Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Director of Parks, Recreation and
Neighborhood Services Julie Edmonds-Mares, dated September 18, 2013, recommending
acceptance of the report. (2) Staff presentation dated October 7, 2013 outlining the Trail
Program.

Trail Manager Yves Zsutty offered the report and responded to Committee questions and
concerns.

Action: The Committee accepted the report.
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OPEN FORUM

David Wall presented comments about the Sewer Service and Use Charges and the Water
Treatment Plant.

ADJOURNMENT

Council MemberSam Liccardo adjourned the meeting at/~2 .m.

¢~.. Council i~iemberSam Liccardo, Chair
""-T-~ans~l~rtation a/nd Environment Committee

SL/smd

Access the video, the agenda and related reports for this meeting by visiting the City’s website at ~anioscca.~ov/cit~’ or
http:/www.saaioseca.~oviciviccentertv. For information on any ordinance that is not hyperlinked to this document, please contact the
Office of the City Clerk at (408) 535-1266.
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