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Definitions

= Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI)

The transitional area, where structures and other human development meet
or in%ermingle with undeveloped wildland, is defined as the wildland-urban
Interface.

* Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ)

While all WUI areas are vulnerable to wildfires to some degree, there are
specific environmental factors that make some areas more hazardous than
others. These areas are identified on the FHSZ map on the San Jose Fire
Department (SJFD) website.

= WUI Home Assessment Program

An educational campaign initiated by SJFD to inform residents about wildfire
risks and how to safeguard their homes and neighborhoods.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Residents who reside within the wildland-urban interface should take action to prepare for a wildfire.



Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) and Fire

Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) Area map

WUI map and Cal Fire’s Fire Hazard Severity Zone for the City of San Jose.

The interactive map allows you to check if you live in the wildland-urban interface and the fire hazard severity zone of your
home.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain the maps and where to find them. Link and QR are available at the Fire Counter.
The maps are interactive and you can find if your property lies in WUI area or FHSZ area. This will help you prepare for emergencies and keep your property safe with the information provided on the SJFD website.
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Every year, California experiences major wildfires that affect countless
communities throughout the state and the City of San José is no
exception. The East Foothills and Almaden Valley communities are
especially vulnerable; however, any home that resides in or near the
wildland-urban interface area is at risk.* While proximity to wildlands
can impact wildfire risk, the good news is there are proactive steps you
can take to help protect your home.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR WILDFIRE

Wildfires are fast, unpredictable, and they can happen almost
anywhere. The best way to protect you, your family, and your home is
to plan, prepare, and stay aware. San José property owners and
residents who live in or near a wildland-urban interface area are
encouraged to take the following steps:

* Create a Defensible Space: Create a buffer between your home
and surrounding vegetation to protect your home from catching
fire.

* Harden Your Home: Use building materials and installation

techniques to help your home resist heat, flames and embers.

Install a Fire-Resistant Landscape: Plant fire-resistant vegetation

around your home or property to help resist wildfire.

* Check if You Live In a Fire Hazard Severity Zone: Determine if
your property resides in or near a designated fire hazard severity
zone.

* Draw up a Wildfire Action Plan: Identify escape routes in your
home and designate an out-of-area contact in case of separation.

* Assemble an Emergency Supply Kit: Make a to-go bag for each

narcnn in vanr hnaneahnld with annneh connliac tn lactk 77 hnnre

NEWS & STORIES

Search...

LIVING WITH WILDFIRE
BROCHURES

CAL FIRE: Ready, Set, Go!

Santa Clara County FireSafe

Counci

ntywide Community
Wildfire Protection Plan

GET CRITICAL ALERTS

Y genasys

Stay prepared and informed

by signing up for Alert5CC and

downloading the Genasys
Protect app. AlertsCC provides
county-wide emergency alerts,
ct delivers
fic

evacuation updates and

while Genasys Prot

neighborhood-spec

emergency alerts tailored to

Thursday, May 21, 2026


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Outline updates in WUI code and how it helps residents keep their property safe, including the vegetation management plan


Home Hardening

* Roof: Class A Fire resistive material

5 9 , * Vents: Ember resistent vents with no larger
than 1/8th mesh
| (5  Windows: Dual-pane, tempered glass
' B e Walls: Ignition resistant such as stucco or
| fiber cement

* Decks: Non-combustable material
* Rain gutters: Cleaned and non-combustable

OUTSIDE: Remowe

k e * Fences: Last 5 feet with touching home with
V- non-combustable
! e Address: Clearly visable from road
o : i = * Water supply: Consider having garden hose
hor ) B e that is long enough to reach full perimeter
of home.
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Defensible Space Zones

» Defensible Space

« A defensible space is the buffer you create between a building on your
property and the grass, trees, shrubs, or any wildland areas that surround
it.

 This space is needed to slow or stop the spread of wildfire, and it helps
protect your home from catching fire - either from embers, direct flame
contact, or radiant heat.

A proper defensible space also provides emergency responders with a safe
working area to defend your home.
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Defensible Space: Zones

= Zone 0 (Immediate): Ember Resistant Zone
« Extend 5 feet from the building, decks and other structures

= Zone 1 (Intermediate): Lean, Clean, and Green Zone

« Extend 30 feet from the building, decks, and other structures or to your property
line

= Zone 2 (Extended): Reduce Fuel Zone

« Extend 30 feet to 100 feet from the building, decks, and other structures or to
your property line
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain each zone and how they help with keeping the property safe.


Defensible Space

= Immediate Zone
e Oto o

= Intermediate Zone
e 5 to 30’

= Extended Zone
« 30'to 100’

Red Boundary = Immediate Zone

Orange Boundry = Intermediate Zone

Green Boundry = Extended Zone

Dark Green Boundry = Downslope Extended Zone
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To be completed Assembly Bill required for WUI.


New construction or additions

e Set Google Chrome as your default browser and pin it to your taskbar Set as default

AN [OSE RESIDENTS BUSINESSES JOBS YOUR GOVERNMENT NEWS & STORIES Search...

CAPITAL OF SILKOON VALLEY

www.sjfd.org

O 0O

Join the SJFD Permits & Wildfire

: Public Education Calling 9-1-1 About Us
Team Inspections Preparedness
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Graphics, picture of website, details, AB 38 reference for property seller, 


SB 38 Defensible Space Inspection

Zone 1 / Within 30 feet of all structures or to the property line (Refer to illustration below):

A. Remove all branches within 10 feet of any chimney or stovepipe outlet.

B. Remove leaves, needles or other vegetation on roofs, gutters, decks, porches, stairways, etc.

C. Remove dead tree or shrub branches that overhang roofs, below or adjacent to windows, or which are adjacent to wall surfaces.
D. Remove all dead and dying grass, plants, shrubs, trees, branches, leaves, weeds and needles.

E. Remove or separate fuels to maintain spacing between vegetation to interrupt the fire’s path. Prune limbs; separate plants and
ground cover.

F. Remove flammable vegetation and items that could catch fire which are adjacent to, or below, combustible decks, balcenies,
and stairs.
0 G. Relocate exposed wood piles outside of Zone 1 unless completely covered in a fire-resistant material.

O 00000

Zone 2 / Within 30-100 feet of all structures or to the property line:

O H.Cut annual grasses and forbs down to a maximum height of 4 inches.

O I. Remove fuels to create proper horizontal and vertical spacing among shrubs and trees, and remove lower tree limbs
(see diagrams on back).

O J. All exposed wood piles must have a minimum of 10 feet clearance, down to bare mineral soil, in all directions.

0 K.Remove all dead and dying trees, branches, shrubs, or other plants, and surface debris. Loose surface litter, consisting of fallen
leaves or needles,twigs, bark and cones, shall be permitted to a depth of 3 inches.

Other Requirements / Within 100 feet of all structures or to the property line:

O L. Logs or stumps embedded in the soil must be removed or isolated from other vegetation.

O M.Outbuildings and Liquid Propane Gas (LPG) storage tanks shall have 10 feet of clearance to bare mineral soil and no flammable
vegetation tor an additional 10 feet around their exterior.

OO0 N.Address numbers shall be displayed in contrasting colors (4”min. size) and readable from the street or access road.
0 ©O.Equip chimney or stovepipe openings with a metal screen having openings between 3,/8 inch and 1,/2 inch.

CHECKED BOXES INDICATE VIOLATIONS

If any of the boxes are checked above you are hereby notified to correct the violations indicated above.

The owner/tenant’s failure to Mn a citation and fine.
&) C)

IMPORTANT
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Residential WUI Inspection Program

» Local San Jose Fire Station will visit your property every year

Deliver educational material to keep your property safe
Conduct basic residential property risk evaluation

If property access is not granted, visually inspect the property from the street
Distribute materials to the occupant or hang them on the door so they are

visible to the occupant

WILDFIRE HOME DEFENSIBLE SPACE
HARDENING & FUEL MITIGATION

Defensible space around your home
helps slow down wildfires and gives
firefighters room to work. The goal is
to reduce fuel for the fire.

Wildfires spread quickly, with embers
traveling miles ahead. Hardening
your home increases fire resistance
and helps firefighters defend it.

Zone 0 (0-5 feet from your home)
Use fire-resistant roofing materials like i [e0)
metal, tile, or asphalt shingles. Keep
gutters clear of debris so e

Zone 1 (5-30 feet)
Maintain this area to limit fire spread.
Remove dead plants, leaves, and

EVACUATION
PREPARATION

When wildfire approaches, every

second counts. Don't wait untilit's
too late. Create and practice your
evacuation plan before disaster strikes.

Stay Informed
Sign up for emergency alerts, such as
rotect and Aler , follo

Create an Emergency Kit

Pack a go-bag with food, water,
medications, important documents,
extra clothing, and pet supplies. Have
enough for at least three days
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain each zone and how they help with keeping the property safe.
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Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) and

Defensible Space

» For additional resources, please visit SJFD.org

= [Information, handouts, and QR codes related to WUl and FHSZ are
available at the Fire Department table

» Fire Staff is available at the Fire Department table for any questions
FED UPWITH FIREWORKS)

Report violators online,

FED UP WITH
FIREWORKS?

Report violators online.

SNAP. CLICK. REPORT.
sanjoseca.gov/fireworks
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ljoseca.qov/firewor
RACKDOWN

Hotline: 408-535-5600
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lllegal Fireworks 4th July

= |lllegal Fireworks Spark Fire

San Jose




Thank You
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