
CITY OF SAN JOSE 
SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 
Synopsis  (Not Approved) 

May 9, 2012 
 

200 E. Santa Clara St. – Tower 1352 
 

START TIME: 6:48  ADJOURNMENT 7:36 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 
Johnny Khamis 
Stephen Reiss 
Molly Uzoh 
Raj Bhanot 
David Clancy 
Richard Reed 
Leo Cortez 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT 
Brian Ho (ill) 
John Horton 
Miguel Olivo 
Harmeet Bhugra 
Zheng Huang 
 
 
Council Liaison 
Anh Tran 
 
City Staff 
Dhez Woodworth (work2future) 
BJ Sims (work2future) 
 
Public Present 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Called to order by Khamis at 6:48 pm 

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Motion: Approval by more than 2/3rds  
 

Motion: 1) Cortez 2) Reed X App  no 
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3. OPEN FORUM/ PUBLIC COMMENT / ORAL PETITION PERIOD 

• None 
 

 
4. MINIMUM WAGE INITIATIVE 

• Pat Sausedo, Vice President of the San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber 
of Commerce 

• A minimum wage with $10/hr plus automatic CPI increases 
• November, 2012 ballot 
• Council will consider action: 

i. Call a special election. 
ii. Adopt initiative (no changes). 
iii. Can direct alternative measure to be brought back by June 1. 

• SJSV Chamber has begun to look into the preliminary observations by 
members.  Members consistently feel that the initiative would result in 
negative impacts and oppose the enactment. 

• The SJSV Chamber recommends that the initiative not be adopted as 
it is. 

• They are concerned that the impact on businesses is unknown and 
that research cannot be reasonably achieve in the time allowed. 

• This may make San Jose less competitive relative to other 
communities within reasonable drive.  Businesses themselves may 
also move. 

• SJSV Chamber will recommend that significant dialogue be 
undertaken but that the initiative not be modified. 

• A minimum wage would need to be a regional issue rather than a local 
issue. 

 
Issues Raised 

• No public dialogue for small disadvantaged businesses for them to 
understand the issues. 

• Puts local business at an economic disadvantage of nearby 
communities. 

• A minimum wage requirement should be at the State level rather than 
the local level. 

• It is not feasible to conduct studies or do a comparison with the other 
communities within the time allowed. 

• The minimum wage will result in inflationary effects rather than 
improving the lot of those working at minimum wage. 

• The wage increase may result in rising wages among those at higher 
skill work. 

• SBD Commission would be willing to undertake the research needed.  
Could offer a public forum. 

• May result in additional student led initiatives in the future. 
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• Recommend: Council place the initiative on the November, 2012 to 
accommodate additional time to evaluate the effects prior to adoption. 

 
 

Motion: Commission to authorize an ad-hoc committee to prepare a memo 
to Council and to authorize the ad-hoc committee to sign the memo on 
behalf of the Commission. 
 

Motion: 1) Clancy 2) Reiss X App  no 
 
• The language should be delicate and reflect the observation of the 

public perception rather than take ownership of all of the issues. 
• Members: 

o David Clancy 
o Stephen Reiss 
o Leo Cortez 
o Johnny Khamis 
o Raj Bhanot 

 
5. ADJOURNMENT 7:36 
 


