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Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI)
The transitional area, where structures and other human development meet 
or intermingle with undeveloped wildland, is defined as the wildland-urban 
interface. 

 Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ)
While all WUI areas are vulnerable to wildfires to some degree, there are 
specific environmental factors that make some areas more hazardous than 
others. These areas are identified on the FHSZ map on the San Jose Fire 
Department (SJFD) website.

WUI Home Assessment Program
An educational campaign initiated by SJFD to inform residents about wildfire 
risks and how to safeguard their homes and neighborhoods.

Definitions
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Residents who reside within the wildland-urban interface should take action to prepare for a wildfire.




Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) and Fire 
Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) Area map
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WUI map and Cal Fire’s Fire Hazard Severity Zone for the City of San Jose. 
The interactive map allows you to check if you live in the wildland-urban interface and the fire hazard severity zone of your 
home.

https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-government/departments-offices/fire-department/public-education/wildfire-
preparedness/fire-hazard-severity-zone

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain the maps and where to find them. Link and QR are available at the Fire Counter.
The maps are interactive and you can find if your property lies in WUI area or FHSZ area. This will help you prepare for emergencies and keep your property safe with the information provided on the SJFD website.
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 Important information related to Wildfire 
Preparedness is located on SJFD.org
 2019 Wildland-Urban Interface policy

2025 California Wildland Urban-Interface 
Code 

SJFD webpage
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Outline updates in WUI code and how it helps residents keep their property safe, including the vegetation management plan



Home Hardening
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• Roof: Class A Fire resistive material
• Vents: Ember resistent vents with no larger 

than 1/8th mesh
• Windows: Dual-pane, tempered glass
• Walls: Ignition resistant such as stucco or 

fiber cement
• Decks: Non-combustable material
• Rain gutters: Cleaned and non-combustable
• Fences: Last 5 feet with touching home with 

non-combustable
• Address: Clearly visable from road
• Water supply: Consider having garden hose 

that is long enough to reach full perimeter 
of home.



Defensible Space
• A defensible space is the buffer you create between a building on your 

property and the grass, trees, shrubs, or any wildland areas that surround 
it. 

• This space is needed to slow or stop the spread of wildfire, and it helps 
protect your home from catching fire - either from embers, direct flame 
contact, or radiant heat. 

• A proper defensible space also provides emergency responders with a safe 
working area to defend your home.

Defensible Space Zones
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 Zone 0 (Immediate): Ember Resistant Zone
• Extend 5 feet from the building, decks and other structures

 Zone 1 (Intermediate): Lean, Clean, and Green Zone
• Extend 30 feet from the building, decks, and other structures or to your property 

line
 Zone 2 (Extended): Reduce Fuel Zone

• Extend 30 feet to 100 feet from the building, decks, and other structures or to 
your property line

Defensible Space: Zones

Thursday, May 21, 20267

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain each zone and how they help with keeping the property safe.



Defensible Space
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 Immediate Zone
• 0’ to 5’

 Intermediate Zone
• 5’ to 30’

Extended Zone
• 30’ to 100’

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To be completed Assembly Bill required for WUI.



Buildings proposed to be built within the SJFD WUI shall comply with 
all WUI materials and construction methods:

• Roofing Detail
• Attic Ventilation
• Exterior Coverings
• Exterior Windows and Doors
• Decking Floors and Underfloor Protection
• Accessory Structures

California Fire Code, San Jose Municipal Ordinance, and San Jose 
Policies related to WUI requirements for construction, plan review, and 
inspections are available at SJFD.org

New construction or additions
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Graphics, picture of website, details, AB 38 reference for property seller, 
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SB 38 Defensible Space Inspection



 Local San Jose Fire Station will visit your property every year
• Deliver educational material to keep your property safe
• Conduct basic residential property risk evaluation
• If property access is not granted, visually inspect the property from the street
• Distribute materials to the occupant or hang them on the door so they are 

visible to the occupant

Residential WUI Inspection Program
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain each zone and how they help with keeping the property safe.



Prep to Evac / Genasys Protect Reverse 911
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Know your Zone!



 For additional resources, please visit SJFD.org
 Information, handouts, and QR codes related to WUI and FHSZ are 

available at the Fire Department table
 Fire Staff is available at the Fire Department table for any questions

Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) and 
Defensible Space
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Illegal Fireworks 4th July
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Thank You
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