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MEETING MINUTES
6:00 PM March 19, 2026
L Call to Order & Orders of the Day
Call to Order
Vice Chair Wakabayashi convened the Climate Advisory Commission at 6:02 p.m. Vice Chair
Wakabayashi welcomed guest in the room and on Zoom.
Roll Call
PRESENT: Mani Bekele, Bill DeVincenzi (late), Glen Garfunkel, Macwin Savio Dsouza, Lucia
Marquez, Eric Michaud, Victor Niemeyer, Phillip Remaker (late), Ryo Wakabayashi.
STAFF: Director of ED Lori Mitchell, ED Deputy Director of Power Resources Paul Innamorato, ED
Deputy Director of Regulatory Compliance & Policy Heather Dauler, ED Manager of Regulatory
Compliance & Policy Cara Koepf, Climate Smart Supervising Environmental Services Specialist Anne
Balis, ED Government A ffairs Manager Scott Green, Climate Smart Environmental Services Specialist
Jenna Neustaetter, Climate Smart Fellow Catherine Fiorentino, ED Staff Specialist Daren Chittaphong.
Zoom attendees: Jordan Moldave, Al Park and Ruth Merino.
Public: Lilian Koenig and Lisa Charponiter.
Action: Motion by Commissioner Victory Niemeyer and seconded by Commissioner Glen Garfunkel, to
accept orders of the day, approved (7,0). No public comment.
IL. Public Record
None on file.
III.  Open Forum

Lilian Koenig raised several questions related to environmental sustainability and land use impacts in
San José.

1. She asked how the city measures environmental, and climate impacts associated with tree loss,
when mature trees are removed. She noted that replacement trees can take 20-30 years to fully
mature and questioned how this delay is accounted for in greenhouse gas emissions and climate



IV.

VI

tracking.

2. Lilian also asked about the Climate Smart San José Adaptation and Resiliency Plan, specifically
how members of the public can provide input and participate in the process.

3. Finally, she raised concerns about school closures, noting that these sites often contain significant
green space. She asked how environmental impacts are evaluated, who is responsible for
maintaining these properties, and whether this issue is addressed in any City agenda or planning

efforts.

Consent Calendar

A.

Approve minutes for the January 15, 2026. meeting

Action: Motion to approve the January 15, 2026, Climate Advisory Commission meeting minutes
made by Commissioner Glen Garfunkel and seconded by Commissioner Mani Bekele. The vote to
approve was unanimous.

Reports and Information Only

A.

CAC Six-month Look Ahead

(discussion only)

New Business

A.

San José Clean Energy 2026 Integrated Resource Plan (second review, Attachment B) - 25
minutes
(Discussion & action)

Public comment:
Lilian Koenig asked if San Jose Clean Energy is in competition with PG&E.

Action: Motion to approve to accept the Draft CAC Recommendation proposal with addition
to a sixth bullet saying that “staff will communicate the cost of different plans to council”
made by Commissioner Victor Niemeyer and seconded by Commissioner Mani Bekele. The
vote to approve was unanimous.

Energy and Water Building Performance Ordinance Status Report (4ttachment C) - 30
minutes

(Discussion only)

Public comment:

Lisa Charponiter asked if there was a penalty involved in water and energy noncompliance for
buildings.

Lisa Charponiter also asked whether there are connections between strategies to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions both inside and outside of buildings. She referenced measures such
as planting trees to help lower energy costs and removing hard surfaces that contribute to heat
retention, and asked how these types of strategies are considered.



4 San José Clean Energy Programs 5-year Roadmap Ad Hoc Committee Report (Attachment D)
— 20 minutes
(Discussion and action)

Action: Motion to approve the Ad Hoc Committee’s recommendation made by Ryo
Wakabayashi and seconded by Mani Bekele. The vote to approve was unanimous.

D. Meeting schedule and potential agenda items for the next meeting. — 20 minutes
(Discussion only)

The next regular meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2026, at 6pm in San José City Hall,
Tower Room 1753

VII. Adjournment

Chair Phillip Remaker adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:58 p.m.

}@UMP (?(/uj e —

/ PHILLIP REMAKER, CHAIR

ATTEST:
CLIMATE ADVISORY COMMISSION SECRETARY

Daren Chittaphong, COMMISSION SECRETARY






