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The Civil Service Commission of the City of San Jose convened on August 23, 2016, in 
Room T-1446, San Jose City Hall, at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Hightower, Brill, Smith, Truitt and Wilcoxen 
ABSENT: None 

Presiding Officer Hightower stated this meeting had been called to order to hear the appeal 
of dismissal of Raul Chairez, Groundsworker, Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Neighborhood Services. It was determined that the Appellant, Christopher Platten and Mary 
Blanco, representing the Appellant; and Deputy City Attorneys Elisa Tolentino and Mark 
Vanni, representing the Respondent, City of San Jose were present, and all parties were 
ready to proceed. 

Opening remarks were presented by Deputy City Attorney Mark Vanni. 

Testimony was heard from Kenneth Kraus and Assistant Director of Parks, Recreation and 
Neighborhood Services Matt Cano. 

Attorney Christopher Platten made an opening statement. 

Testimony was heard from Paul Formico and the Appellant, Raul Chairez. 

At 7:16 p.m., the Commission recessed and reconvened at 7:27 p.m., with Commissioners 
Hightower, Brill, Smith, Truitt and Wilcoxen present. 

Closing arguments were heard and the Commission recessed at 7:35 p.m. to deliberate. 

The Commission reconvened at 7:54 p.m. with Commissioners Brill, Smith, Hightower, Truitt and 
Wilcoxen present. Presiding Officer Hightower stated that the Commission unanimously 
determined that the City had not sustained the burden of proof for termination based on an 
inadequate investigation. However, it was the unanimous decision of the Commission that the 
conduct of Mr. Chairez' was inappropriate and deserving of discipline. A 30-day suspension 
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without pay was deemed appropriate and Mr. Chairez was reinstated with back pay and benefits, 
minus any outside earnings during his absence from the City. 

The Commission adjourned at 7:57 p.m. to its regularly scheduled meeting of September 1, 2016 
at 4:00 p.m. 

j ,c dii' 
SHARON HIGHTOWER, Presiding Officer 
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